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Introducing Ourselves 

About this publication, our research and the project that made it all happen  

 

Whenever a settlement gets large enough, there has been a need for policing to tackle crime 

and disorder and support the community. In Cleethorpes, North East Lincolnshire we can go 

all the way back to 1790 to find our first evidence of community policing. 

 

As this publication goes to print in early 2019, the last remaining physical Police Station in 

Cleethorpes is closing its doors and is getting ready for a new (and unknown) future. Policing 

has changed, and policing across Cleethorpes is now very different to how it was decades or 

longer ago. 

 

The Celebrating Cleethorpes Community Cops project was setup initially from a idea by Steve 

Lynn, a former Police Inspector familiar with Cleethorpes and with an interest in the historical 

evolution of policing. With thanks to a grant from the National Lottery Heritage Fund we’ve 

managed to create a historical research project looking back at the history of policing in 

Cleethorpes.  

 

Voluntary Action North East Lincolnshire (VANEL) managed and delivered the project but 

we needed help with this. So, working with local volunteers, local history experts and ex-police 

officers (in our Blue Lights Brigade volunteering programme) we’ve done the historical 

research, and this publication and its associated website is the end result. We’ve collected 

together everything we’ve learned and it’s shared here for your interest. 

 

We’ve looked at policing, police stations, crime and disorder, punishments and of course, 

we’ve included the stories and anecdotes from the many officers who’ve supported the 

community of Cleethorpes over the centuries.  We’ve gone back to the 1790s and we think 

we’ve found plenty to interest people. 

 

We hope you enjoy this publication.   

Please go and visit the website too – www.cleethorpescops.org.uk. 

 

We’ve got a lot of people to thank (see our Acknowledgements later), but a particular thank 

you of course to our funders – the National Lottery Heritage Fund.   

 

Enjoy our research. 

 

Karl Elliott, Editor, VANEL 
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In the Beginning 

the start of our story of crime, punishment and policing in Cleethorpes 

 

We’ll start by taking a look at how 

the small hamlets which evolved 

into the town of Cleethorpes dealt 

with law and order, especially 

petty crime,  in bygone times.  

 

In 1801 the population was only 284 

but as it rapidly grew so did the crime 

rate.   Before the formation of a 

police force one way of upholding 

the law, throughout England, in 

towns and cities, was the formation 

of Associations for the Prosecution 

of Felons which were set up by the 

more wealthy inhabitants of the area, 

the landowners, farmers, 

businessmen etc.  mainly to protect 

their own property and land.    When 

a crime had been committed, and this 

happened with great regularity, the 

members of the associations would 

meet and agree ‘rewards’ that would 

be given for the capture and 

prosecution of felons. The details of 

the crime would be posted around the 

towns and villages and in 

newspapers offering rewards, which 

could be quite substantial.  Private 

individuals could also place posters 

or insert a notice in a newspaper to 

highlight a crime.  There were two 

such Associations covering this area, 

The Caistor Association for the 

Prosecution of Felons and the 

Bradley Haverstoe Association for 

the Prosecution of Felons.  

 

In 1790, Mr. William Clarke of  

Clee-Thorpe was a subscriber to the 

Caistor Association for the 

Prosecution of Felons in 1790 - 1791. He had taken over the Dolphin Hotel in May 1788 which 

had been”recently rebuilt in a commodious style".  On his death in May 1793 his wife Mrs. 

Anne Clarke, took over the running of the Hotel and then became a subscriber to the same 

Association between 1801 - 1802.  In 1819 Mr. Ben Chapman was a subscriber to the Bradley 

Haverstoe Association in 1819 and  Mr. Robert Croft, Cleethorpes was a subscriber to the same 

Association  in 1828; 1829; 1830 and 1831.  Mr. Robert Lill was a member in 1828 and 1829.  
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Figure 1The Dolphin Hotel 
Image 1 The Dolphin Hotel 

Image 2 Private Notice in the Stamford Mercury 1805 
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Image 3 Private Poster from July 1832 
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Image 4 One of the many posters from the Bradley Haverstoe Association dated 1827 
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The Parish Constables 

our first police officers 

 

Another way of upholding law and order or keeping the peace in the area was dealt with 

by so called ‘Watchmen’ ‘Peace Officers’ or ‘Parish Constables’.    

 

The Parish Constable was chosen each year from the local inhabitants often at a vestry meeting, 

and the only qualification he needed was to be a householder in the parish.   He had no choice 

in the matter, if he was elected as Parish Constable then he could not refuse but worse still he 

was unpaid and of course he received no training and wore no uniform.   The appointment 

which was sometimes unpopular was only part-time and it wasn't unheard of that if he was 

unable or didn't want to do the job and could afford it he could pay someone else to carry out 

his duties which were many – in earlier times he was in charge of the parish armour, (if there 

was any) he had to light the beacons; he had to collect certain rates, he was in charge of the 

pillory, the whipping post, and the stocks, he was responsible for raising "hue and cry" and of 

course most importantly he had to uphold law and order, which sometimes could be very 

dangerous.  He had to be sworn in before the Magistrates. If he refused to be sworn in then he 

would be punished and dealt with accordingly.   As the villages or towns began to expand the 

need of more than one constable became necessary, occasionally the constables may have 

received a fee from the parish funds.  

 

SOME OF THE PARISH CONSTABLES IN CLEETHORPES 

 

In 1834 John Anderson was the Parish Constable. On the 1841Census John Anderson was 

listed as being a Farmer in Fore Thorpe Cleethorpes, he lived there with his wife and four 

children. Two of his children Thomas, and Cordan were also to become Parish Constables.   
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1841  Census - Living at  Fore-Thorpe John Bradshaw Aged 41was listed as being a  Police 

Officer.  

 

In 1845 the Parish Constables for Cleethorpes were Thomas Anderson; Thomas Willerton;  

Corden Anderson and William Nicholson White. (Appointed for the Division of Bradley 

Haverstoe ).   

 

Thomas Anderson born at Tetney in 1811 was a farmer of 17 Acres at High Thorpe 

Cleethorpes, he lived there with his wife and five children. He died in 1853 and was buried in 

Cleethorpes Cemetery .             

Thomas Willerton was born at Covenham in 1809 and according to the 1841 census he was 

living at Far Thorpe, Cleethorpes with his wife, and listed as being a farmer. He died in 1886 

and was also buried in Cleethorpes Cemetery.        

Cordan Anderson born at Tetney in 1815 he was also a farmer of 6 acres at High Thorpe 

Cleethorpes. Cordan died  in 1899 and was buried in Cleethorpes Cemetery.       

William Nicholson White born in 1822 to a wealthy farming family and in 1841  was a single 

man farming at Thrunscoe. Whites Road and Nicholson Street in Cleethorpes were named after 

the family when houses were built on their land in the late 1800's. He died young in 1849 and 

was buried in St. Mary’s Clee Churchyard. 

 

On 9th March 1846 at a Vestry Meeting Robert Stainton;  Richard Lill;  C. Loft; J. Lidgard; 

and Richard Garniss were appointed Constables for the ensuing year. 

Robert Stainton born c. 1816 at Market Weighton, Yorkshire and lived at Fore Thorpe (Low 

Thorpe) Cleethorpes with his wife and children, he was a boot and shoe maker by trade. He 

died in 1866 and was buried in St. Mary’s Clee Churchyard. 

Richard Lill 

Charles Loft  was born 1816 at Saltfleet. He was a single man a Miller living with his brother 

and his family in Low Thorpe. By 1871 he had moved to Horncastle.  

James Lidgard was born in Cleethorpes in 1810 he was a wheelwright and lived at Low Thorp 

with his wife and children.  He died in 1884. 

Richard Garniss was born at Grimsby in 1807, he lived at Low Thorp with his wife where he 

was a farmer of 34 acres. He died in 1881       

            

At a Vestry Meeting on 8th March 1847 Robert Stainton; John Dabb; Samuel Lidgard; Richard 

Garniss; Charles Loft and Robert Osbourne were appointed Constables. 

Robert Stainton (See Above)  

Richard Garness (See Above)    

Charles Loft (See Above 

John Dabb was born at Grimsby in 1810 in 1851 he was living at High Thorpe with his wife 

and children. He was a cordwainer (a shoemaker) employing two boys.  

Samuel Lidgard was born in Cleethorpes 1818, in 1851 he was living in Low Thorpe with his 

wife and children. He was a wheelwright. He died in January 1880 and was buried in 

Cleethorpes Cemetery. 

Robert Osbourne 

 

1850 - At the annual Vestry Meeting the following were appointed constables for the ensuing 

year: Robert Stainton; S. Lidgard; Thomas Willerton; John Rowston. 

Robert Stainton (See Above)    

Samuel Lidgard (See Above) 
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Thomas Willerton was born at Covenham 1809, he was a Yeoman (A farmer who farmed his 

own land), he died in 1886 and was buried in Cleethorpes Cemetery. 

John Rowston 

 

1853  at the Vestry Meeting the following were appointed constables for the ensuing year: 

Richard Garniss; Charles Loft; B. Briskham; Thomas Saunby. 

Richard Garniss (See Above)     

Charles Loft (See Above) 

Benjamin Briskham was born in 1816 at Howden Dyke Yorkshire. In 1851 he was living in 

High Thorpe with his wife and daughters, he was a grocer. 

Thomas Saunby was born in 1813 in Grimsby, he was a fish dealer and  lived in Saunby Villa 

with his wife and family. He died in 1885. 

 

The Lincolnshire Constabulary was established in 1856 and they became wholly responsible 

for the policing of Cleethorpes, but according to accounts in the newspaper Parish Constables 

were still being appointed as late as 1870 for Cleethorpes. This may have been because there 

was a lack of applicants for the job of a County Constable.  

 

In 1870 The Parish constables for Cleethorpes appointed at the County Magistrates for the 

Division of Bradley Haverstoe  were : 

George Coulbeck was born in Cleethorpes c. 1835, in 1871 he was living at 4 Humber Terrace 

with his wife and children. He was a fisherman. 

Isaac East was born in Grimoldby, Lincolnshire in 1825. In 1871 he was living in Itterby Road 

with his wife. He worked as an agricultural labourer. 

John Conyard was born in Bolingbroke, Lincs in 1833. In 1871 he was living at No.4 

Brickyard House, Grimsby Road Cleethorpes with his wife and children. Until 1893 he was a 

member of the Cleethorpes Local Board.  He was a Brick and Tile maker. He died in 1904 and 

was buried in Cleethorpes Cemetery.  

Joseph Mumby was born in Scartho in 1842. In 1871 he was living in Suggitts Road with his 

wife and daughters. He was a bricklayer's labourer. He died in January 1922 and was buried in 

Cleethorpes Cemetery.  

James Fox was born in Ingham Lincolnshire in 1842. In 1871 he was living with his wife and 

children at Sea View Lane and worked as a painter and paper hanger. He died in 1899 and was 

buried in Cleethorpes Cemetery. 

 

Although appointed Parish Constables not all of them were upholders of the law - In 

1851Benjamin Briskham a constable at Cleethorpes was summoned for neglect of duty, he was 

reprimanded, and then in 1864 he was fined 1s and costs for having unjust measures. Benjamin 

continued to take an active part in the running of Cleethorpes. At a Vestry Meeting in 1864 he 

was elected as one of the overseers of the poor; he was appointed as one of the pinders. He was 

also a member of the "Nuisance Removal Committee" which had eight members. Immediately 

their attention was drawn to the filthy state of the Cliff, to the Beaconthorpe drain and other 

drains, to pigsties, open traps, back stews and cesspools, accumulations of an objectionable 

character such as rotten fish, night soil, manure heaps etc.  

 

In 1865 John Conyard (Parish Constable in 1870), a brickmaker was charged with stocking the 

highway, he was fined 1s and 7s 6d, and in 1868 he was again charged with stocking the 

highway and was similarly fined. Later in 1872 a case against him for assault was adjourned. 

In 1877 a case was brought at Skegness against John Conyard a brickmaker for being drunk 
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and disorderly on 27th August 1877 he was fined 5s and 9s 6d costs. In August 1882 John 

Conyard of Cleethorpes for being drunk and disorderly was fined 10s and 10s 6d costs. 

In 1866 Richard Garniss a farmer of Cleethorpes who had been appointed a Parish Constable 

several times was charged with removing a quantity of sheep without a licence. He pleaded 

ignorance but was ordered to pay costs. He was also charged with furious driving in Victoria 

Street North, Grimsby on the 6th March 1876. He and five others were in a trap which knocked 

down a little boy and severely hurt his foot. None of the party looked back to see the mischief 

they had caused but continued driving ahead, Defendant said he was driving at his ordinary 

pace and having a good mare she went nice and sharp. The little boy would not have been 

knocked down had he kept still. He was fined 20s with costs. 
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The Lincolnshire Constabulary Arrive 

In 1856 the Lincolnshire Constabulary started covering Cleethorpes 

 

The Lincolnshire Constabulary was formed in 1856 under the County and Borough Police 

Act, and Cleethorpes formed a small part under the Lindsey Area.   

 

Captain Phillip Bicknell was the first Chief Officer.  Cleethorpes did not get it's own 'Police 

Station/Lock Up' until 1872, so it is assumed that prior to 

this anyone apprehended would have been 'carted' off to the 

County Police Station at Grimsby and placed in the lock-

up there. This also applied to most of the rural villages  

surrounding Grimsby (The Bradley Haverstoe Division)  

which came under the Lindsey Courts. The original County 

Police station was situated in Victoria Street South 

Grimsby next door to the Golden Fleece Hotel, George 

Stennett was the Police Superintendant.  A new County 

Court was built in Brighowgate which opened in the early 

1900's.  Then Grimsby being a Borough in it's own right 

had their own Police Force until it was merged with the 

then newly formed Humberside Police in 1974. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Much more information about the history of Lincolnshire Constabulary can be found in a 

research report which covered the years 1857 – 1957 and was compiled from the constabulary 

themselves in 1957.         

 

 

  

Image 5 Lincolnshire Constabulary badge 

Image 6 First Chief Officer Captain Bicknell 
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Justices of the Peace 

upholders of the law 

 

The Magistrates in the County Court were usually made up of the more affluent members 

in the locality, landowners, farmers, and members of the church.  

 

Petty Crime covered a very wide range of charges and those apprehended were usually brought 

before the Magistrates fairly quickly after committing a crime, often the next day, and 

sometimes even on the day the crime was committed.  

 

The cases would have been heard at the 

Lincolnshire County Court for Grimsby 

and District held at the Town Hall in 

Grimsby. (See list of parishes covered 

by the court).  

 

 

 

 

 

The County Police Station was situated 

at 182 Victoria Street, sandwiched 

between the Golden Fleece public house 

and the Mechanics Institute which then 

became the public library. (See Picture 

below. The court is the centre building 

which later became a Shop.)  

 

Image 8 The Grimsby Police Station 

Image 7 List of Parishes covered by the county court in Grimsby in 1849 
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In 1900 a new County Court was built in Brighowgate Grimsby. Some of the Magistrates in 

the early days were:  

G.M. Allington Esq; (George Marmaduke 

Allington born 1798. Deputy Lieutenant and 

Magistrate; Landed Proprietor).  

The Rev. John Posthumous Parkinson D.C.L.; 

(born 1810. Clergyman of the Church of 

England having the care of souls; J.P. for the 

Part of Lindsey, Lincs.)  

The Rev Robert Price Williams;(born 1819. 

Rector of Scartho);   

Jonathan Field Esq; (born 1820. Landed 

Proprietor);  

Richard Thorold Esq; (born 1781. Commander 

Royal Navy. Weelsby House).   

T.J. Harneiss Esq. (born 1816. Theophilus John 

Harneiss, Farmer, Landed Proprietor, J.P. 

Hawerby Hall).   

 

Crimes of a more serious nature were dealt with 

at the Quarter Sessions or Assizes in front of a 

full court and jury. 

  

Image 9 A list of magistrates from 1902 Image 10 Grimsby Town Hall 
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Cleethorpes Police Stations 

 

Early Police Stations were not in Cleethorpes 
Before 1872 Cleethorpes didn’t have its own police station 

 

Before Cleethorpes had its very own Police Station, prisoners were  taken to Grimsby to appear 

before the Magistrates at the 

County Court which covered all 

of the rural villages surrounding 

Grimsby. The Magistrates Court 

met at the Town Hall in 

Grimsby.  The County Police 

Station was situated at No. 182 

Victoria-street Grimsby from 

the mid-Victorian period until 

1902 when a new County Police 

Station was erected in 

Brighowgate.  (The picture 

above taken c 1903 shows the 

old County Police Station in 

Victoria Street which when 

closed became C.G. Smith & 

Sons, Soap Manufacturers). 

Superintendant Walter Woolven 

was the Superintendant in 1863; in 1871 Superintendant Alfred Richdale was in command, in 

the 1880's George Stennett took over and was there until at 1902 when he took command of 

the new Police Station. In 1896 he also had a sergeant and 14 constables under his command. 

A new County Police Station was built in Brighowgate Grimsby around 1902 which also had 

a cottage in the Police Station yard, I presume for the Superintendant and his family.    

Image 12 Grimsby Police Station 

Image 11 County Police Station, Grimsby, Brighowgate 
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In 1906 as well as the Superintendant there was also the Deputy chief Constable for County 

stationed there. In 1910 Superintendant W. Osborne and the Deputy Chief Constable were at 

Brighowgate, in 1923 Superintendant Falgate was in command, with T. Cooke, sergeant and 

F. Booth Police Constable.  The County Police Station was later used as a Coroner's Court from 

the 1970's and is currently occupied by the firm of Solicitors. 

 

At a meeting of the Lindsey Quarter Sessions held in July 1870  the Chief Constable said "I 

feel it has now become my duty to ask the Court to order the erection without delay of a 

constable's cottage and two cells at Cleethorpes.  This place has become a favourite resort of 

the lower classes from Sheffield and other large manufacturing towns, and the railway 

frequently brings many thousands of persons there for a trip.  They are followed and 

accompanied by many thieves and pick-pockets and when such persons are apprehended there 

is no place of security in which to deposit them nearer than Grimsby."  The estimated cost 

Captain Bicknell gave was £320.   He reported that the cases summarily disposed of during the 

year had been 700, and the total number of cases dealt with was 863.  A comparison with the 

preceding five years was given and showed a greater number of offences during 1870 than in 

any of the previous years’ except 1868 when the summary cases stood at 725 and the total at 

893.   Captain Bicknell's report led to a lengthy discussion and eventually it was resolved that 

a letter should be written to the Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire Railway  Company 

asking if they would furnish a site for the prison should the court agree to build one.  

 

In early 1871 it was ordered that the Magistrates acting for the Grimsby Petty Sessional 

Division (with the assistance of the Chief Constable) be authorised to erect a lock-up in 

accordance with plans and estimates laid before the Court at a cost not exceeding £360. 

 

In April 1871 it was reported that the plans for The Cleethorpes Lock-up  lock, subject to some 

trifling alterations as suggested by the Home Office were passed. 

 

However, in July 1871 another report stated the Lock-up at Cleethorpes had not been proceeded 

with, the plans having been  sent back disapproved from the Home Secretary's Office more 

than once. 

 

 

The New Police House in Cleethorpes from 1872 

The ‘Police House’ which served from 1872 - 1932 

 

The 'Police House' was eventually built in 1872 near to the 

Railway Station and originally consisted of two cells, an 

exercise yard and a guard room, as well as accommodation 

for the Inspector and family.  The actual Police House 

fronted in the new Station-road, and the rear of the premises 

backed onto Grant Street. The property still stands to-day, the 

house is now a private dwelling.  In 1901 a charge room and 

two new cells were added. In the early days Edward 

Welbourne was the sergeant and he had four constables 

under him.   

 

In July 1878 (Extract from a meeting of the Lindsey Quarter Sessions).  A report from a 

committee of Magistrates was read, showing that in the Town Hall, branch lock-up, County 

police station and Cleethorpes station 48 prisoners could be incarcerated, that the Town 

Image 13 the police station on the right taken in Grant 

Street c. 1930 
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Council would permit the use of the Town Hall for the use of Quarter Sessions and afford every 

facility they can.   

THE COST OF THE CLEETHORPES POLICE STATION ADDITIONS. In April 1901The 

Surveyor reported that the contract price for the additions now being made to the Cleethorpes 

police station was £1,180 and it was agreed that £300 be advanced in addition to the amount 

already advanced. 

  

The Plans showing the proposed additional works to the police station were drawn up by James 

Thropp, the County Surveyor at Lincoln on 13th February 1901: 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 1903 LINCOLNSHIRE POLICE MATTERS:  TELEPHONES FOR THE POLICE: 

Agreements were entered into for securing telephonic communications between the county 

police station at Grimsby, the Cleethorpes police station and the Grimsby telephone exchange, 

the charge for the Brighowgate connection being £10 per annum and the Cleethorpes exchange 
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£8-10s.  Having regard to the amounts paid at Lincoln and elsewhere, the committee thought 

it excessive, but Mr. Scorer now mentioned he had made enquiries, and found those were the 

customary rates at Grimsby. 

 

In July 1908 Mr. Kennie, the weights and measures inspector reported that he had received 

from the Chief Constable, through  the Superintendant of Police at Grimsby, an intimation that 

the Police Buildings at Cleethorpes should be kept exclusively for police purposes and that 

accommodation for weights and measures business must be found elsewhere, also that for some 

years he had experienced great difficulty in obtaining a suitable place in Cleethorpes for 

stamping and adjusting purposes. A sub-committee was appointed to report on the matter. 
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The New Police Station for Cleethorpes from 1932 

the last Cleethorpes Police Station in Princes Road 

 

 

The “New” Police Station, built in Princes Road Cleethorpes was completed in June 1932.  
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In June 1931 Messrs. B. Pumfrey Limited contractors of Gainsborough secured contracts from 

the Lindsey County Council totalling over £50,000, including a new secondary school at 

Skegness, new police buildings at Cleethorpes and extensions and alterations to 

Gainsborough Court House and buildings.  

 

 

In July 1934 at the Lindsey Standing Joint Committee held at Lincoln the Clerk reported the 

receipt of letters from the Chief Constable, Superintendant Brumfield and the Clerk to the 

Cleethorpes Urban District Council with reference to the care of children lost by their parents 

during the summer months. Superintendant Brumfield said he had been unable to obtain the 

service of a woman in receipt of out-relief to attend to the care of the children at a rate of 6d 

per hour, as had been suggested and he asked that he be allowed to make  temporary 

arrangements with a woman at 9d per hour.  To this the committee eventually agreed but they 

also decided that the facilities at present existing at Cleethorpes Police Station for the reception 

of children be not continued next year. 

 

Alderman H. Kelly said that when Cleethorpes Police Station was built a room was set aside 

for the express purpose of receiving children who had been lost by their parents.   The Chief 

Constable remarked that as many as 40 squawking children were in the police station at one 

time and they were all terrified.  The Clerk said that the Skegness Urban District Council 

provided accommodation on the sands near the Clock Tower but the difficulty at Cleethorpes 

was said to be that Grimsby mothers went into Cleethorpes for the day and did not worry about 

their children. "They go out for the day, lose their children and then call at the police station 

in the evening to collect them." he added.  The chairman said if a policeman found a child who 

was lost it seemed that he would have to take care of it. 

 

He added that the room at Cleethorpes Police Station was well stocked with toys and a big  

rocking horse, but the noise they make interferes with the conduct of proper police business. 

There are people being charged and all kinds of business going on. The Clerk said it was the 

duty of the police to look after lost property and a lost child was lost property.  It was at this 

stage that Mr. Nelthorpe pictured the policeman with a rattle amusing the children. 

Image 14 July 1932 



Law and Order in Bygone Cleethorpes 

 

 

It was decided to permit a woman to be engaged to look after all lost children at the rate of 9d 

per hour until the end of September when the matter will again be discussed by the committee.  

 

Special Police Courts were often held at the Cleethorpes Police Station.  In February 1939 

Joseph Smith aged 22 a farm labourer of North Kelsey appeared at a special Police Court at 

Cleethorpes Police Station charged with abducting a 17 year old girl also from North Kelsey. 

He was remanded to appear at Caistor Police Court. 

 

From :"Cleethorpes and the Meggies" - Margaret Hart  1991: 

 

"An old Meggie has recalled the times before there were police cars or motor cycles, when 

private vehicles were  'loaned' for police business by acquiescent hirers.  On several occasions 

he was woken in the early hours to chauffeur the police in their line of duty". 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brereton Avenue 1948 
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End of an Era 

Closing the last Cleethorpes Police Station in 2019 

 

After serving Cleethorpes for over 70 years, Cleethorpes Police Station on Princes Road was 

finally closed in 2019 and put on the market for new uses. 

 

 
Image 15 Cleethorpes Police Station 2019 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A watercolour painting  

of the Police Station by  

Arthur Watson (ex-Police). 

   

Image 18 Grade 2 listed 

Image 16 Cells inside 

Image 17 at the rear 
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Extracts from the 1949 Annual Policing Report from the 

Chief Constable for Lincolnshire and covering the Lindsey 

Division which covered Cleethorpes 

 

In 1949 the senior officer at Cleethorpes was Superintendent A.M. Tew, in the Annual  

Report of the Chief Constable for Lincolnshire the following points were made: 

  

The up-grading at Cleethorpes of one of the 

two inspectors to chief inspector, the detective 

sergeant to detective inspector, and the 

sergeant in charge of administration to 

inspector. These proposals were deferred for 

12 months.  

 

The staff at Cleethorpes consisted of 68 regular 

officers and 1 x Auxiliary; there were 2 x 

police women; 5 x female clerks; 1 x cadet 

clerk; 1 x full time cleaner and 3 x part time 

cleaners. There were 2 x patrol cars; 2 x vans 

and 3 x motor cycles.  

 

SPORT: The inter-divisional competition for 

the Cricket Championship shield was won for 

the first time by Headquarters, who defeated 

the Cleethorpes division in the final by 128 

runs to 43. Thirteen matches were played by 

the force team, of which 5 were won, 3 drawn 

and the remainder lost. 

 

In Tennis, Headquarters were also successful 

in winning, for the first time, the inter-

divisional  Sup competition, Cleethorpes 

division being defeated in the final game.  

 

Superintendent A.M. Tew of the Cleethorpes 

division, represented the force in the National Police Golf Championship at the Royal Lytham 

St. Anne’s course on the 22nd and 23rd June 1949, and by returning cards of 77 and 79 tied with 

three other competitors for the first place. After a recount according to the rules , however, he 

was placed third in the individual championship.  Supt. Tew also represented the English police 

in the their International with the Scottish and Irish police. 

 

BUILDING PROGRAMME: In Cleethorpes 2 new houses had been erected, and 8 were in 

the process of being built.   It was also noted that at the Cleethorpes Divisional Headquarters, 

erection of additional offices etc in conjunction with a new courthouse at Cleethorpes. 

 

CRIMES - It was noted that a total of 4,436 reports of alleged crimes were committed in the 

Lindsey district in 1949 and the percentage detected was 52.4.  Of the 1,269 bicycles reported 

stolen during the year, no less than 840 were subsequently found abandoned, in circumstances 

indicating that no crime had been committed, and were returned to the owners without any 
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charge being preferred against the unauthorised takers.  Of the 177 motor vehicles and motor 

cycles stolen or taken without the consent of the owner during the year, all but one motor car 

and 2 motor cycles were recovered. 

 

Offences against the person have risen considerably, this past year’s figures of 236, the highest 

ever recorded in the history of the force.   The analysis is as follows:  Murder x 3; Attempted 

Murder x 4;  Manslaughter x 1; Malicious Wounding x 43; Abortion x 2; Rape and attempts to 

commit rape x 9; Bestiality x 1; Incest x 5; Unlawful carnal knowledge x 24; Bigamy x 7; 

Indecent Assaults on females x 101; (of then101 indecent assaults on females 88of the victims 

were under the age of 16, 61 being girls under 10 years of age);  Gross Indecency and assaults 

(males x 36).  

 

Thirty nine persons, 21 of whom were females attempted to commit suicide compared with 37 

in 1948.  

 

Non-Indictable Offences – 12,772 offences were committed during 1949 as detailed below:  

 

 
 

In Cleethorpes there were a total of 549 accidents reported, 7 people were killed; 85 were 

seriously injured and 126 were slightly injured. 
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In the Lindsey Division there were 585 fully licenced premises for the sale of intoxicants; 133 

x for consumption off the premises; 10 x Excise Licences; 127 x Registered Clubs; and 9 x 

Billiards Licences. 

 

The Street Pillar Telephone system in Cleethorpes continues to be the most efficient, and is 

enabling experiments to be made in connection with more effective methods of patrolling. The 

Lindsey Standing Joint Committee it was agreed to erect two police boxes at Cleethorpes.  

 

The exceptionally fine weather attracted huge crowds every week throughout the season to 

Cleethorpes when it was estimated that 1,250,000 visited the resort during the summer. At the 

height of the season it was necessary to draft officers from other divisions.  
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The Police at Work 

stories to tell 

 

A policeman’s lot is an interesting one. So have a read of some of the more interesting 

stories we’ve come across. 

 

20th September 1859 - Superintendent Loverock investigated a threepenny measure at the 

Cross Keys public house, Cleethorpes. “On Tuesday the 20th inst. a case was investigated 

before the magistrates, which excited considerable interest.  It appeared that superintendent 

Loverock, of the County Constabulary, whilst inspecting weights and measure at Cleethorpes, 

found a threepenny measure at the house of R. Clayton, “Cross-Keys inn, which he considered 

did not possess the proper mark. The landlord resisted the seizure on the ground that the 

measure had the Grimsby Corporation stamp; a scuffle ensued in which Mr. Clayton’s sister 

was thrown down.  The investigation lasted for three hours, The defendant, in refutation of the 

charge, which was that of obstructing superintendent Loverock and P.C. Holland in the 

execution of their duty, produced as witness a gentleman from Sheffield, who reflected upon 

the treatment to which defendant had been subjected, in strong terms.  Mr. Summers of Hull 

defended the case, and contended that if stamped at all, and correct in quantity,  the measures 

could not be legally seized.   The magistrates ordered them to be given up.  Mr. Chapman, 

druggist, Mr. Brown, publican and Mr. Good, grocer whose weights has been seized for the 

same reason applied to have them returned. The cases were adjourned until Tuesday 4th 

October. Mr. Summers was employed by defendants.” (The outcome of this case is unknown).  
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Frederick Medcalf was charged with stealing 14s and a purse the property of Mr. White at 

Humberstone on the 3rd December 1863. The prosecutor said the prisoner and he lived with 

fellow servants and slept in the same room. On the night of the 3rd December 1863  when he 

had gone to bed he had in his  trousers pocket a purse containing 14s. Medcalf got up first, and 

did not come in to breakfast, At that time, however prosecutor missed his purse and informed 

police-constable Richardson of Cleethorpes who apprehended the prisoner at Louth, and he 

then acknowledged the offence. Prisoner was sent to gaol for six months with hard labour. 

 

In September 1864 the attendance of the police constable of this village was lately demanded 

at the block of buildings known as the property of the Rev. E.R. Mantell, the appearance of a 

young man of doubtful intentions loitering about the place being given as the reason for the 

policeman's interference.  The shrubbery was beaten by the police constable and others who 

were well but rudely armed, and the "loiterer" turned out to be a young man who was only on 

a "courting" expedition. 

 

In November 1864 a Ratepayer at Cleethorpes sent this letter to the Lincolnshire Chronicle: 

 

 
 

In January 1866 Solomon Rowson a fisherman was fined 5s and costs 10s 6d for obstructing 

police constable Shaw in the execution of his duty. 

 

Lincolnshire Chronicle 15th February 1866: 

Amongst our notices of death is that of Richardson Shaw, the police constable station at 

Cleethorpes, whose modest bearing in the execution of his duty gained for him general respect.   

Being seized with a fatal affection he died after a few days suffering at the premature age of 

27.   Mr. Alfred Richdale, the inspector for the Grimsby division has addressed the following 

note to our correspondent. "I am truly grieved to inform you of the loss the force has sustained 

in the death of poor Shaw, which took place on the 11th inst, at half-past three o'clock in the 

afternoon, after seven days illness leaving a young widow, they having been married only ten 

weeks.   No Officer could be more respected by his superiors, other constables and the public 

generally. 
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In June 1867 Benjamin Dandeson Cleethorpes apprentice to Mr. J.R. Mackrill, draper and 

grocer Cleethorpes was brought up for assaulting Inspector Richdale whilst in the execution of 

his duty at Cleethorpes Feast. At two o'clock on Tuesday morning the Inspector was called 

upon to clear one of the public houses. Prisoner was in the passage with a girl and refused to 

leave the house and was consequently forced out. When complainant turned from him to re-

enter the house defendant struck him a severe blow behind the right ear. Mr. Mackrill spoke 

on behalf of the youth who was fined £2 including costs. His master paid the money. 

 

Henry Hobson of Cleethorpes Road, an old poacher was summoned for being in possession of 

apparatus for taking game.  W. Brown police constable stationed at  Cleethorpes deposed that 

on the 21st March 1868  at six a.m. he was on duty near the cemetery when he saw defendant 

coming along Abbey Road near the anti-mill with a bag.  On seeing the policeman he threw 

the bag over a wall and ran away. He also had a dog with him.  The bag contained 11 rabbits; 

one hare; 80 yards of net; also a "sling -shot", a few inches long suggestive of attack or defence.   

A fine of £1 was inflicted with 11s costs. The net and game to be destroyed. No order respecting 

the dog which the policeman took care of.  In default of payment he was sent to gaol for one 

month with hard labour. 

 

John Wright of Cleethorpes was charged with being drunk there on the 10th May 1870. He 

was lying in the road drunk where he was found by Police Constable Clarke whom he abused.  

he was fined 5s and costs and advised to drink less beer. 

 

Thomas Lamming of Cleethorpes. fisherman was brought up on a remand charged with 

assaulting P.C. W. Dain when in the execution of his duty at Cleethorpes on the 6th July 1870. 

Fined £5. Laming has on three previous occasions been convicted for assaulting the police.  

 

In October 1870 Thomas Lamming of Cleethorpes was again brought up on remand charged 

with assaulting P.C. Dain in the execution of his duty at Cleethorpes. He was fined £1 and costs 

10s 6d.  

 

Magisterial Compliment:  P.C. Dain of the County Constabulary stationed at Cleethorpes, on 

Monday 9th January 1871 received a graceful acknowledgement of a service rendered by 

him to the borough police force in a case of felony.  After hearing his evidence as given in our 

police report, the Mayor publically thanked Dain for the interest he had taken in the matter 

under notice, and for the way he had followed out the case.  

 

In November 1871 William Cooper alias Cockrill of Cleethorpes, fisherman for assaulting 

P.C. Bates of Cleethorpes was fined £1 and 18s costs. 

 

In April 1873 Samuel Turner a youth 15 years of age was charged with stealing a musical box 

value £4 the property of Mr, J.A. Clarkson of Cleethorpes. When he and his wife returned home 

from a visit to Goole they found a window had been broken and the kitchen door was 

unfastened. A musical box had been taken. He reported the fact to P.C. Dain. A witness Thomas 

Bancroft Junior said the prisoner sold it to him for 8s just after Christmas. He had some repairs 

done to it and then he sold it to Mr. C. Wilson druggist for £1 17s 6d. P.C. Dain traced it to Mr. 

Wilson and took possession of it. The prisoner at this time was undergoing a term of 

imprisonment at Lincoln at the expiration of which he was apprehended and committed for 

trial. 
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George Bancroft, Charles Appleyard and Joseph Burgess, fisherman were charged with 

assaulting P.C. Leesing in the execution of his duty at Cleethorpes on the 15th September 

1875  Bancroft was fined £1 and 19s costs, Appleyard £1 and 16s costs and Burgess 10s and 

costs £1 14s 6d. Burgess was further charged with being drunk and riotous. Fined 5s and 11s 

6d costs. 

 

The following article was reported in the ‘Grimsby Herald’ May 19th 1879: 

“LIVELY DOINGS AT CLEETHORPES – An old and nearly obsolete custom was revived at 

Cleethorpes on Monday evening. It appears that a person residing within twenty miles of the 

Humbestone road, is addicted to getting somewhat intoxicated at times.  When in this excited 

state he gives vent to his feelings by abusing his wife and annoying 

the neighbourhood generally. This was especially the case on 

Saturday, when he carried “on” the same old game “to a good 

tune”.  On Monday night the greater part of the youth of the village 

assembled near his house, and having armed themselves with 

sticks, old pots, pans etc. proceeded to serenade him with music 

that was anything but sweet.  In fact there was more noise than 

harmony. Having kept this up for some time they adjourned to the 

beach, made an effigy, and burnt it.  During the time it was burning 

one of the ringleaders read the burial service amidst intense 

silence.”  Note - According to an old custom "Riding Stang 'ad ter 

be done three nights runnin' so as the law couldn't get em for it." 

 

On Bank Holiday 1892 a large body of police, under the charge of Inspector Harris, kept 

excellent order and the vastly important duty of getting the trip trains away at night ably 

accompanied by Mr. Stationmaster Hewitt and his staff.  

 

DEATH OF A CLEETHORPES EX-POLICEMAN: Ex-Inspector Frank Harris, for many 

years in charge of the branch police-station at New Clee, Grimsby and subsequently at 

Cleethorpes died at his residence, Perseverance Terrace (Thrunscoe Road) on the 27th 

December 1893 at the age of 48. He retired in June 1892 due to failing health, heart disease in 

its most serious form, accompanied by incipient dropsy, incapacitating him from further 

service. Upon his leaving the force he was presented by Superintendent Stennett on behalf of 

the local County Police with a silver tea service and upon the incorporation of the Clee and 

Weelsby district with Grimsby, the principal inhabitants of the former locality presented him 

with a gold watch and chain valued at £30. He was remarkably successful in the detection of  

crime, and his courtesy  and kindliness rendered him esteem by all classes who came into 

contact with him. He was buried in the Cleethorpes Cemetery on 29th December 1893. 
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Grimsby Daily Telegraph 15th December 1900 CLEETHORPES COUNTY 

POLICE:  The County Police are very ably represented at Cleethorpes in the person 

of Inspector Bowles, who since he has been in charge of the Cleethorpes 

contingency has contributed not a little to the improvements in the policing of that 

place. It will be remembered that only a week ago the Inspector made a very smart 

capture in the person of the man Davis "wanted" by the Birmingham Police on a 

charge of embezzling a large sum of money.   The man was found on the Promenade, 

apparently in a fit.   When taken to the police station he betrayed himself by writing 

his proper name on a slip of paper after he was recovering from the attack and 

afterwards suspicions by declaring that his name was Siddons 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE CLEETHORPES MYSTERY – STARTLING DEVELOPMENTS ARREST OF 

DAVIES:   

“A startling sequel has been provided in regard to the case of sudden illness of the man who 

gave his name as William Davies. There appeared something suspicious about the man from 

the first and after his return to his lodgings. Inspector Bowles communicated with the Borough 

Police, when it transpired that he answered the description of a man required for obtaining the 

sum of £89 7s 6d from a firm at Birmingham. The full name of the man is William Richard 

Davies, whilst the name he gave the police when he regained consciousness on Thursday was 

William Davies. He was taken before Mr. Bannister yesterday and remanded, and will 

probably be brought before the Birmingham Bench on Monday. It was said that though the 

above sum was given in the warrant, the defalcations altogether amounted to £1,000.” 

 

December 1900 Charlotte Baister aged 28 a single woman was sent to prison for seven days 

for sleeping out in Cleethorpes. She was found on the switchback on Christmas morning by 

P.C.  Fowler. 

 

According to the 1901 Census The Following members of the local Police Force were living 

at Cleethorpes.    

 

At the County Police Station in Station Road Cleethorpes  Benjamin Bowles, aged 39 Inspector 

of Police was living there  with his  wife and son. Also two prisoners, George Cooper, Mariner 

and George Gibbs, Fisherman. 

 

John Thomas Brighton, aged 29 Police Constable living at 102 Lovett Street with his wife and 

daughter.  

Charles Hartley, a single man aged 21, Police Officer was a boarder at 66 College-street. 

John Spafford aged 21, a single man a Police Constable was a boarder at 4 Osbourne Street.  

George Wm Wade, aged 27 married Police Constable was living at 41 Cosgrove Street with 

his wife, daughter and son. 

 

Image 19 Inspector Bowles 
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On 7th April 1908 a Grimsby mother, Mary Jane Ashforth Smith aged 34 the wife of Arthur 

Smith of 50 Castle Street, took two of her children, a baby aged 7months and a toddler aged  

about 2½ years on the tram to 

Cleethorpes. After alighting 

from the tram near the 

Kingsway, with the tide up she 

walked down several steps into 

the sea carrying her children 

and shortly afterward she was 

found face down in the water 

by Joseph Croft a fisherman, 

the baby was floating next to 

her. He immediately ran to 

fetch a Constable and they set 

about getting the woman and 

baby out of the water. It was 

then discovered that another 

child was in the water clinging 

onto a railing barely alive he 

was given resuscitation and 

after some time rallied round. 

At the inquest it emerged that the mother had been suffering from ill-health. she had had a 

stroke and was in low health. Inspector Sindall if the County Police gave evidence and a verdict 

given "That the woman wilfully murdered the baby and then committed suicide during 

temporary insanity" 

 

April 1908 - George Marshall of 120 Lambert Road Grimsby was charged with a serious 

assault on Sergeant Johnson at Cleethorpes on Easter Monday. He was further charged with 

being drunk and disorderly. When arrested he made a deliberate kick at the Sergeant's head but 

fortunately his helmet prevented serious injury. He also kicked the officer on his hand. Marshall 

was fined 40s and 3 costs for the assault or one month for the assault and 5s and 3s costs for 

being drunk. 

 

July 1915 - One of the Constables rendered 'first aid' to an Electric Car at Cleethorpes: A 

donkey got on the tramway track and was walking in that leisurely fashion associated with the 

animal. The driver of the tram rang the bell and shouted, and the donkey trotted on totally 

unconcerned despite the shouts which seemed to strengthen the determination of the donkey to 

continue on his way. A constable however was soon on the scene and he soon pulled the donkey 

off the tracks to the great cheers from the driver, the passengers and onlookers.  What the 

constable did with the donkey is unknown. 

 

November 1915 - Inspector Duffin, after five years service at Cleethorpes has left to take up a 

similar position at Spittlehead Police Station Grantham. He was previously at Barton. His 

successor at Cleethorpes is Inspector A. Johnson of Skegness.  

 

The Times 15th May 1919: At a wedding at Cleethorpes yesterday the bride-groom was a 

police-constable, Charles Beacock. Police constable Beacock joined the Coldstream Guards 

when only 17 years of age, and was captured in 1916 by the Germans, but escaped to the British 

lines a few days later in a German Uniform. He served 3¾ years, and was wounded and gassed. 
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While in hospital he volunteered for a blood transfusion operation, which was successfully 

performed. He joined the police since demobilisation 

 

1935/6 - Superintendant of Police, Shops Act Inspector; Inspector under the Explosive Act and 

Petroleum Inspector.  Benj. J. Brumfield. 

1935/6 Police Station, Princes Road, Superintendent B. Brumfield, Inspector I. Booth 

 

May 1939 - Stanley Hoggatt aged 34 a labourer lately lodging at 33 Humber-street Cleethorpes 

was charged at a special Cleethorpes Police Court with breaking a window and damaging a 

blind at Cleethorpes Police Station on a Saturday night the extent of the damage being 8s 3d.   

P.C. Dowsey said that at 10.35 pm he was in the general office at the Police Station when 

Hoggatt came in and asked if they could put him up for the night as he had nowhere to go. He 

said his landlady who was a German, had turned him out because he wanted to join the R.A.F.  

He had been drinking but was not drunk. He was fined 12s 6d. 

 

July 1939 - Cricket: The County Constabulary Cup:  At Cleethorpes the Stamford Divisional 

Police easily survived the first round in connection with the Lincolnshire Constabulary Cup 

when they piled on a total of 191 runs against 37 made by Cleethorpes.  

 

May 1940 - 37 YEARS IN UNIFORM: A total of 37 years in the Lincolnshire Constabulary 

and Army is the fine record of Supt. Benjamin Acrill  who retires on 1st June 1940. He joined 

the force in 1912 and was stationed at Cleethorpes until the outbreak of war in 1914.  

  

In January 1940 - The new scale of pay for the rank of Superintendant at Cleethorpes present 

£415, after 1 year £480. C. Dunham was the Superintendant at Cleethorpes. 

 

November 1941 -  His many friends will be pleased to know that Police Sergeant A.E. Smith 

now stationed at Cleethorpes has been promoted to Inspector. Aged 44 Inspector Smith is the 

younger son of Mr. W.H. Smith  of Barrowby and joined the police force after service in the 

Great War. His promotion carries with it the responsibility of organising the Fire Guard in the 

Grimsby Rural Districts. 

Friday 13th December 1947 - Two German Prisoners of War made a violent attack on a Police 

Constable at Cleethorpes Police Station last night, bound him in blankets from the cells and 

made their escape. They were recaptured at 

Fulstow where they were found in a dug-

out attached to a disused radar station. 

They had previously escaped from 

Kirmington Prison of War camp and were 

at large for a month before being arrested 

in London.   When P.C. Sidney Reed was 

making a routine call at the cells he was 

violently struck in the face and rendered 

unconscious by one of the men, they took 

his keys and made their escape.  When he 

recovered consciousness he struggled 

upstairs to give the alarm and police from 

all over the county were called out in an 

intensive search. They were recaptured and 

brought back to Cleethorpes to be handed 

over to the Bedford Police. Image 20 Summons Report Form 1940’s 
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A selection of clippings of other true and amusing stories 

from Police Officers 
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Petty Crime and Criminals 

Wrong-doings in Cleethorpes through the years 

 

"Man's Crimes are his worst enemies, following like shadows,  

till they drive his steps into the pit he dug". 

 

The word ‘Petty’ is defined in the Oxford Dictionary as being something that is unimportant; 

trivial; little-minded; minor or inferior.  Petty crime covered a wide range of offences, the most 

common being drunkenness &  assault; (these two accounted for about half of all the cases 

brought before the magistrates);  begging and vagrancy;  theft; causing a public nuisance;   

bastardy and removal orders;  absconding or refusing to obey lawful orders; wilful damage, 

dangerous driving; having unjust weights; and,  because of its location as a seaside resort there 

were a lot of cases of cruelty to animals especially the donkeys. 

 

Drink related cases came under several headings:  they were either ‘drunk’  ‘drunk and riotous’  

‘ drunk and incapable’  ‘drunk and disorderly’  or  ‘drunk and uproarious’.  

 

 

Early Punishments 

what those petty criminals could expect for their efforts 

 

The punishments given seem quite harsh compared to petty crime to-day, but it didn't always 

stop petty criminals. It was quite common for some 

cases to be settled out of court by mutual consent of the 

complainant and defendant. Many of the cases were 

dismissed or the offender would be admonished and 

warned not to offend again.   

 

The majority of offenders were fined with costs. Other 

more severe punishments were to be sent to the stocks 

which were an instrument of punishment in which the 

offenders would sit with their ankles held fast through 

holes. They would be exposed to public humiliation and 

would often be pelted with rotten food or missiles.   

Stocks had been around for 

centuries and were used mainly 

for drunks, rowdies and other 

minor offenders.  The expression "To be made a laughing stock" 

originates from this punishment.  

 

Grimsby certainly had stocks, and the stocks in Cleethorpes are believed 

to have been located at Cuttelby near to St Peters School. Those 

sentenced to be whipped publicly would have been exposed again to 

public scrutiny usually in the Market Place, or privately in the confines 

of a cell via the use of a whipping post.   

 

 

 

Image 22 Stocks 

Image 21 Whipping Post 
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Many more were sent to the House of Correction (gaol) usually with hard labour. For men the 

hard labour would probably have been on a treadwheel, the women would have to pick oakum, 

work in the laundry plus other menial jobs within the prison. There not being any suitable 

prison accommodation other than 'lock-ups' in the area in the early days they would have been 

sent either to the House of Correction at Louth or Spilsby, later to Lincoln or Hull.   

 

Other common punishments were the treadwheel or picking oakum. 

 

The treadwheel was a massive wooden wheel which could hold about a dozen or so men and 

was turned by the act of climbing its steps.   The prisoner would spend an average of 6 hours a 

day on the treadwheel.   He would need “to lift his body up three feet at each step” - “he would 

climb 57 steps in a minute”. The precise rigour of the wheel depended on the height the 

prisoners were required to climb.  This varied from 6,000 feet per day to over 16,000 feet. 

    

Picking Oakum was carried out by prisoners in their cells.   Oakum is old tarred ships’ ropes 

from an inch upwards in thickness.   The rope which was set solid had to be pulled apart strand 

by strand and the tar removed until each strand was very fine.   Prisoners were expected to pick 

three pounds of oakum per day, but this was hardly ever achieved even when working up to 

fourteen hours a day.   The finished product was used for caulking wooden walls, and portions 

went to fishing ports, but most was re-spun into ropes and sold.    This is probably where the 

expression ‘money for old rope’ comes from. 

 

                            

 

  

Image 24 Picking Oakum Image 23 On The Treadwheel 
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Petty Criminals, Victims and Crimes through the years. 
A compendium of local crime reports from 1799 – 1950 

Since as far back as 1799 local newspapers 

have been recording crimes, criminals, 

offenses, victims and punishments across 

Cleethorpes and the area.  We’ve come 

across hundreds of interesting examples.  

Follow these petty crimes over the years 

from 1799 all the way up to 1950. 

We make no guarantees to dates, names and 

details as these have been reproduced from 

various newspaper reports. 

- 

 

On the 18th March 1799 William. 

Nicholson; J. Marshall sen; James Marshall 

jun; W. Coulbeck and Thomas Kirkby all of 

Cleethorpes were brought before the Rev. 

Wm. Thorold, clerk and William Marshall 

Esq. by virtue of their warrant and were 

severally convicted in the sum of £5 8s  a-

piece for feloniously taking and carrying 

the ale from a hogshead which was cast 

upon the shore of Cleethorpes from the Brig 

'Union', making in the whole £27, being 

treble the value thereof.  

 

William Coulbeck one of the culprits, the 

same evening he paid the fine, was detected 

in breaking open a crate of earthen-ware 

and stealing thereout several articles, for 

which offence he stands fully committed to 

the Kirton bridewell to take his trial. 

 

March 1807 John Hall jun. a clock and 

watchmaker of Grimsby  was committed to 

Lincoln Castle, charged by the Coroner's 

Inquest, on view of the body of John 

Edwards, then lying dead at Cleethorpes, 

with having feloniously killed the said John 

Edwards. It appeared that the prisoner and 

the deceased having had some words in a 

Public House at Grimsby were put out into 

the street where they boxed for 45 minutes 

until Edwards was dreadfully mangled and 

had scarcely the power to stand. being taken 

to his home at Cleethorpes. He lingered 

until the next day and then died. (John Hall 

was imprisoned for one month). 

 

June 1809 William Croft a fisherman of 

Cleethorpes was convicted before the 

mayor of Hull in the mitigated penalty of 

50s for having taken up an anchor and cable 

in the Humber and carried the same to 

Grimsby, in violation of the Act of 

Parliament to prevent anchors and cable, 

which are accidentally or otherwise left in 

the Humber, from being 

fraudulently taken up and 

carried away.  

 

October 1816 John 

Kirkman, late of 

Cleethorpes, yeoman was 

committed for an assault 

on a sheriff's officer in the execution of his 

duty, and was fined 1s and ordered to be 

committed to the bridewell for one month.  

 

July 1818 William Colebeck of 

Cleethorpes paid the mitigated penalty of 5s 

for obstructing the gig of the Rev. Thomas 

Dixon of Laceby on the Grimsby turnpike 

road.  

 

October 1826 William Darbyshire and 

Robert Britton late of Cleethorpes, 

labourers, convicted of a misdemeanour at 

that place were fined 1s and discharged.  

 

July 1827 John Wommersley of 

Cleethorpes was committed to the house of 

correction at Kirton for three months for 

wanton and cruel treatment to an ass under 

his care by beating it with a carpenter's axe 

upon the head. 

 

March 1828 William Kirk jun (eldest son 

of Edward Kirk now in Lincoln gaol under 

sentence of transportation for life for 

maiming sheep at Grimsby) is in custody on 

suspicion of being concerned in maiming 

seven heifers and one horse at Cleethorpes.  
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April 1828 John Croft, late of Cleethorpes, 

labourer was convicted of stealing six 

ducks from James Wright of the same 

place. Committed to the bridewell to Hard 

Labour for three  calendar months. 

 

 

July 1829 Martin Mills of Cleethorpes, 

labourer convicted of stealing 12 scythe 

blades from Ed. Shelton was committed to 

hard labour for three calendar months, the 

first and last week in solitary confinement.  

 

23rd July 1835 Joseph Neve of 

Cleethorpes a fisherman was charged with 

obtaining five shillings from Mr. James 

Risdale at the 'Humber Hotel' Hull under 

the pretence that he had been sent there to 

draw the sum on behalf of William. 

Hembrough of Cleethorpes for picking up 

his boat. Mr. Hembrough had not lost a boat 

nor did he send the prisoner who was 

committed for trial. 

 

April 1840 Westoby Hodgson of 

Cleethorpes, labourer was summoned for 

assaulting Joseph Caldicott. The fact 

having been proved he was fined 10s and 

costs. 

 

Committed to Lincoln Castle on the 12th 

October 1845. James Chapman Taylor 

charged with setting fire to an oat stack the 

property of William Cowlbeck of 

Cleethorpes. 

 

17th February 1846 Adam Borrell, 

fishmonger was charged by Charles 

Richardson fisherman of Cleethorpes with 

assaulting him. Case withdrawn on 

payment of costs.  

 

March 1846 Ann Kiddall of Cleethorpes 

was charged by Ann Pearson with violently 

assaulting her was convicted in the penalty 

of 2s 6d and costs £1 8s 6d. 

 

May 1846 Mr. Thomas Frankish, miller of 

Cleethorpes was fined 5s and costs for not 

allowing Mr. Cooper, surveyor of the 

turnpikes (the complainant) sufficient room 

to pass his cart, and for refusing to give his 

name when requested, his cart also being 

without a name. 

 

July 1846 Benjamin Grant of Cleethorpes 

was charged with being drunk in the parish 

of Cleethorpes. Discharged on payment of 

costs. 

 

July 1847 Joseph Appleyard, draper of 

Cleethorpes was summoned for having in 

his possession a ½lb weight deficient of 2 

drams. The Bench said that in this instance 

no fraud was intended but warned that even 

harbouring light weights would be liable to 

a penalty of £5 for each weight deficient. 

The weight to be destroyed and expenses of 

4s 6d to be paid.  At the same court John 

Parker, grocer of Cleethorpes had a stone 

weight 8 drams deficient, a 2 lb weight 2 

drams deficient and a measure of the 

standard yard a ¼ of an inch deficient.  The 

plea with respect to the yardwand was that 

is had worn away by standing it upon the 

ground. She was fined 5s and 7s costs. The 

weights forfeited.  Also Fanny Chapman of 

Cleethorpes had several weights a few 

drams short. She was fined 1s and expenses.  

 

November 1847 James Chapman Taylor 

for stealing at Cleethorpes 3½d the property 

of Charles Glover. No True Bill.  

 

January 1849  Charles Frow for stealing at 

Cleethorpes one pair of grooving-planers 

the property of Samuel Lidgard. Acquitted. 

 

April 1849 Ann Temple for stealing at 

Cleethorpes a print gown the property of 

Moses Walmsley . No True Bill. 
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April 1850 Joseph Heath, for stealing at 

Cleethorpes some 

oysters the property 

of Thomas Grant  was 

sent to gaol for 

fourteen days. 

 

 

 

 

June 1850 Walker Moody a Cleethorpes 

fisherman was charged by Mr. West 

collector of the Market Tolls for the 

borough of Louth, on behalf of the lessee of 

the said tolls, with selling a quantity of 

oysters out of the market in one of the Inn 

yards, thereby evading the payment of toll. 

Moody stated that the oysters had been 

previously ordered and was merely 

delivering them. He said he had never paid 

a toll. The Magistrates thought the case had 

better be quashed on the payment of cost 8s 

6d which Moody objected to, but on being 

told that if he objected then he would be 

convicted and the amount would be much 

heavier. He reluctantly paid the money.  

 

July 1850 Thomas Sharp pleaded guilty of 

stealing from the person at Cleethorpes, a 

sixpence the property of John Bratton. He 

was given seven years Transportation. 

 

January 1851 Thomas Knight a fisherman 

from Cleethorpes was charged by Mr. 

Thomas Newmarch, landlord of the 

Brocklesby Ox at Ulceby with stealing a 

silver spoon from his kitchen on the. He 

was committed to Kirton sessions. 

 

July 1851 John White, yeoman of 

Cleethorpes  was brought under a warrant 

charged by Mary, wife of Daniel Burton, 

gamekeeper of Weelsby, with using 

threatening language. He said she would 

never see her husband again and 

commanded her to go down on her knees as 

her time was short.  He was bound in his 

own recognizance of £40 and two sureties 

in £20 each to keep the peace for twelve 

months. 

 

Three days later John White was again 

charged with assaulting Mary Burton by 

stroking his hand over her face. He was 

fined £2 and costs. He was further charged 

with being drunk; information withdrawn 

on promising not to offend again. 

 

August 1851  John Harper against Edward 

Robinson alias Mumby of Cleethorpes for 

an assault. Defendant not appearing a 

warrant was issued for his apprehension. 

 

September 1851 Mr Briskham, a constable 

at Cleethorpes was summoned by the 

Superintendent of Police charged with 

neglect of duty. He was reprimanded and 

discharged on his paying costs.  

 

October 1851 Lucy Rushforth aged 19 

years was charged with stealing at 

Cleethorpes a purse and 5s 8½d the 

property of Sarah Holland. No True Bill. 

 

Also Charles Robinson aged 21 years, for 

stealing at Cleethorpes a gold brooch etc. 

the property of John S. Sterland. Two 

months imprisonment. 

 

January 1852 George Robinson and Sam 

Appleyard of Cleethorpes were charged 

with breaking glass in the house of Mary 

Howson.  Case Dismissed. 

 

June 1852 George Sinderson blacksmith 

and Thomas Johnson labourer of 

Cleethorpes were summoned at the instance 

of William Leary of the same place with 

assaulting him. The former was fined 1s 

and costs, the case against the latter to stand 

over until the 15th inst. The case was 

eventually dismissed.  

 

October 1852 Mary Ann Luker aged 50 

pleaded guilty of stealing at Cleethorpes a 

quantity of bones from William Clayton 

Stow. She was sent to gaol for one month. 
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January 1853 William Rowson charged 

with stealing at 

Cleethorpes a 

quantity of coal, 

the property of 

William Rowson 

(sic). He pleaded 

guilty and was 

given three months with hard labour at 

Spilsby. 

 

March 1853 Thomas Johnson in the 

service of Mr. Richard Garniss, farmer 

Cleethorpes was summoned at the instance 

of Thomas Pexton groom to Mr. Gordon of 

Cleethorpes charged with assaulting him. 

He was convicted in the penalty of £2 and 

costs £1 2s 6d or in default to be  committed 

to the house of correction for two calendar 

months. 

 

June 1853 John Croft; William Drewery;  

Robert Crake; Charles Clement and John 

Linn were severally charged with playing at 

pitch and toss in the public highway in the 

parish of Cleethorpes. They were 

reprimanded and discharged on payment of 

3s each.  

 

     

    

 

John Forman labourer of Cleethorpes was 

summoned at the instance of William 

Rowson of the same place charged with 

assaulting him. The parties were allowed to 

settle the case out of court. Forman was 

further charged with assaulting Thomas 

Brown of Cleethorpes on the 14th 

September 1853, defendant was convicted 

in the mitigated penalty of 18s and costs.  

 

September 1853 John Coulbeck of 

Cleethorpes a fisherman was charged with 

assaulting Isaac Chapman of the same 

place. Allowed to settle out of court. 

 

June 1855 Moses Walmsley, fisherman of 

Cleethorpes, an old offender was fined £4 

including costs for an assault on Mr. 

Thomas Morvinson,  proprietor of the 

Fountain Inn, Grimsby. He paid £2 and the 

remainder to be paid in a fortnight. 

 

September 1855 Charles Robinson  late in 

the employ of Mr. King Cleethorpes was 

apprehended under a warrant and brought 

before the Rev. R.P. Williams assaulting 

Mark Ellis of Cleethorpes.   Bound over in 

his own recognizance to appear when called 

upon 

 

Also Christopher Harper apprentice to 

Joseph Appleyard of Cleethorpes, tailor, 

John Robinson fisherman of Cleethorpes, 

Thomas Grant of Cleethorpes, fisherman, 

and George Dabb, carrier between 

Cleethorpes and Grimsby, were summoned 

at the instance of Superintendent Campbell 

who caught them in a garden in the parish 

of Scartho on Sunday night, the 16th 

September 1855, stealing apples.  They 

were each fined 10s and the costs in each 

case amounted to 12s. In default of payment 

to be committed for 2 months. 

 

January 1856 James Hall and William 

Green charged with Sunday poaching at 

Cleethorpes, having absconded were 

brought up by warrant. Hall was fined £5 

including costs and Green £1 16s 6d. In 

default of payment to two month's hard 

labour. 

 

May 1856  Joseph Bancroft brickmaker of 

Cleethorpes, was fined £5 for an unmanly 

assault on an old man named James Wright 

of the same place, by throwing him into a 
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pond with about six feet of water. The 

amount was paid. 

 

August 1856 Thomas Evison carrier of 

Cleethorpes was fined 2s 6d and costs 17s 

for shooting a pigeon the 

property of Edmund Ellis 

of Thrunscoe.  

 

At the same court George 

Willoughby Burgess, 

innkeeper of Cleethorpes 

was bound over in his own recognizance in 

£20 to keep the peace for twelve months 

towards his wife. 

 

And Moses Waumsley, fisherman of 

Cleethorpes, an old offender, was fined 5s 

and costs 9s for being drunk in the above 

parish on the 19th August 1856. 

 

Also Robert Swaby, Walker Moody and 

Thomas Evison of Cleethorpes  were 

summoned at the instance of Mr. Henry 

Mitchell, officer of excise at Grimsby 

charged with using stage carriages without 

a license between Grimsby and Cleethorpes 

in the months of August and September 

1856.  Each fined £5 and costs, with a 

recommendation from the bench to the 

Commissioners of Excise to reduce the 

penalty to £2 10s in each case. 

January 1857 George Willoughby Burgess 

landlord of the Leeds Arms at Cleethorpes 

with an aggravated assault on his wife.  This 

being his second offence he was committed 

to hard labour in the House of Correction at 

Louth for six calendar months. 

 

A case was heard at the Grimsby County 

Court on the 16th April 1857. Parker of 

Sheffield against Moody of Cleethorpes 

which caused much merriment. The 

Plaintiff John Parker describing himself as 

a Fishmonger residing at Sheffield brought 

an action against Walker Moody a 

fisherman of Cleethorpes to recover for 

money had and for non-delivery of oysters. 

It appears that Parker had sent an order, 

payable at the Grimsby Post Office for ten 

shillings to Moody requiring him to send 

the value thereof in oysters, but the latter 

not having the goods to supply him he 

returned the money which Parker 

acknowledged.   Parker wanted paying for 

the loss he had sustained in not receiving 

the oysters, expense of lawyer's letters etc. 

This laborious man had travelled on foot 

from Sheffield to Grimsby a distance of 70 

miles to attend the court for which he 

expected to be paid 6d per mile and loss of 

three days occupied in travelling all of 

which were disallowed, and a non-suit 

pronounced. 

 

September 1857 Thomas O'Brian was 

charged with stealing a hand bell from the 

'Leeds Arms' Cleethorpes was bound over 

in his own recognizance of £5 to appear on 

the 29th. 

 

November 1857 Thomas Evison of 

Cleethorpes was again 

charged with shooting a 

tame carrier pigeon. 

Evison had been 

convicted of shooting a 

pigeon belonging to Mr. 

E. Ellis of Thrunscoe 

about twelve months 

since. Fined the full penalty of £2 and 

ordered to pay also 5s the value of the bird 

and 14s 6d expenses.  

Also Richard Dixon of Cleethorpes was 

charged by Joseph Ainsworth, surveyor of 

Highways of this parish, with driving cattle 

on the footpaths and refusing to drive them 

off when ordered by the Surveyor to do so.  

Fined 10s 6d and costs. 

 

March 1858 Hannah Burrell of 

Cleethorpes who states she is 25 years of 

age who is reputed to be the mother of 

seven or eight illegitimate children, was 

charged with drunk and riotous conduct at 

Hull. Fined 1s without costs. 
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 4th May 1858 A warrant was issued for the 

apprehension of Fanny Driffield who 

absconded on the 30th April taking with her 

£16 the property of Ann Stevenson of 

Cleethorpes. She was traced to Louth by 

Supt. Campbell where she took a ticket to 

Boston. After a fruitless search in Boston he 

proceeded to London, then to Barking 

where she had stopped for two nights and 

then returned to London. After another 

fruitless search Supt. Campbell found she 

had gone to Ipswich and then to Lowestoft, 

from there he traced  her to Yarmouth when 

he succeeded  in apprehending her.  

 

August 1858 Levi Stephenson a fisherman 

of Cleethorpes was summoned at the 

instance of Police-constable 117, charged 

with Sunday trading in his booth on the 

sands at Cleethorpes. Discharged with a 

caution not to sell during the hours of divine 

service. 

 

Also James Wright and John Bancroft – 

This was an assault case at Cleethorpes 

where both parties reside. Defendant was 

fined 5s and 12s costs. 

 

And Mary Norden and Jane Ann Norden 

were charged with begging at Cleethorpe.  

The former was committed to Spilsby for 

fourteen days and the latter was discharged. 

 

Moses Waumsley fisherman, Cleethorpes 

who was apprehended the previous day by 

P.C. 117, charged with stealing 18 score of 

oysters the property of Joseph Grant of 

Cleethorpes, was admitted to bail, to appear 

on the 17th August 1858. 

 

And Thomas Burgess of Cleethorpes was 

charged with assaulting Joseph Croft of the 

same place.  Allowed to settle out of court. 

 

September 1858  Amos Appleyard 

fisherman of Cleethorpes was charged by 

Police-constable 117 with being drunk and 

disorderly at the above place.  Fined 5s and 

costs 13s 6d. 

 

 
 

Also Levi Stephenson of Cleethorpes was 

charged by William Rowson of the same 

place with committing wilful damage to a 

booth on the sands, alleged to be the 

property of complainant, and in which the 

defendant claimed a right.  Case dismissed. 

 

And Moses Walmsley  jun for stealing 18 

score of oysters the property of Joseph 

Grant at Cleethorpes. Acquitted. 

 

November 1858 William Chapman a 

fisherman of Cleethorpes was fined 5s and 

9s 6d costs for a drunken brawl. 

 

William Suggett of Cleethorpes was 

charged with being drunk and riotous at an 

early hour on a Sunday morning in 

December 1858 .  Policeman  No. 4 

deposed to having seen Suggett several 

times on Saturday night, evidently bent on 

a lark, and was at length called to a house 

of notoriety where the inmates were in a 

state of trepidation, through there having 

been poles put through the window and he 

there took the prisoner into custody.  Fined 

15s and 6s costs with severe reprimand. 

 

May 1859 Thomas Johnson seaman of 

Cleethorpes was summoned on the 

information of Mary Ann Dixon towards 

the support of her illegitimate child.  Order 

made to pay 1s per week. 
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October 1859 Henry Clayton  and Mary 

Ann Clayton of Cleethorpes were charged 

with obstructing John Lowcock Inspector 

of Weights & Measures in the execution of 

his duty was fined £1 and costs. 

 

Also The following persons all residents of 

Cleethorpes were charged by the Inspector 

of Weights and Measures with having light 

weights and fined accordingly, namely: 

 

1). Thomas Easton for light weights, 2s 6d 

and costs and for unjust weighing machines 

2s 6d and costs. 

2). William Rowston shopkeeper, light 

weights 1s and costs. 

3). Thomas Bratley shopkeeper, light 

weights 1s and costs. 

4). Thomas Frankish, Miller, 1s and costs. 

5). James Brown, shopkeeper 1s and costs. 

6). Judith Kelley, 1s and costs. 

7). John J. Lakeman , shopkeeper, 1s and 

costs. 

8). Thomas Mawer, butcher 1s and costs. 

9). James Brownson, grocer 2s 6d and 

costs. 

10). Thomas Chapman, 1s and costs. 

11). William Broughton, 1s and costs. 

 

Richard Clayton Innkeeper of Cleethorpes 

for having his house open at 20 minutes 

after 11 o'clock on Sunday Evening the 3rd 

June 1860 The case was dismissed.  

 

August 1860 T. Wood was fined 5s and 

costs for furiously driving at Cleethorpes. 

 

Also Joseph Lilly of Cleethorpes was 

charged by Henry Mitchell officer of the 

excise with using a stage carriage without a 

licence. Fined £3 including costs.  

 

September 1860 Thomas Johnson of 

Cleethorpes was charged with being drunk 

and disorderly. He was fined 5s and costs. 

 

October 1860 Mark Hughes a labourer 

aged 35 was convicted on the charge of 

having stolen several articles of wearing 

apparel from a sailor boy at Cleethorpes and 

was sentenced to four year's penal 

servitude.   Within four days he had escaped 

from the House of Correction at Louth. He 

was seen on the road to Horncastle soon 

after his escape. It was the second time 

Hughes had escaped from confinement, the 

previous time was at Hull.  The governor of 

the Louth prison had received a parcel from 

Horncastle containing the prison suit worn 

by Hughes.  He is still at large.  

 

February 1861 Ann Elizabeth Moody of 

Cleethorpes was charged with breaking one 

pane of glass the property of John Osbourn 

Chapman.  Ordered to pay the damage 9d 

and 11s costs. 

 

Also Henry Woodcock was charged with 

assaulting Richard Chapman of 

Cleethorpes.   Allowed to settle the case out 

of court, costs 14s 6d. 

 

March 1861 Thomas Keetley and William 

Power of Cleethorpes were charged with 

refusing to pay rates.  Settled defendants 

paying costs. 

 

Edwin and Henry Waumsley sons of Moses 

Waumsley of Cleethorpes, fisherman, of 

the respective ages of seven and five years, 

were charged with having set fire to a hovel 

and a hay stack on the 1st July 1861 

belonging to Mr. Joseph Lilley, landlord of 

the Leeds Arms public-house, by which the 

whole was consumed, damage about £20.  

They were admonished and discharged. 

 

Joseph Pearson of Cleethorpes was charged 

by Inspector Barsby with being drunk and 
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riotous in that parish on Sunday night the 

4th August 1861.   Fined 7s 6d and costs 12s 

6d. 

 

Maria Wardle of Grimsby was charged with 

an assault on Emma Ackrill of Cleethorpes 

on the 6th August 1861. They were 

allowed to settle out of court.  

 

James Paddison (alias Scrapper)  aged 33 a 

labourer of Cleethorpes was charged with 

stealing on the 19th day of September 1861 

last, from the dwelling-house of Joseph 

Lilley of Cleethorpes, Inn-Keeper, 1 great 

coat, and 1 pair of Wellington-boots the 

property of Charles Denison Adams, the 

ostler.   Committed for trial at the assizes 

where he was sentenced to three months 

hard labour at Louth 

 

February 1862 William Clayton of 

Cleethorpes was charged with insulting 

H.M. Leppington Esq. while in the 

discharge of his duty as public vaccinator.   

Mr. Leppington stated that he could have 

laid two informations against Clayton one 

for refusing to comply with the 3rd sect. 17 

and 18 Vict. cap. 100, (an act enforcing the 

compulsory vaccination ace, and another 

for the insult in question, but Clayton  being 

a poor man, Mr. Leppington confined his 

complaint to the latter, and regretted that he 

felt compelled to appear against him, but he 

was advised to do so from a sense of duty 

to himself and the public.   It appeared in 

evidence that Clayton had used some most 

disgusting language accompanied by 

threats, and Mr. Leppington was placed in 

such bodily fear as to be compelled to leave 

Clayton’s house without having an 

opportunity of  attending to the duty for 

which he went.   Clayton could make out no 

defence or justification of his conduct.  The 

magistrates were of one opinion, and that 

was that he had committed a disgraceful 

insult on a gentleman whom he knew, and 

living in the neighbourhood, and whilst in 

the discharge of a public duty, to prevent 

the spread of a most loathsome disease, he 

might have been fined £5 or sent to gaol at 

once, and might think himself well off he 

escaped with 20s fine and 12s 6d costs. 

March 1862 Susannah Wilkinson aged 12 

years, daughter of ? Wilkinson of 

Cleethorpes, fisherman was brought up 

from custody charged with stealing from 

the dwelling house of ?? Clarkson of 

Cleethorpes, one worsted shawl the 

property of Miss Eliza Fenner. The girl’s 

father appeared in court and stated that 

every means had been used to try to reclaim 

it but without effect, he had got her good 

places, but she would not let people’s 

property alone.  Sentenced to one month 

hard labour at Spilsby. 

 

James Wright, fisherman of Cleethorpes for 

trespassing in search of game in the daytime 

on lands in the occupation of John Brough 

of Clee on the 4th July 1862 .   Mr. R.G. 

Beatniffe appeared for the defence.  Case 

dismissed. 

Joseph Lilley landlord of the Leeds Arms, 

Cleethorpes was charged with having his 

house open during prohibited hours on 

Sunday the 17th September 1862.  Fined 5s 

and 10s 6d costs. 

George Burgess engine-fitter of 

Cleethorpes was brought up in custody 

charged with assaulting his wife Mary 

Burgess on the 8th October 1862.   Bound 

over to keep the peace for three months and 

was committed for want of sureties 

(Prisoner had previously expiated a 

sentence of four months for a similar 

offence). 

February 1863 John Snell a sailor from 

Grimsby and John Wilson a shoe-black 

from Nottingham were brought up from 

custody charged with entering an 

unoccupied public house at Cleethorpes and 

stealing therefrom 3 brass taps, 1 pair of 

copper scales, 6 ale glasses and a quantity 

of brass fixtures the property of Benjamin 

Brown.  Both prisoners were further 

charges with stealing a pair of leather reins 

the property of George Skelton of 
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Cleethorpes. Both were committed to the 

next sessions.  

Henry Jones of Cleethorpes an apprentice 

was charged with disobeying Levi 

Stephenson his master’s lawful commands 

on the 28th February 1863. Committed for 

one calendar month hard labour. 

April 1863 Richard Hargraves and George 

Bruff were charged with being drunk and 

riotous at Cleethorpes. Hargraves did not 

appear and a warrant was issued for his 

apprehension. Bruff was fined 5s and 9s 6d 

costs. At the same court John Robinson, 

Joseph Paddle and James Hall of 

Cleethorpes and Dennis Preston of Grimsby 

were charged with being  drunk and riotous 

at Cleethorpes on Good Friday. They were 

each fined 5s and 10s 6d costs except 

Preston who did not appear and against 

whom a warrant was issued.  Preston was 

later brought up on a warrant and fined 5s 

with 18s costs.  

Also Temple Johnson of Cleethorpes was 

charged with obstructing P.C. Richardson 

whilst in the execution of his duty at 

Cleethorpes on Good Friday 1863. Fined 5s 

and 13s 6d costs. 

 

June 1863 John Stephenson, John 

Appleyard and George Lewis, fishermen of 

Cleethorpes were charged with doing wilful 

damage to a fence the property of Benjamin 

Coulbeck. They were also further charged 

with breaking a gate the property of Mary 

Jackson. they were fined 1s 8d for each case 

and 8s costs. They were severally 

committed to prison for one month in 

default of payment. 

Elijah Young alias Elliott a gipsy was 

charged with stealing a horse at Cleethorpes 

on the 9th July 1863 the property of 

Thomas Knight.  He was discharged.  

September 1863 William Brown of 

Cleethorpes was charged with refusing to 

quit the Dolphin Hotel when drunk under 

the Wine Licensing Act. He was fined 10s 

and costs 9s 6d.  

January 1864 George Swaby , fish dealer 

of Cleethorpes was brought up on a warrant 

charged with assaulting David Hodson, 

labourer of the same place; neither party 

appeared at the last petty sessions. Allowed 

to settle out of court. 

 

February 1864  Richard Surfleet of Tetney 

for leaving a cart on the highway for an 

unreasonable time at Cleethorpes was 

ordered to pay costs 7s 6d.  

 

April 1864 Amos  Appleyard, fisherman of 

Cleethorpes was fined 5s and 9s 6d costs for 

being drunk and riotous at Cleethorpes. 

 

April 1864 Thomas Knight, of Cleethorpes, 

fisherman was charged with stealing two 

oyster nets the property of Jessie Chapman 

and one net belonging to Samuel Chapman 

both of Cleethorpes.  Discharged, evidence 

being insufficient. 

 

May 1864 Henry Croft, fisherman of 

Cleethorpes was fined 10s 6d and costs 9s 

6d for being drunk. 

 

June 1864 George Swaby, fish dealer 

Cleethorpes was charged with being drunk 

at Cleethorpes Railway Station, contrary to 

the bye law of the M.S.&.L. Railway 

Company. Pleaded guilty, fined 10s and 

costs 9s 6d. There was a further charge 

against him for travelling in a second class 

carriage with a third class ticket which was 

not gone into. 

 

Also Mary Burgess, married woman of 

Cleethorpes was charged by George 

Ravenscroft of Cleethorpes with wilfully 

breaking 11 panes of glass in a window. 

Ordered to pay the damage 3s 8d and costs 

9s 6d. 
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On Tuesday night 21st June 1864 an 

individual named in the police report as 

William Grask was apprehended for drunk 

and disorderly conduct and taken before the 

Magistrates the next 

day. This person is 

supposed to be the 

same individual who 

created a great 

disturbance at 

Cleethorpes the same 

afternoon assaulting 

one of the coastguards, 

and has long been a 

notorious poacher and 

evil doer.  

25th June 1864 Peter Vickers of 

Cleethorpes was fined 6d and costs 11s 6d 

for rescuing two asses from the custody of 

Joseph Cook the pinder of Cleethorpes.  

July 1864 Thomas Frankish, miller of 

Cleethorpes was summoned at the instance 

of Joseph Cook  of the same place, charged 

with assaulting him.  Dismissed. 

Also 1864 Charles Mumby a fisherman and 

Willows Broughton both of Cleethorpes  

were charged on information of Daniel 

Burton, gamekeeper on land of Mr. Holt at 

Clee. Both found guilty. For trespassing 

Mumby was fined £1 and 8s 6d costs or one 

month and for the offence against the Game 

Act £2 and 8s costs or 2 months, Broughton 

for aiding abetting was also fined £2 and 8s 

6d costs or two weeks. The money was 

paid.   

 

Also Thomas Knight fisherman of 

Cleethorpes was charged with obstructing 

the highway at Keelby. To pay 17s 6d 

including costs.  

17th September 1864 Thomas Lamming, 

fisherman of Cleethorpes was charged with 

being drunk and riotous there. He pleaded 

guilty and expressed sorrow. He was fined 

10s and 19s 6d costs.  He was also 

reprimanded for causing a disturbance in 

Mr. Chapman's Chemist shop,  

Mary Ann Wilson, a pot hawker was 

charged with being drunk and behaving and 

behaving obscenely at Cleethorpes on the 

10th November 1864. She was committed 

to the House of Correction at Spilsby for 7 

days.  

December 1864 John Osborn Chapman of 

Cleethorpes, was fined £1 and 17d 6d costs, 

for trespassing in the day time in search of 

game in the parish of Cleethorpes. 

 

Also William Rowston of Cleethorpes was 

fined 5s and 9s 6d costs for having two pairs 

of unjust scales. 

 

Also Thomas Frankish of Cleethorpes flour 

dealer was fined 2s and 9s 6d costs for 

having a pair of unjust scales. 

Also Benjamin Briskham of Cleethorpes, 

grocer was fined 1s and 9s 6d costs for 

having a pair of unjust scales.  

 

Also George Ravenscroft of Cleethorpes, 

publican was fined 1s and costs for having 

unjust measures. 

 

January 1865 Charles Hirst of Grimsby 

was charged by Sarah Would of 

Cleethorpes, single woman with being the 

father of her illegitimate child. Case 

adjourned till next meeting, neither parties 

appearing. 

 

February 1865 Mary Ann Craggs of 

Holton-le-Clay, single woman charged 

Charles Mumby of Cleethorpes, married 

man with being the father of her illegitimate 

child. Dismissed. 

 

Also William Hodson of Cleethorpes was 

charged by his wife Emma Hodson with 

assaulting her. The complainant did not 

appear, and the case was adjourned till next 

meeting. 

 

March 1865 William Hodson was charged 

with an assault upon his wife at Cleethorpes 

on the 26th January. The hearing had been 

twice adjourned in consequence of a non-
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appearance of one or the other by which the 

expenses were increased to 16s 6d to which 

was added a fine of 6d. 

Also William Dixon of Cleethorpes was 

committed to Lincoln Assizes charged with 

committing an unnatural offence in June 

last.  

 

April 1865 John Barnaby, grocer and 

Thomas Bratley, miller, and William 

Rowson, grocer, all of Cleethorpes were 

charged by Supt. Woolven with having 

each a pair of unjust flour scales in his shop.  

Barnaby was fined 6d and costs 9s 6d; 

Bratley 1s and costs 9s 6d; Rowson 5s and 

costs 10s 6d. 

Also George W. Burgess of Cleethorpes 

was committed for a month for neglecting 

to support his family. 

 

May 1865 William Chapman of 

Cleethorpes fisherman was fined 5s and 8s 

6d costs for furiously driving on the high-

way. 

 

Also Charles Moody of Cleethorpes was 

fined 1s and 8s costs for obstructing the 

highway by laying bricks and mortar 

thereon in the township of Cleethorpes. 

 

Also Benjamin Grant of Cleethorpes was 

ordered to pay costs of 5s for obstructing 

the highway by leaving his horse and cart 

thereon.  

 

June 1865 Charles Day, beerhouse keeper, 

Cleethorpes was ordered  to pay costs 7s 6d 

for opening his house before five o'clock in 

the morning. 

 

Also John Osbourne Chapman, Austen 

Barker, William Cooper and Benjamin 

Mackrill, all of Cleethorpes were severally 

charged with being drunk and riotous at 

Cleethorpes. Dismissed.  

Also John Conyard, brickmaker of 

Cleethorpes was charged with stocking the 

highway and was fined 1s and 7s 6d costs.  

 

John Osbourne Chapman, Austin Baker, 

William Cooper and Benjamin Mackrill all 

of Cleethorpes were severally charged with 

being drunk and riotous at Cleethorpes on 

the night of the 23rd June 1865, on the 

occasion of the destruction of the triumphal 

Arch. Case Dismissed. (The Arch had been 

erected near the Cross Keys Inn in 

connection with the Parliamentary 

Election) 

 

July 1865 Charles Day, beerhouse keeper 

of Cleethorpes was ordered to pay 7s 6d 

costs for opening his house before 5 o'clock 

in the morning. 

 

Robert Edwards, 20, fitter pleaded guilty of 

stealing a horse the property of William 

White of Cleethorpes on the 1st September 

1865 and was sentenced to fourteen month's 

with hard labour at Spilsby. 

 

September 1865 Elizabeth Coulbeck of 

Cleethorpes was charged with assaulting 

Emma Webster. Allowed to settle out of 

court. 

 

 December 1865 Thomas Knight of 

Cleethorpes was fined 5s and 10s 6d costs 

for drunkenness in Laceby. 

 

Also Walter Parkin, butcher's apprentice of 

Sheffield was ordered to pay 1s 9d per week 

towards the support of Fanny Maria 

Stephenson's bastard child of Cleethorpes. 

George Willoughby Burgess aged 48, 

engineer was indicted for attempting to 

commit suicide on the 19th January 1866. 

Prisoner who lives with his mother at the 

Leeds Arms Cleethorpes was found in a 

stable cutting his throat with a razor. He 

was found in this state by a policeman and 

evidently so intoxicated that he did not 

know what he was doing. Mr. Mellor 

(Solicitor) said that if that was the case he 

should withdraw from the prosecution as 

the law did not consider a man to be 

answerable who did not know what he was 

a bout. 
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January 1866 George  Huskington of 

Grimsby was charged with assaulting 

George Chapman of Cleethorpes. Case 

Dismissed. 

 

Also James Appleyard of Cleethorpes was 

ordered to pay costs of 7s for assaulting 

Charles Croft of the same place. 

 

Also Henry Croft and William Brown  of 

Cleethorpes fishermen were each fined 5s 

and costs 10s 6d for being drunk and 

refusing to quit the Dolphin Hotel.  

 

Also Solomon Rowson fisherman of 

Cleethorpes was fined 5s and costs 106 6d 

for obstructing P.C. Shaw in the execution 

of his duty. 

 

Also William Broughton v Thomas 

Foreman. Claim £1 13s 4½d. These parties 

live at Cleethorpes the plaintiff being a 

shop-keeper. The wife of defendant 

appeared and admitted 7s 3½d but denied 

ever having goods to the amount of £1 6s 

0d and declared that the items were debited 

to the wrong person. In reply to the judge 

the plaintiff said he had another customer of 

the same name, but he would not admit any 

error. The case was accordingly adjourned 

to prove the delivery of the goods. 

 

February 1866 William Brown of 

Cleethorpes was charged with assaulting 

Henry W. White of the same place. 

Allowed to settle out of court. 

March 1866 Richard Mumby, fisherman 

Cleethorpes was charged by Harriet Kemp, 

single woman of the same place with being 

the father of her bastard child., Order made 

for 1s 9d per week. 

 

June 1866 Joseph Bancroft of Cleethorpes 

was fined 1s and costs 9s 6d for removing a 

cow contrary to 

order in Council.  

 

September 1866 

Richard Garniss 

of Cleethorpes was charged by the police 

with removing a quantity of sheep without 

a licence. Defendant pleaded ignorance of 

the order and was ordered to pay 6s. 

 

John Mackrill and Charles Mumby of 

Cleethorpes, fishermen were charged by 

Charles Wallis gamekeeper to A.T.G. 

Thorold Esq. with trespassing in pursuit of 

game in the parish of Cleethorpes on 

Sunday 16th September 1866 last. After 

hearing several witnesses on each side the 

case against Mumby was  dismissed and 

Mackrill was fined £1 and costs £1 2s.  

 

October 1866  Ellen Issitt, Ellen East, Eliza 

Baker and Emma Ackrill all of Cleethorpes 

were charged with trespassing on the 

M.S.& L. Railway. The cases were 

withdrawn on 

the defendants 

paying costs 

and promising 

not to offend 

again.  

 

Also William 

Rowson of 

Cleethorpes 

was charged by 

the Police with drunkenness. Fined 5s and 

costs                                          

 

November 1866 Thomas Sharp known as 

'Butcher Hargreaves' was charged by 

Thomas Lamming, a fisherman of 

Cleethorpes with stealing a guernsey. he 

was committed to the sessions.  

 

Also John Taylor, labourer for begging at 

Cleethorpes was committed to gaol for 

seven days. 

 

Also William Atkinson of Cleethorpes was 

charged with being drunk and disorderly on 

the Louth fair night and was fined 2s 6d or 

14 days imprisonment. 

 

May 1867 the following, all of Cleethorpes 

were charged by Inspector Richdale with 
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having unjust weights, scales and measures 

in their possession:                                          

James Glew beerhouse keeper was fined 5s 

and costs 10s 6d. 

Charles Day beerhouse keeper  was fined 5s 

and costs 10s 6d. 

Arabella Chapman Innkeeper  fined 10s and 

costs 10s 6d. 

Joseph Appleyard tobacconist fined 2s 6d 

and 10s 6d. costs. 

 

Also Thomas Wray and John Wray brothers 

were charged by Charles Keightley with an 

assault at Cleethorpes on Good Friday. 

Thomas Wray fined £1 and costs, John Ray 

 

Also John Fox of Cleethorpes landlord of 

the Leeds Arms Inn was charged by the 

police with allowing persons of a 

notoriously bad character to assemble in his 

house on Good Friday. Fined 16s 6d 

including costs. 

 

Also Charles Cale, fisherman of 

Cleethorpes was charged with stealing a 

gold ring from the house of Henry Fletcher 

at Cleethorpes. He was discharged. 

 

June 1867 Benjamin Dandeson 

Cleethorpes apprentice to Mr. J.R. 

Mackrill, draper and grocer Cleethorpes 

was brought up for assaulting Inspector 

Richdale  whilst in the execution of his duty 

at Cleethorpes Feast. At two o'clock on 

Tuesday morning the Inspector was called 

upon to clear one of the public houses. 

Prisoner was in the passage with a girl and 

refused to leave the house and was 

consequently forced out. When 

complainant turned from him to re-enter the 

house defendant struck him a severe blow 

behind the right ear. Mr. Mackrill spoke on 

behalf of the youth who was fined £2 

including costs. His master paid the money. 

 

Also John Lynn fisherman was charged 

with being drunk and disorderly at 

Cleethorpes at 2 o'clock on Tuesday 

morning. Fined 5s and 10s expenses. In 

default sent to prison for fourteen. 

 

Also Emma Bowfoot and Esther Smith 

were charged with being drunk and creating 

a disturbance at Cleethorpes Feast during 

Monday night. Fined 5s and 11s costs each, 

in default fourteen days imprisonment. 

 

Frederick Smith druggist's assistant was 

charged by the police with being drunk and 

riotous at Cleethorpes on Sunday the 16th 

June 1867. Fined 5s and 9s costs. 

August 1867 an application for a spirit 

licence was made by Charles Day, 

beerhouse keeper of Cleethorpes but he 

having been twice convicted for using 

unjust measures it was not entertained by 

the Bench. Also a complaint made against 

Jos Fox landlord of the Leeds Arms 

Cleethorpes, he having been recently 

convicted he was now cautioned by the 

Chairman who then agreed to renew his 

licence.  

September 1867 Moses Walmsley and 

Edward Osborn of Cleethorpes, fisherman 

were charged with committing malicious 

damage to a mangle by throwing a quantity 

of night soil upon it and working it against 

the rollers. Ordered to pay £2 3s 6d each 

including costs. 

 

Inspector Richdale charged Thomas 

Lamming with being drunk and making a 

disturbance at Cleethorpes on the 20th 

September 1867 . P.C. Brown said that he 

saw the accused staggering drunk and 

making a disturbance with a mob about 

him.   He uttered very brutal language to 

witness and he had much difficulty with 

him. He had been in court twice before. 

Fined £1 and 10s 6d expenses. 

 

Thomas Jacklin of Cleethorpes was charged 

by Daniel Burton, gamekeeper with 

trespassing in pursuit of game on lands 

between Grimsby and Cleethorpes on the 

morning of the 16th October 1867. Fined 

£1 including costs. 
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November 1867 Samuel  Vickers of 

Cleethorpes was charged by the police with 

being drunk and riotous. Fined 3s and costs 

9s 6d. 

 

December 1867 Moses Walmsley (an old 

offender) and Amos Appleyard of 

Cleethorpes fisherman, were charged by the 

police with being drunk. Fined 15s each 

including costs. 

 

Richard Chapman and William Mumby 

both of Cleethorpes were charged by 

William Preston, gamekeeper to A.W.T.G. 

Thorold Esq. of Weelsby with trespassing 

in pursuit of game on Sunday the 5th 

January 1868  The case was dismissed. 

 

February 1868 Mr George Hirst, lodging 

house keeper at Cleethorpes claimed a £5 

balance of contract from Mr. Watson. He 

said Mr. & Mrs. Watson went to his house 

on the 29th August 1867 in the height of the 

Cleethorpes season and engaged an 

apartment for two months certain at 25s a 

week. The family did not stay the eight 

weeks, but left on the expiration of four 

weeks and gave them only two days notice. 

The claim was for the remaining four 

weeks. Watson was ordered to pay £5. 

 

Also Benjamin Lowe of Cleethorpes, 

labourer was charged by the police with 

riding without reins and was fined 8s 6d 

including costs. 

Also an assault case from Cleethorpes 

Chapman v Keetley was settled out of 

court. 

 

March 1868 Thomas  Knight of 

Cleethorpes, fisherman was charged with 

leaving his cart upon the highway at 

Laceby. Fined 5s and costs 8s 6d. 

 

Also W.P. Emerson alias J. Emerson was 

charged on remand with stealing from the 

person of Joseph Lilley Cleethorpes the 

sum of £9 12s 6d. Mrs. Lilley landlady of 

the Inn where the robbery took place said 

she saw the prisoner with his hand in 

Lilley's pocket, he (Lilly) being drunk and 

asleep at the time. When apprehended 

Emerson had nine pounds in gold and some 

silver. He was committed to the Sessions. 

 

April 1868 Thomas Bratley of Cleethorpes, 

baker was charged by the police with 

delivering bread from a cart and not being 

provided with scales to weigh the same. 

Defendant admitted having been previously 

cautioned by the police. Fined 10s and costs 

6s 6d. 

 

Jos Lilley of Cleethorpes was committed 

for trial at the Sessions for attempting to 

commit suicide by taking a quantity of 

Battles Vermin Killing powder on the 9th  

April 1868. 

 

Thomas Lamin was fined 5s and costs for 

being drunk and disorderly at Cleethorpes 

on Friday 5th June 1868. 

 

6th June 1868 Samuel Turner was charged 

by Mr. J.A. Chapman of Osborne House 

with stealing a quantity of oysters from his 

bed on the previous Saturday. The case was 

fully proved. The prisoner pleaded that he 

did not know the oysters were private 

property or he would not have touched 

them. As the prosecutor did not wish to 

press the case they sentenced him to be 

imprisoned until the rising of the Court. 

 

June 1868 Carl Blumberry was brought up 

on remand and was charged with entering 

the dwelling house of John Piggot, a 

fireman at Cleethorpes in the night-time 

and stealing a child's satchel, a cigar holder 

and case and other articles. Committed to 

the Assizes. 

 

July 1868 Thomas Martyn was charged by 

P.C. Brown with furiously driving a horse 

and cart at Cleethorpes. He was fined 18s 

including costs. 

 

Also John Hotson and David Hotson of 

Cleethorpes were charged with assaulting 

Mr. Robert Pinney of Cleethorpes. They 
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were fined 12s each. The same defendants 

were then charged with assaulting Mr. 

Edward. Pinney and were fined 10s 6d each 

including costs. They were also charged by 

the police with drunkenness and fined 17s 

each including costs. 

 

17th August 1868 Mary Ann Nash aged 24 

and Ann Eliza Smith, prostitutes were 

indicted for assaulting and stealing from the 

person of William Proctor, a gold watch at 

Cleethorpes on the 17th August 1868. The 

jury returned a verdict of guilty against 

Smith and found Nash not guilty. Smith 

was sentenced to eight months 

imprisonment with hard labour. 

 

William Nutter was charged with violently 

assaulting William Procter at Cleethorpes 

on 17th August 1868 and robbing him of a 

gold watch.  The evidence went to show 

that the prosecutor was going home from 

Cleethorpes to Grimsby in a cart with a man 

and two prostitutes.  On the way one of the 

women put her arms round prosecutor's 

neck and the man took the watch.   On the 

prisoner being placed at the bar, Mr. 

Lawrence declined to offer any evidence, 

and the prisoner was therefore discharged.  

 

William White aged 32 a labourer was 

charged on the indictment with stealing a 

brooch and other property of Walter 

Jackson at Cleethorpes on the 22nd August 

1868 . The prisoner called at the 

prosecutor's house and very soon 

afterwards the brooch and locket (produced 

by P.C. Taylor) were missed. During the 

day prisoner called at Kirmington's dram-

shop and asked for money and beer upon 

the articles in question. The defence said 

the case was a mysterious one and that the 

whole of the facts had not been disclosed 

and that the prosecutor's wife had given 

prisoner the articles in question.  Not guilty. 

 

August 1868 John 

Cowlbeck, John 

Sellars and Samson 

Broughton were 

charged with stealing 

a quantity of apples 

from the garden of the 

Rev. W.P. Jones at Cleethorpes. ordered to 

pay 2s 6d each.  

 

At the same court Thomas Lewis of 

Cleethorpes was charged with obstructing 

the highway at Laceby. He was ordered to 

pay 6d and costs 7s. 

 

Another case at the same court Edward 

Watson a gentleman staying at Cleethorpes 

was charged with drunkenness on the cliff 

at that place. He was fined 5s and costs £1-

4s. 

 
 

Also John Hotson, Edward Cowlam, 

Samuel Vickers, Edward Izard and George 

Frow all of Cleethorpes were charged by 

the Police with drunkenness and fighting in 

that place on a Sunday. Vickers against 

whom was a previous conviction was fined 

7s 6d and costs 10s. The remainder fined 5s 

and costs 10s each. 

 

Also Thomas Lamming a smackowner of 

Cleethorpes was charged with drunkenness 

and assaulting the Police at the Dolphin 

Hotel. The police were called in to eject 

him. After a terrific struggle between 

constables Brown and Blades and the 

prisoner he was handcuffed, placed in a cab 

and conveyed to the Police Station.  He was 
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sentenced to prison for 7 days for 

drunkenness without the option of a fine. 

For the assault on Constable Brown a fine 

of £10 or imprisonment for two months, 

and for the assault on Constable Blades a 

further £10 or in default a further 

imprisonment of 2 months.  

 

September 1968  Lewis Marks from Hull a 

hawker was charged with obtaining 15s 6d 

by false pretences from Mary A. Dishman 

at Cleethorpes. He was remanded.  He was 

later found guilty and sentenced to 3 

months imprisonment.  

 

October 1868 Austin Baker of 

Cleethorpes, fisherman appeared in answer 

to his bail charged by Mr. Berry relieving 

officer with neglecting to maintain his wife 

who is now in Caistor Union-house. Case 

dismissed. 

 

Also John G. Webster of Cleethorpes was 

charged with neglecting to maintain his 

daughter. The case was dismissed. 

 

Also Amos Appleyard of Cleethorpes a 

fisherman, was charged by Supt. Richdale 

with being drunk and refusing to quit the 

beerhouse kept by George  Hurst. He was 

fined 5s and Costs 12s. He was then 

charged with stocking the highway and was 

fined 1s and costs 7s 6d. 

 

Also Lewis Marks(on bail) was indicted for 

obtaining by false pretences 15s 6d from 

Ann Dishman at Cleethorpes. Guilty. Three 

months imprisonment. 

 

November 1868 John Conyard of 

Cleethorpes was charged by the police with 

stocking the highway and was fined 1s and 

costs 7s 6d. 

 

Also George Tovill of Cleethorpes, 

gardener was charged by the police with 

obstructing the highway at New Clee. He 

was fined 1s and costs. 

 

December 1868 Walter Wilson a fisherman 

of Cleethorpes brought up on remand 

charged with assaulting Mr. Robert Swaby 

fish merchant at Cleethorpes. The assault 

was of an aggravated character and the 

prisoner was fined £5 including costs. 

 

Also William Page of Cleethorpes, a 

fisherman was charged with drunkenness 

and was fined 5s and costs. 

 

Also Charles Day landlord of the Queens 

Hotel Cleethorpes  was charged by the 

police with permitting drunkenness in his 

house on Christmas Day. P.C. Taylor 

deposed at 10.20 pm he heard a violent row 

and screaming at the pub.  He found 20 to 

30 people in 

the passage 

and in the 

house.  The 

landlord was 

sitting on the 

settle drunk.  

Two men 

named Hall and Cooper were fighting 

inside, he parted them and then left.  Soon 

after they began fighting again this time the 

landlord was involved.  After calling 

several witnesses the case was dismissed.  

 

 George Vickers of Cleethorpes was 

charged by Superintendent Richdale  with 

cruelty to a donkey by violently striking it 

with an iron rake. James Philips a boy of 12 

said he was on the shore at Cleethorpes 

gathering cockles on Monday 28th 

December 1868. He had his father's donkey 

with him. It was getting a bit of straw out of 

the pad which was on Vickers donkey when 

defendant ran and kicked the donkey in the 

belly.  The ass ran away and he followed it 

and struck it on the hip with the sharp iron 

teeth of a cockle rake and fetched blood.  

The donkey was examined by P.S. Brown 

and saw eight holes on the hip 

corresponding with the teeth of a rake, 

some of the holes were a great depth. 

Vickers was fined 10s and 18s costs. In 
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default 14 days with hard labour. He was 

allowed a fortnight to pay.  

 

January 1869 Thomas  Lowry was charged 

by the police with riding without reins at 

Cleethorpes. He pleaded guilty but as he 

had refused to give the police his name the 

fine in this case was increased to 2s 6d with 

8s 6d costs. 

 

Frederick Wombwell, musician 

Cleethorpes was charged with being drunk 

and riotous between the hours of 12 and one 

on Monday morning 11th January 1869. 

Ordered to pay 1s and 11s costs. In default 

the prisoner was locked up. 

 

Also Edward Parker, Charles Smith, Moses 

Walmsley and Amos Appleyard all of 

Cleethorpes were charged by the police 

with drunkenness. Fined 5s and costs 9s 6d 

each. 

 

Also John Abley landlord of the Cross Keys 

Inn Cleethorpes was charged with 

permitting drunkenness in his house. Fined 

£1 and costs 14s. 

 

February 1869 Jane Oxley, married 

woman, was brought up on a remand 

charged with stealing a pair of damask 

window curtains and a brush the property of 

W.H. White of the Dolphin Hotel 

Cleethorpes. Sent to prison for three months 

with hard labour. 

 

Barnard Lidgard was charged with stealing 

a seal-skin cap value 10s on the 6th March 

1869, the property of Charles Mumby. He 

was fined 5s and 16s costs.  

 

April 1869 Charles Mumby and John 

Coulbeck of Cleethorpes were charged by 

P.C. Brown with an offence under the Night 

Poaching Prevention Act. Fined 10s 6d and 

Costs 9s 6d. 

 

Also Charles Mumby and John Coulbeck 

were charged by John F. Chapman with as 

assault. Settled out of Court.  

George Newby and John Sankey two well-

known characters from Sheffield were 

charged with stealing from the person of 

Jane Croft a purse containing £10 2s 6d at 

Cleethorpes on 10th May 1869. The 

evidence not being sufficient to convict the 

prisoners were discharged 

 

Also James Slight of Cleethorpes and 

William Robinson of Aylesby were charged 

by the police with drunkenness. Robinson 

fined £1 and Slight 14s 6d. 

 

June 1868 Robert Awker fisherman of 

Cleethorpes was charged by William 

Preston, gamekeeper to A.W.T.G. Thorold 

Esq. of Weelsby with taking partridges 

eggs. Ordered to pay costs 9s 6d.  

 

July 1869 John W. Clark aged 17 was 

charged with wounding an ass the property 

of Amos Appleyard of Cleethorpes. 

Prisoner hired the ass for half an hour when 

to make it go faster, he stabbed it in several 

places with a knife until the knife broke and 

the blade was afterwards found in one of the 

wounds in the shoulder of the ass. Prisoner 

was fined £2 and costs 16s 6d. In default 

one month with hard labour. The money not 

being forthcoming prisoner was sent to 

Louth gaol. 

 

August 1869 John Parish of Holton le Clay, 

labourer was summoned by Elizabeth 

Titman for an assault at Cleethorpes. The 

case was of a paltry character and was 

dismissed.  

 

Also  William Wright was charged by Mr. 

Henry B. Coulbeck of Cleethorpes with 

absconding from his service. To pay costs 

and return to his service. 

 

Edward McDonald, fruiterer was charged 

with having in his possession three unjust 

weights at Cleethorpes on the 30th August 

1869. He was fined 5s and 16s 6d costs. 
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September 1869 James Smith bathing-

machine proprietor Cleethorpes was 

charged by the police with cruelty to a 

horse. P.C.'s Brown and Kempton proved 

the case. Fined £1 10s 6d including costs. 

 

Also Moses Walmsley the younger of 

Cleethorpes was charged by the same 

officers with cruelty to an ass on the sands 

at Cleethorpes. Fined 10s 6d and costs 10s 

6d. 

 

Also Moses Wooley, fish merchant of 

Cleethorpes charged by his wife with 

assaulting her was committed for one week 

to Louth and ordered to pay all costs 

amounting to £1 2s 6d or seven days extra. 

 

October 1869 George Beel, butcher of 

Cleethorpes was charged with using unjust 

scales. Defendant denied the charge but 

Supt. Richdale proved that Beel 

acknowledged that he knew the scales were 

incorrect and said he meant running a piece 

of lead on one of them. Fined 1s and 12s 6d 

costs. Defendant at first refused to pay but 

finding that a distraint would be levied with 

increased costs he thought better of it and 

paid the amount. 

 

December 1869 Susannah Wrightham, 

aged 19 a single woman of Cleethorpes was 

charged with stealing certain articles of 

wearing apparel value 7s the property of 

Edward Osborne of Cleethorpes.  Mrs. 

Osborne said the articles were hanging on 

the clothes-line and consisted of nine pillow 

slips, a night dress and a towel. Prisoner had 

been at the house on the night they went 

missing. Alice Lilley a young girl who lived 

next door said prisoner had given her a 

parcel to take to Mr. Saywell's, pawnbroker, 

to pledge for 4s, she did so and gave the 

ticket to the prisoner. Prisoner pleaded 

guilty and was sentenced to three months 

with hard labour. 

Joseph Mace alias William Mears, 

brickmaker late of Cleethorpes was charged 

with stealing 90 fathoms of trawl warp 

value £10 the property of Mr. G. Vivian of 

Clee, smackowner. Prisoner who was 

caught in the act by P.C. Clarke at 2 a.m. on 

the 20th February 1870. and apprehended 

after a severe struggle was committed for 

trial at the Louth Sessions. 

Also Joseph Butters, Hewson Parker and 

Alfred Burgess all of Cleethorpes were 

charged by the Police with drunkenness at 

that place and fined 15s 6d each including 

costs. 

John Furlong Chapman, gentleman of 

Cleethorpes was charged by Supt. Richdale 

with drunkenness at Cleethorpes on the 4th 

April 1870. It appeared from the evidence 

of P.C. Dain that at 12.40 a.m. the 

defendant and three others were found 

knocking for admission at the door of the 

Queen's Hotel public house. On being 

requested by the police to desist and go 

away he refused. Evidence was also given 

that he was intoxicated. The defence was 

that he was not drunk but in a medium state 

- not perfectly sober and not drunk enough 

to be summoned. He however was 

convicted and fined 5s and costs £1 3s 6d.  

Also John Ridlington and George Page of 

Cleethorpes were charged with cruelty to a 

sheep the property of 

John Wright. Settled 

by consent, 

defendants paying 

costs of 5s each.  

 

At the SHERRIF'S COURT LINCOLN 

April 1870 : John Furlong Chapman v 

Robert Keetley.  This was a court to assess 

damaged, the defendant having allowed 

judgement to go by default. He was charged 

with having "falsely and maliciously spoke 

and published of the plaintiff the words 

following:  "you (meaning the plaintiff) 

perjured yourself yesterday"; "Oh of 

course, you are a perjured man" meaning 

thereby that the plaintiff had committed 

wilful and corrupt perjury, whereby the 

plaintiff was injured in his credit and 
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reputation". The damages were laid at £500.   

The plaintiff averred that he resided at 

Cleethorpes and that the defendant had 

been twice Mayor of Grimsby, that owing 

to the defendant having assaulted him he 

summoned him before the Magistrates, 

which ended in the defendant apologising 

and paying the costs. Subsequently plaintiff 

summoned Dr. Pearson before the 

Magistrates that he might be bound over to 

keep the peace, on which he (plaintiff) was 

asked if he was the author of a certain 

"election squib" on which he replied he 

"knew nothing of it". On the next day he 

met the defendant at the Dolphin Hotel 

Cleethorpes when the latter charged him 

with having committed perjury in the case 

before the Magistrates the previous day. For 

this an action for slander was brought 

against him in the Court of Queen's Bench 

when judgement was taken against 

defendant by default, and now a jury was 

appointed to assess the amount of damages.  

The defendant, in addressing the jury 

attempted to justify himself, and said it was 

only one of many public-house squabbles 

between him and the plaintiff.   Verdict for 

£2. 

Also Matilda Hotson of Cleethorpes, 

married woman appeared in answer to her 

bail, charged with using threatening 

language towards Mary Smith. The charge 

arose out of the recent Grimsby divorce 

case, WARD v WARD And 

MACDONALD (?). Defendant was 

ordered to find sureties for 12 months, 

herself in £10 and one surety in £10. 

Also Edward Robinson, carter was charged 

with obstructing the highway at 

Cleethorpes. Fined 2s 6d and costs 7s 6d. 

Also Two young men named Bolton and 

Siminson were charged with assaulting Carl 

Alfred Bock of Cleethorpes. The case was 

settled out of court. 

Also Charles Day, landlord of the Lifeboat 

beerhouse at Cleethorpes was charged by 

Supt. Richdale with knowingly permitting 

gambling in his house on Good Friday. It 

appeared that a gang of seven card sharpers 

from Hull were at the defendant's house for 

a considerable time practicing  "the three 

card trick" by which a number of persons 

were swindled out of their money. Fined £2 

and costs of 15s. In a separate case the card 

swindlers were committed for one month. 

 

May 1870 Robert and Maria Tutty, the 

groom and housekeeper of the Rev. W.P. 

Jones, vicar of Cleethorpes and Charlotte 

Whelpson dressmaker of Laceby were 

brought up on a charge of stealing several 

items from the residence of Dr. Dixon and 

his wife who had been away from home for 

several months, and their house keys being 

left at the house of the Rev. W.P. Jones. 

John Wright of Cleethorpes was charged 

with being drunk there on the 10th May 

1870.  He was lying in the road drunk where 

he was found by P.C. Clarke whom he 

abused. He was fined 5s and costs and 

advised to drink less beer. 

June 1870 George Storer for being drunk 

and riotous at Cleethorpes  was fined 5s and 

costs 9s 6d. Also John Hutton for being 

drunk and riotous at Cleethorpes was fined 

5s and costs 9s 6d. And Amos Appleyard  

was also charged by the police with 

stocking the highway. Fined 1s and 7s 6d 

costs. 

A woman who gave the name Catherine 

Williams was  brought up in custody 

charged with picking the pocket of Mary 

Ann Ward, of a purse and money at 

Cleethorpes on the 6th June 1870 . 

Prisoner pleaded guilty and was sentenced 

to 2 months hard labour. 

Thomas Lamming of Cleethorpes, a 

fisherman was brought up on remand 
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charged with assaulting P.C. W. Dain when 

in the execution of his duty at Cleethorpes 

on the 6th July 1870.  Fined £5.  Lamming 

has on three previous occasions been 

convicted for assaulting the police. 

Also John G. Brooks for drunkenness at 

Cleethorpes was fined 5s and costs 10s 6d. 

John Suggett of Cleethorpes was charged 

by David Brocklesby of Clee with 

assaulting him on the 30th July 1870. 

Allowed to settle out of court. 

August 1870 Charles Brewster, John 

William Ellis and John Wright all of 

Cleethorpes were fined for drunkenness. 

All were fined 5s and 9s 6d costs.  

Also George Gray of Cleethorpes was 

charged by the police with cruelty to three 

ponies which were let out for hire on the 

sands at Cleethorpes. He was fined £1. 

Also The following were both charged by 

Supt. Richdale - Christopher Kirkham of 

the Queens Hotel, Cleethorpes for having 

an unjust measure and Foster Vicars a 

greengrocer of Cleethorpes for having light 

weights were both fined 2s 6d and 9s 6d 

costs.  

September 1870 Mr. William Wilson was 

charged before the county magistrates with 

over-driving a pony on Cleethorpes sands. 

He was fined 10s and 25s costs. 

October 1870 Samuel Wood, described as 

a German yeast dealer from Leeds, was 

charged by Supt Richdale with cruelly ill-

treating a pony on the sands at Cleethorpes, 

by overriding same. Fined £2 10s including 

costs. 

Also Thomas Lamming of Cleethorpes 

fisherman was brought up on remand 

charged with assaulting P.C. Dain in the 

execution of his duty at Cleethorpes. Fined 

£1 and costs 10s 6d. 

Also David Dixon, higgler, charged with 

cruelty to his horse was fined 10s 6d and 

costs 9s 6d. In default 7 days imprisonment. 

 

John Edward Walker, aged 35 a 

commercial traveller was charged with 

attempting to obtain 12 yards of woollen 

shirting by false pretences from Henry 

Barton at Cleethorpes on the 8th 

November 1870. He was found not guilty. 

December 1870  John Wright fisherman of 

Cleethorpes an old offender was fined 5s 

and costs 10s for drunkenness. 

Also John Abley of the Cross Keys Hotel, 

Cleethorpes was summoned for being 

drunk and riotous at Cleethorpe. The 

hearing was adjourned to give defendant an 

opportunity of getting up his defence.  

Also Christopher Kirkman of Cleethorpes 

publican was charged with permitting 

drunkenness in his house. Case adjourned. 

February 1871 Aaron Brown of 

Cleethorpes, a contractor was charged by 

the excise with killing a hare at Cleethorpes 

not being licensed to do so. Fined £5 

including 

costs.  

Also Jane 

Appleyard 

aged 25 a 

native of 

Cleethorpes 

was charged 

with stealing two pieces of black ribbon 

velvet, one piece of fringe, one piece of 

trimming, one length of black satin 

waistband, one length of blue ribbon and 

other articles value 18s the property of Mrs. 

Waldegrave. She was remanded 

March 1871 Charles Brown v David 

Brown of Cleethorpes. Claim of £13 11s 4s 

on an award made by Mr. Cheeseman of 

Waltham for his share of work executed by 

them Defendant said he knew nothing about 

the arbitration, and never agreed to it. 

Verdict for the Defendants. 

May 1871 John Croft of Cleethorpes was 

charged with wilfully damaging fishing 

gear in the Humber off Cleethorpes the 
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property of William Mackerill. Ordered to 

pay damages and costs £7 7s 6d. 

Also John Furlong Chapman of Cleethorpes 

was charged by Supt. Richdale with 

drunkenness at that place. Several 

witnesses were called after which the 

Magistrates returned and on their return 

dismissed the case. 

Also Thomas Knight a Cleethorpes 

fisherman, for drunkenness was fined 5s 

and costs 9s 6d. 

June 1871 At the County Court Charles 

Mumby of Cleethorpes was charged by 

William  Preston, gamekeeper to A.W.T. 

Grant-Thorold  with wilfully taking from a 

nest at Weelsby 

11 partridge eggs. 

He was fined 1d 

for each egg and 

costs 10s 6d.  

Also Robert 

Harper of 

Cleethorpes, a fisherman was charged with 

assaulting Joseph Bancroft at Cleethorpes 

by having thrown a large stone at him and 

knocked out several teeth. He was fined £2 

and £1 5s costs. 

Also John Morris, James Metcalf and 

Charles Smith, three boys charged with 

trespassing in a field occupied by Thomas 

Lill, butcher, pleaded guilty and were 

ordered to pay 6d each damage and costs, 

making 12s 3d each. 

Also James Carr, hawker pleaded guilty of 

drunkenness at Cleethorpes. Fined 5s 6d 

and 2s 6d costs. 

Also John Keal summoned for furious 

driving at Cleethorpes did not appear and a 

warrant was issued. 

July 1871 Amos Appleyard of Cleethorpes 

was charged by the police with drunkenness 

at that place. Defendant who is an old 

offender appeared drunk in the Court and 

for that offence was fined 5s and costs 3s 

6d. The other case was adjourned for 

fourteen days. 

Also Thomas Martyn ostler was charged 

with furiously driving a horse and carriage 

at Cleethorpes and fined 2s 6d and costs. 

Also John Locking of Cleethorpes was 

charged with causing to  cruelly overrun 

certain ponies of which he is the owner on 

the sands at Cleethorpes. Case dismissed. 

Eliza East, Elizabeth Baker, Emma Power 

and Mary Hutton all married of Cleethorpes 

were charged with trespassing on the 

M.S.& L. railway at Cleethorpes on the 

24th July 1871. Baker and East were each 

fined 2s 6d and costs 13s 8d. Then other 

cases were dismissed there being an in 

formality in the informations. 

August 1871 Frederick Wootton a youth 

was summoned by the police for furiously 

driving and beating a pony in a carriage on 

the Cleethorpes sands, where he was 

driving people about to the oyster beds and 

back. The pony being unequal to the load 

the defendant thrashed it.  Case dismissed. 

August 1871 Amos Appleyard, Moses 

Wamsley and William Chapman all of 

Cleethorpes were charged by the police 

with drunkenness and fined 5s and costs 

each. 

Mr. Treherne, baker and provision dealer 

Cleethorpes was charged with obstructing 

the highway by leaving a hand barrow on 

the road three-quarters of an hour. P.C. 

Bates said on Friday 8th September 1871  

at 2 p.m. I saw defendant's cart opposite the 

Leeds Arms standing on the highway. I 

went to seek him out and found him in the 

Cross Keys, drinking. I said to him "will 

you please move on" and he laughed. I left 

the house and kept a watch in the area. The 

cart stood there for three-quarters of an hour 

after I gave him notice to quit. Defendant 

said "I have neither a cart or horse - it is a 

hand barrow. I am always very particular 

not to leave it where the road is narrow". 

The Bench decided that he had no right to 
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leave his barrow on the road for so long a 

time and inflicted a fine of 1s 6d. 

October 1871 Harriet wife of Moses 

Walmsley of Cleethorpes was charged with 

trespassing on the Cleethorpes branch of 

the M.S.& L. Railway. Dismissed.  

Also George Blain and Mary Jane Hewson 

for drunkenness at Cleethorpes were fined 

5s and costs 8s 6d. 

Also John Stephenson, grocer of 

Cleethorpes for an unjust scale was fined 5s 

and costs 10s 6d. 

Also William Chapman of Cleethorpes 

fisherman, for furiously driving at Old Clee 

was fined 10s and costs 8s 6d.  

November 1871 Robert Keetley of 

Cleethorpes charged with assaulting J.F. 

Chapman, fisherman was fined £2 and 

costs. 

Also William Page, fisherman of 

Cleethorpes for stealing turnips from a field 

at Clee was fined 6d and 10s 6d costs.  

Also William Cooper alias Cockrill of 

Cleethorpes, fisherman for assaulting P.C. 

Bates of Cleethorpes was fined £1 and 18s 

costs. 

Also Emma Power of Cleethorpes for 

assaulting John Rannard was fined £1 

including costs. 

January 1872 Thomas Willerton and John 

Osborne, surveyors of the Highways for 

Cleethorpes were charged by Supt. 

Richdale with neglecting to keep in repair 

the highway leading from Cleethorpes to 

Grimsby and were fined 11s each including 

costs. 

February 1872 Thomas Saunby of 

Cleethorpes, fish merchant, for 

drunkenness was fined 5s and costs 9s 6d. 

Also John A. Clarkson of Cleethorpes and 

lately an inn-keeper in Grimsby was 

charged by Mr. Wainwright, officer of 

excise with dealing in wine without a 

licence. There was a further charge of 

dealing in spirits without a licence. 

Defendant pleaded guilty and was fined £50 

in each case. An application that the court 

would recommend a reduction was refused. 

In addition to the fine a quarter cask of 

brandy seized by the excise was forfeited.  

William Chapman, a fishmonger of 

Cleethorpes for drunkenness at Caistor on 

the 10th February 1872 was fined 5s and 

costs 10s 6d. He was also charged with 

cruelty to his horse at the same time. 

Dismissed. 

Also Samuel Turner of 

Cleethorpes was charged 

with stealing half a peck of 

potatoes the property of 

George Chapman of  

Cleethorpes. Committed 

to prison for seven days.  

May 1872 Francis Storey of Cleethorpes, 

fisherman pleaded guilty of stealing a piece 

of cheese from the pantry of the Cross Keys 

Hotel Cleethorpes and was committed to 

prison for fourteen days with hard labour.  

Also Frank 

Kennington a 

fisherman and 

Joseph Waite 

also a fisherman 

for drunkenness at Cleethorpes were each 

fined 5s and costs 9s 6d. 

June 1872  SUGGITT v TOMLINSON - 

The claim was for possession of land at 

Cleethorpes. Plaintiff having rented a house 

and a rood of land for £12 a year in 1867. 

Rent to be paid quarterly. Notice to quit was 

given, but defendant held on to the property 

as he had a right to occupy it until 

Martinmas. Verdict possession was to be 

given up within 14 days. 

July 1872  John Mumby of Cleethorpes for 

drunkenness was fined 5s and costs 9s 6d. 

August 1872 A girl named Betsy Paddison, 

aged 16, a domestic servant at Cleethorpes 

is in custody on a charge of Murder. She 

gave birth to an illegitimate child at the 
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house of her mistress and the body was 

found concealed in a basket with a bandage 

twice round it's face, one fold which went 

over the mouth and another over the nose. 

The Jury at the inquest returned a verdict of 

"wilful murder" against the mother of the 

child 

Also Joseph Carter was summoned for 

assaulting Christopher Kirkman at 

Cleethorpes. Settled. 

Also Amos Appleyard of Cleethorpes 

charged with drunkenness did not appear 

and a warrant was issued. 

September 1872 Edward Usher was 

summoned for drunkenness at Cleethorpes. 

Fined 5s and 10s 6d costs. 

Also The case of John Conyard for 

assaulting John Furlong Chapman at 

Cleethorpes was adjourned. 

April 1873 Samuel Turner a youth 15 years 

of age was charged with stealing a musical 

box value £4 the property of Mr, J.A. 

Clarkson of Cleethorpes. When he and his 

wife returned home from a visit to Goole 

they found a window had been broken and 

the kitchen door was unfastened. A musical 

box had been taken. He reported the fact to 

P.C. Dain. A witness Thomas Bancroft jun 

said the prisoner sold it to him for 8s just 

after Christmas. He had some repairs done 

to it and then he sold it to Mr. C. Wilson, 

druggist for £1 17s 6d. P.C. Dain traced it 

to Mr. Wilson and took possession of it. 

The prisoner at this time was undergoing a 

term of imprisonment at Lincoln at the 

expiration of which he was apprehended 

and committed for trial. 

Thomas Youhill, butcher of 

Cleethorpes was charged with 

wilfully damaging a coat the 

property of Mr. John Furlong 

Chapman of the same place on 

the 23rd August 1873 Case 

dismissed, complainant to pay the costs.  

September 1873 Austin Baker of 

Cleethorpes was summoned by Mr. Berry 

relieving officer charged with not 

complying with an order made by the court 

to pay 4s per week for the support of 

Elizabeth Baker, his wife. The defence was 

that Baker had not complied with the order 

of the court because he was not in a position 

to do so. The magistrates ordered a distress 

warrant to issue at once upon his goods 

Also John Furlong Chapman of Cleethorpes 

for assaulting Thomas Youhill at the 

Queen's Hotel Cleethorpes was fined 40s 

and 27s 6d costs. Also Charles Waumsley 

was summoned for an assault on Charles 

Sprigg. Settled out of court. 

Also George Parker for being drunk and 

riotous at Cleethorpes was fined 10s and 9s 

6d costs. 

Also Four boys charged 

with stealing carrots at 

Cleethorpes were 

discharged and ordered to 

pay costs.  

Also An Affiliation order 

of 2s 6d per week and costs was made upon 

William Young of Cleethorpes at the 

instance of Ann Lamble. 

Also Robert Auke for obstructing a 

footpath at Cleethorpes was fined 10s and 

costs 8s 6d. 

October 1873 James Smith pleaded guilty 

of breaking into the house of James 

Edwards and stealing therefrom a number 

of spoons, forks, candlesticks etc. at 

Cleethorpes on the 13th August. He was 

sentenced to 8 months with hard labour. 

Also Messrs. Isaac Good & Sons, 

Cleethorpes, brick manufacturers were 

summoned by E. Gould sub-inspector of 

factories for an infringement of the Factory 

Act. The offence was that defendant had 

employed a child Fred Willis who is under 

ten years of age. Withdrawn on payment of 

costs, and a charge against the father of the 
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child for allowing his son to be so employed 

was similarly disposed of. 

December 1873 Thomas Knight of 

Cleethorpes, fisherman was charged by the 

police with obstructing the highway at 

Laceby by leaving his horse thereon. Fined 

5s and 8s 6d costs. 

Amos Appleyard was charged with being 

drunk at Cleethorpes on the 11th 

December 1873. When found he was taken 

home by the police in a hand cart. This 

being his third offence within the last 

twelve months he was fined 40s and 10s 6d 

costs. In default of payment forthwith he 

was committed for one month with hard 

labour. 

 

Also Henry Dennis of Cleethorpes, 

shoemaker for drunkenness at Cleethorpes, 

pleaded guilty and asked for lenient 

treatment. Consequently he was fined only 

5s and 9s 6d costs. 

 

January 1874 Austin Baker of Cleethorpes 

a fisherman was summoned to show cause 

why an order to contribute 4s per week 

towards the support of his wife should not 

be enforced. Defendant was not in a 

position to pay but he was told that the order 

would be enforced at a future time. 

February 1874 William Derbon for being 

drunk and disorderly at Cleethorpes was 

fined 5s and 10s 6d costs. Also Peter Poxon, 

William Morris and Henry Nicholson were 

also charged with being  drunk and 

disorderly and were each fined 10s and 9s 

6d costs.  

John Walker Ellis of Cleethorpes was fined 

17s 6d or fourteen days imprisonment for 

using obscene language to Mr. F.J. 

Chapman also of Cleethorpes on the 7th 

April 1874.  The parties were before the 

County Justices on the day in question 

where Mr. Chapman had summoned Ellis 

for a previous offence of a similar 

character, and while they were in the street 

waiting for the case to be called on 

defendant used the language complained of. 

Betsy Parker 30, a dressmaker charged with 

the wilful murder of a female child at 

Cleethorpes on the 9th May 1874. 

July 1874  Richard Stratton for  cruelly 

beating a horse on the sands at Cleethorpes 

was fined 2s 6d and 10s 6d costs. Also 

George Sellars of Cleethorpes for cruelly 

beating a pony was fined 2s 6d and 10s 6d 

costs.  

Also George Isitt of Cleethorpes for being 

drunk in the Cross Keys Hotel was fined 5s 

and 10s 6d costs. 

Also John Finch,  fish hawker for 

obstructing the High-street Cleethorpes by 

placing a handcart was fined £1 and 9s 

costs, in default a month with hard labour. 

August 1874 Thomas Bratley, 

baker Cleethorpes was charged 

with selling bread adulterated with 

alum. Mr. Inspector Thorsby took 

a 4lb loaf from his shop to be 

analysed at Lincoln which proved 

to contain 24 grains of alum and to 

be unfit for food. He was fined £2 

and £1 1s 10d costs. 

Also John Stephenson, grocer, 

Cleethorpes was charged with selling 

adulterated tea. Inspector Thorsby 

purchased 2oz of green tea for 4d which 

was forwarded to Lincoln for analysis and 

showed the tea was composed of black tea 

leaves coloured with Prussian blue and 

gypsum. Fined 10s and 13s costs.  Isabella 
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Green, grocer of Cleethorpes appeared on a 

similar charge, she was fined 10s and £1 1s 

0d costs.  Also Thomas Coulbeck, grocer 

Cleethorpes was also charged with selling  

2oz of green tea which contained similar 

adulterative dressings and was fined 10s 

and £1.1s.0d. 

December 1874 Henry Walmsley and 

George Bancroft both of Cleethorpes were 

charged with committing wilful damage to 

a cart the property of Thomas Knight, fish 

hawker to the amount of £4. Each fined £1, 

damage £2 and costs 14s 6d. 

March 1875 Solomon Rowston was 

charged with being drunk at Cleethorpes. 

He pleaded guilty and was fined 5s and 10s 

costs. Defendant was not sober when he 

appeared in court. 

Also James Carr, hawker was charged with 

cruelty to a pony at Cleethorpes. The pony 

was simply a skin-and-bone animal 

scarcely able to move without any load. The 

magistrates examined the pony, and on 

coming into court told defendant that there 

was not the slightest doubt from what they 

saw that if his pony was brought before 

them again he would be committed without 

the option of a fine. Fined 10s and costs 11s 

6d. 

William Rundle, fisherman for being drunk 

at Cleethorpes on the 27th March  1875 

was fined 5s and 9s costs. 

Thomas Locking  of Louth was charged 

with cruelty to a pony by letting it out for 

hire in a weak and unfit state at Cleethorpes 

on Friday 26th March 1875 Fined 10s and 

costs 17s 10d. 

April 1875 William Mumby of Hull for 

assaulting P.C. Marriott at Cleethorpes was 

fined 41s including costs. 

Also Alice and Tom Robinson for being 

drunk and riotous at Cleethorpes were fined 

5s and costs each. 

Henry Dixon was charged with a similar 

offence at Cleethorpes the same day. Fined 

£1 and 11s 6d. 

Alexander Sharp, 25, draper was charged 

with feloniously embezzling on the 19th 

May 1875 last five pair of sheets the 

property of William Davidson  his master at 

Cleethorpes. Frederick Gutteridge 

proprietor of the Dolphin Hotel Cleethorpes 

said he ordered everything required for the 

hotel. He did not know prisoner and had 

never purchased any linen off him. William 

Davidson said the prisoner was in his 

employ for about three months. His duties 

were to solicit orders and to deliver the 

goods. He had no regular wages but had 

board, lodging and clothes. He went out 

every day soliciting orders and taking out 

goods. On 19th May according to Sharp's 

ledger he delivered five pairs of sheets to 

the Dolphin Hotel, they were to pay the next 

week. Supt. Gregg took prisoner into 

custody when he declared it was all a 

mistake he was sure Mr. Davidson wouldn't 

prosecute him.  Found guilty and he was 

sentenced to four calendar months with 

hard labour. The prisoner was further 

charged with embezzling other monies the 

property of his master during the six months 

previous to commission of the last offence, 

but no evidence was offered on this 

indictment. 

George Elkin, fish curer for over-driving a 

horse at Cleethorpes on the 20th June 1875 

was fined 5s and 23s costs. 

July 1875  William Chapman  fish hawker 

and John Smith, bathing machine 

proprietor, both of Cleethorpes, for working 

horses on the sands with sore shoulders 

were each fined 5s and 10s 6d costs. Also 

Edward Walmsley of Cleethorpes donkey 

driver, for cruelly beating an ass was fined 

5s and 10s 6d costs.  

George Bancroft fish labourer and Richard 

Green joiner, both of Cleethorpes were 

charged with being drunk and riotous on the 

11th July 1875 . Bancroft  was fined £1 and 

10s costs, Green  10s and 10s 6d costs. 
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Joseph Surfleet, fish packer for stealing a 

live tame fowl the property of Julia Frith of 

Cleethorpes on the 13th July 1875 was 

committed for a month's hard labour. 

Also Robert Clark, seaman for being drunk 

when in charge of a horse and cart at 

Cleethorpes was fined 10s and 10s 6d costs. 

Also John Chapman, fisherman, Thomas 

Ostler, higgler and John Coulbeck pony 

driver all of Cleethorpes were charged with 

being drunk and riotous. Chapman and 

Ostler were fined 10s and 10 6d costs each, 

Coulbeck 5s and 10s 6d. 

August 1875 Thomas Youhill, a butcher, 

Sea View Street, Cleethorpes was charged 

before Mr. T.B.  Harniess with attempting 

to commit suicide. It seemed that the 

prisoner tried to hang himself in his stable, 

but was found before he could complete the 

offence, and cut down. Drink was assigned 

as the cause of the rash act. Having been 

suitably reprimanded by the Magistrate he 

was discharged. 

Moses Walmsley and Amos Appleyard, 

fisherman were charged with being drunk 

upon licensed premises at Cleethorpes on 

the 28th August 1875. Fined 10s each and 

10s 6d costs. Walmsley was further charged 

with being drunk upon licensed premises at 

Cleethorpes on the 1st September 1875 

and was fined 10s and 9s 6d costs. 

 

September 1875 Henry Walmsley and 

Edwin Walmsley, pony drivers were 

charged with disorderly conduct and 

refusing to quit licensed premises at 

Cleethorpes. Fined 10s and 15s 6d costs 

each. 

Also Thomas Lamming fisherman, 

Cleethorpes was charged with being drunk 

and refusing to quit licensed premises at 

Cleethorpes. Fined 10s and 9s6d costs each. 

Also George Bancroft, Charles Appleyard 

and Joseph Burgess, fisherman were 

charged with assaulting P.C. Leesing in the 

execution of his duty at Cleethorpes . 

Bancroft was fined £1 and 19s costs, 

Appleyard £1 and 16s costs and Burgess 

10s and costs £1 14s 6d. Burgess was 

further charged with being drunk and 

riotous. Fined 5s and 11s 6d costs.  

Also Moses Walmsley senior and Moses 

Walmsley jun were charged with cruelly 

working horses with sore shoulders and 

backs at Cleethorpes. Walmsley sen was 

fined £1 and 11s 6d costs and Walmsley jun 

5s and 10s 6d costs. 

Francis Storey, 56, fisherman pleaded 

guilty to stealing a bottle of champagne the 

property of Julia Frith at Cleethorpes on the 

23rd February 1876 Two months 

imprisonment with one year's police 

supervision. 

Richard Garniss, farmer Cleethorpes was 

charged with furious driving in Victoria 

Street North, Grimsby on the 6th March 

1876. He and five others were in a trap 

which knocked down a little boy and 

severely hurt his foot. None of the party 

looked back to see the mischief they had 

caused but continued driving ahead, 

Defendant said he was driving at his 

ordinary pace and having a good mare she 

went nice and sharp. The little boy would 

not have been knocked down had he kept 

still.  Fined 20s with costs. 

William James Atkinson, butcher 

Cleethorpes was charged by Supt. Gregg 

with having unjust scales in his possession 

on the 16th March 1876. Complainant said 

the scales produced were five drams against 

the purchasers. Defendant pleaded guilty 

saying he used them with no intent to 

defraud. Fined 2s 6d and 10s 6d costs. 

Also Thomas Bratley, baker Cleethorpes 

was charged by Supt. Gregg with having 

scales in his possession to the extent of one 

dram against the purchaser. Fined 5s and 

10s 6d costs. 

Also Henry Kelly, grocer was also charged 

with having flour scales in his possession 

eight drams wrong. Fined 2s 6d and 10s 6d 

costs. 
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June 1876 Mr. T.T. Chapman, Market 

Place and Mr. Fred A. Peck Sea View Street 

Cleethorpes were summoned for selling 

Methylated spirits without al licence. Each 

defendant was fined £12 10s with a 

recommendation to the Inland Revenue 

Commissioners for a further reduction. 

July 1876 Amos Appleyard, fisherman 

Cleethorpes, charged with being  drunk and 

riotous was committed for one calendar 

month. He had previously been convicted 

several times for similar offences. 

Also Edward Walmsley and John Grundy, 

Cleethorpes summoned by Mr. Benjamin 

Graves for not complying with the bye-

laws, the former not wearing his badge, the 

latter not having a licence when driving 

asses on the sands, were each fined 1s and 

costs 10s 6d. The latter defendant 

committed for 14 days in default. The 

Chairman remarked that the bye-laws must 

be carried out. 

Also John Abbott an elderly man, 

apparently a tramp was charged with 

stealing a gold Geneva watch on Sunday, 

the property of Elizabeth Ann Rodgers. 

From the evidence it appeared that the 

watch was extracted from the prosecutrix 

who described herself as an "Archery 

Proprietor" on Cleethorpes sands, prisoner 

being temporarily in her employment. P.C. 

Martin stated the watch had been pawned 

and applied for a remand. Prisoner who was 

a native of Leeds who admitted the theft, 

but justified  it by stating that although he 

had done his work he had received no 

wages, was remanded. 

September 1876 Louisa Richards, married 

woman was accused of stealing £2 and two 

German silver coins  belonging to Clara 

Frisby a barmaid at the Cleethorpes Pier 

Refreshment Room. The prosecutrix 

changed her dress in the cloak-room at 

which time she had a purse in the dress 

pocket. The prisoner entered, the dress was 

hanging over a chair, prosecutrix left the 

room for a short period and on her return 

she missed her purse and the prisoner had 

gone. P.C. Marriott visited the prisoner's 

house when she produced the purse with the 

coins in it. Committed to the Sessions.  

 

Also Christopher Parker, labourer was 

charged with being drunk at Cleethorpes 

and was fined £1 4s 6d including costs. 

October 1876 James Atkinson, farmer of 

Cleethorpes for an assault upon John 

Parker, groom of Keelby, at Market Rasen 

he was fined 20s and £3 14s 2d costs. 

Also John Young, a fisherman pleaded 

guilty to being drunk and riotous at 

Cleethorpes and was fined 10s and 10s 6d 

costs. 

December 1876 Amos Appleyard and 

Thomas Knight, fishermen were charged 

with stealing one and a  half ton of iron used 

for ballast, value £3 10s the property of Mr. 

John P. Powells. The property had been 

sold to several persons. Supt, Jarvis applied 

for a remand which was granted. 

March 1877 George Brown, grocer, John 

Houlden baker, George Pridgeon grocer, 

Thos C. Gray, grocer and Holland Walker, 

greengrocer were all charged with selling 

bread other than by weight. Fined 5s and 

10s 6d costs each. 

June 1877 John 

Smith  18 years 

of age a native of 

Manchester was 

charged with 

stealing five 

crabs value 2s 6d 

the property of James Knight at 
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Cleethorpes. Sentenced to seven days 

imprisonment.  

Also Joseph Smith and Samuel Appleyard 

of Cleethorpes for being drunk and riotous 

were each fined 10s and costs 10s 6d. 

Also Amos Appleyard, fisherman of 

Cleethorpes an old offender was brought up  

by warrant charged with being drunk and 

riotous. Fined 10s and costs 16s 6d. He said 

his captain would pay for him, meaning his 

wife which she did. 

Also William Wright charged Henry 

Walmsley with assaulting him at 

Cleethorpes. Dismissed. James Bancroft 

Cleethorpes and Edward Brown gipsy for 

allowing horses to stray were each fined 1s 

and 8s costs. 

Also Eliza Paddison, married, Cleethorpes 

for being drunk on the M.S.&.L. railway 

was fined 10s and costs. 

Also Robert Hunn shoemaker, Cleethorpes 

for being disorderly and refusing to quit the 

Cross Keys Inn was fined 5s and costs 9s 

6d. 

 

July 1877 Joseph Burgess of Cleethorpes 

for being disorderly and refusing to quit the 

Cross Keys Inn was fined 10s and costs 14s. 

Also Alice Hunt of Cleethorpes summoned 

Henry Walmsley for assaulting her. 

Dismissed. 

 

Also J.W. Walmsley, Richard Coulbeck 

and John Coulbeck  were fined for allowing 

donkeys to stray.  

August 1877 Thomas Bruerton, lodging-

house keeper Cleethorpes for trespassing on 

the Railways to solicit lodgers was fined 

10s and 17s 6d. 

Also Walter Knock of Cleethorpes 

summoned for being drunk and riotous did 

not appear and a warrant was therefore 

issued for his apprehension. 

Also Richard Green and Charles Baker of 

Cleethorpes an old offender charged with 

being drunk and riotous were each fined 10s 

and costs 10s 6d. 

Also Thomas Lamming, fisherman an old 

offender of Cleethorpes (on bail) was 

charged with being drunk and riotous at the 

Cross Keys Inn was fined £1 and costs 9s 

6d and for assaulting Sergeant Harris at the 

same time he was fined £1 and costs 12s. 

Also  Thomas Gardner of Cleethorpes for 

being drunk and riotous was fined 10s and 

costs 10s 6d. 

Also Wilkinson Stones of Cleethorpes 

summoned Jonathan  Prestwood and Joseph 

Burgess for assaulting him. Fined 2s 6d and 

costs 16s 9d. 

Also Mercy Lenby and Frederick Arthur 

Peek, chemist, Cleethorpes summoned 

Isaac Smith and George Walker, labourers 

for assaulting them. Settled. 

Also William Atkinson for letting a horse 

for hire on the sands at Cleethorpes without 

a licence was fined 5s and 10s 6d costs. 

Also George Butler, for begging at 

Cleethorpes was committed for 14 days. 

November 1877 George Bancroft, John 

Coulbeck (2 informations) and Thomas 

Frankish all fishermen of Cleethorpes were 

charged with being drunk and riotous. 

Bancroft (8th conviction) was fined 40s and 

costs 10s 6d, Coulbeck  (7 previous 

convictions) was fined in each case 40s and 

costs 20s, and Frankish fined 10s and costs 

10s 6d. 

Thomas Parker baker was charged with 

embezzling certain monies at Cleethorpes 

on December 14th 1877 the property of his 

master Thomas Frankish. It was part of his 

duty to take round to his master's customers 

to sell, and he was expected to hand in all 

monies received each night and enter the 

names of those who had been supplied on 

credit in his own and employer's books, 

with the amounts owing. The prisoner had 

failed to account for several sums received 

by him, but had entered them as owing by 
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the different customers. The prisoner who 

had nothing to say in answer to the charge 

was committed to take his trial at the 

sessions. At the sessions he pleaded guilty 

and was sentenced to 3 calendar months. 

January 1878 Charles Gray Cleethorpes 

charged William Foreman with assaulting 

him. Both are fishing apprentices. 

Complainant stated they had a 

disagreement and defendant went into the 

house and brought a poker out and struck 

him a violent blow across the back part of 

the head cutting it and causing the blood to 

flow freely. Defendant said he was guilty 

but received great provocation. Fined 5s 

and costs £1 8s. 

Also Robert Osborne and ?? Hotson of 

Cleethorpes, bakers were summoned for 

selling bread other than by weight. Each 

pleaded guilty and were fined 1s and 9s 6d 

costs. 

February 1878 Henry Walmsley, William 

Gray, John Coulbeck and Fred Appleyard 

all of Cleethorpes were fined for being 

drunk and riotous. Coulbeck (who had been 

fined 8 times) 40s and costs 9s 6d. The 

others 10s and costs 9s 6d. 

Also George Bancroft fisherman of 

Cleethorpes was summoned for being 

drunk and riotous. Three witnesses said 

defendant was not drunk but admitted he 

was swearing and excited. Dismissed. 

Also Sarah Garrett was charged by Mrs. 

Hallowby  Cleethorpes, with taking several 

sheets, pillow slip and window blinds from 

her Lodgings, 2 Charles street and pawning 

them One month's imprisonment. 

Also David Reed, John Robert Green two 

fishing apprentices, Mary Ann Hannan and 

Mary Popple whose aged vary from 10 to 

15 years were charged with breaking into 

the house of Thomas Ostler Cleethorpes 

and stealing therefrom a looking-glass, pair 

of shoes, a hymn book, a ring and a quantity 

of children's clothing. The articles with the 

exception of the ring had been pledged with 

two different pawnbrokers. The two boys 

were discharged and the girls committed to 

the sessions. 

Also Arabella Chapman, inn keeper 

Cleethorpes was summoned for an offence 

against the Adulteration Act. Inspector 

Jarvis said he called at the Cliff Hotel and 

purchased a bottle of gin for 3d. Upon 

informing Mrs. Chapman the liquor was to 

be analysed  she exclaimed "Oh, that's the 

wrong gin, give it to me". Upon analysis it 

was found to be 46 degrees below proof.  

Fined £2 and costs £1 17s 6d. 

Also Frederick Gutteridge, landlord of the 

Dolphin Hotel was charged with selling to 

Inspector Jarvis a bottle of Irish whisky 

which was 21.70 degrees below proof. 

Gutteridge produced a notice to the effect 

that all spirits were sold as diluted with 

water. The Bench held that this did not 

affect the case. Fined £1 and costs £1 7s 6d. 

Also Benjamin Drinkwater and Seth 

Chatterton were summoned by Henry 

Coulbeck Cleethorpes for non-payment of 

rates. Paid. 

March 1878 Emma Good, monthly nurse, 

a young woman of very respectable 

appearance was charged with stealing a pair 

of gold studs worth £1 from the house of 

Edward Macrow, fish merchant of 

Cleethorpes. 21 days imprisonment. 

May 1878 Edward Albert Marsh on bail 

charged with acting as a pedlar at 

Cleethorpes without his certificate being 

endorse for Lincolnshire. Fined 5s and costs 

10s 6d. Paid.  

Also Moses Walmsley, fisherman, 

Cleethorpes charged with being drunk and 

riotous sent his wife to plead for him, but as 

this was his 12th offence the Bench 

adjourned the case for his attendance. 

Also George Blow, fisherman Cleethorpes 

pleaded guilty of being drunk and riotous 

and was committed for 14 days. 
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Also Walter Rack of Grimsby pleaded 

guilty of beating two asses on Cleethorpes 

Sands. Fined £1 and costs 10s 6d. 

Also George Isitt, Joseph Burgess and John 

Chapman, fishermen Cleethorpes all 

charged with being drunk and riotous, 

pleaded guilty and were each fined 20s and 

costs 9s. In default Chapman was 

committed for fourteen days. 

Also Delila Lamming, married, 

Cleethorpes brought up by warrant charged 

with drunkenness was fined 23s 6d 

including costs. 

July 1878 Joseph Burgess of Cleethorpes 

for being drunk and disorderly and refusing 

to quit the Cross Keys Inn was fined 40s 

and Costs 14s, this being his 7th conviction. 

Also Moses Walmsley fisherman 

Cleethorpes for being drunk and riotous 

were fined 10s and costs 10s 6d.  

Also H. Walmsley and T. Appleyard, 

Cleethorpes were summoned by H.B. 

Coulbeck for wilfully damaging his grass 

by grazing five donkeys thereon.  

Dismissed. 

Also Forman Bywater, George Treacher, 

John Chamberlain and Edward Walmsley 

were all charged with infringing the 

Cleethorpes bye-laws by plying for hire 

without licences. Bywater and Chamberlain 

were fined 1s and costs, the others paid 

costs 6s each. 

August 1878 Alfred Burgess  fisherman, 

Cleethorpes for a breach of the M.S.& L. 

Railway Co's bye-laws by fighting in a 

railway carriage at Cleethorpes. Mrs. 

Burgess appeared for her husband and 

pleaded guilty. Fined 10s and costs 12s. 

Also Charles Boon, fruit hawker was 

charged by Sgt. Harris with obstructing the 

highway at Cleethorpes. Pleaded guilty. 

Fined 1s and 8s 6d costs. 

Also William Ringham Cleethorpes 

summoned Edward Wood for assaulting 

him. There was a cross summons Wood v 

Ringham for assault. Each paid their own 

costs so settled the case. 

Also James Fox of Cleethorpes was 

charged with assaulting Thomas Slatting, 

painter of Grimsby. Complainant said they 

had a few words when Fox  knocked him 

"head over heels". Fined 5s and costs 14s.  

September 1878 John Chapman,  

Cleethorpes was charged with drunkenness. 

Chapman  had been several times fined and 

was again fined 10s and costs 10s 6d. 

Also Thomas Lamming, fisherman 

Cleethorpes who had been 17 times 

previously convicted was charged with 

being drunk and riotous. Fined £1 and 15s 

costs. 

Also John W. Reeson, Cleethorpes for 

cruelty to a donkey was fined 6d and costs 

11s 6d. 

Also Arthur Lidgett summoned for 

assaulting Mr. R. Bradshaw Cleethorpes. 

Paid costs 7s. 

Also Amos Appleyard Cleethorpes 

summoned for hire without a boat licence 

was fined 10s and £1 0s 6d costs. 

Also James Lidyard was summoned for an 

offence against the Cleethorpes bye-laws. 

Adjourned. 

Also Emma Powers Cleethorpes for 

allowing a savage dog to be at large was 

ordered to keep it under control. 

Also Kate Cole 17 lately servant with Mrs. 

Asnip, Cleethorpes was charged with 

stealing a ring worth £1. Seven days with 

hard labour. 
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October 1878 John Coulbeck, Charles 

Rowston and Sampson Broughton, 

fishermen Cleethorpes were all charged 

with being drunk and riotous. Coulbeck 

(10th conviction) was committed for a 

month, the others were each fined 10s and 

9s 6d costs or a month. 

Also Frederick Nichols, 25 cab driver was 

indicted for stealing from the person of 

Thomas Dewsbury Midgley a gold lever 

watch, a gold Albert chain and a gold seal, 

his property at Cleethorpes on the 30th 

August. Four months hard labour. 

December 1878 Charles Rowston 

fisherman Cleethorpes for being drunk and 

riotous for the fifth time was fined 20s and 

costs 12s 6d. 

Also Henry Fines of Cleethorpes was 

summoned for committing a game trespass. 

He had a snipe recently shot in his 

possession. Fined 10s and 16s costs. 

January 1879 Sarah Smith (39) servant 

was indicted for unlawfully abandoning a 

child under the age of two years on the 

sands at Cleethorpes. The prisoner pleaded 

guilty - sentenced to 12 months with hard 

labour. 

Also John Chapman of Cleethorpes was 

summoned for drunkenness. The case had 

been adjourned. Defendant now pleaded 

guilty. Fined 10s and costs 11s 6d this being 

his eighth conviction for similar offences. 

March 1879 James Edwards Cleethorpes 

for keeping a  dog  without a licence was 

fined 5s and costs 10s 6d. 

Also Thomas T. Chapman and F.A. Peek 

chemists Cleethorpes for selling poisons in 

contravention of the Pharmacy Act were 

each fined £1 and costs 9s 6d. 

May 1879 James Coulbeck a fisherman of 

Cleethorpes summoned for being drunk and 

riotous pleaded guilty, this being his 18th 

appearance he was fined 40s and 9s 6d 

costs. Paid. 

June 1879 Edgar Hopkins of Cleethorpes 

was charged with being drunk and riotous 

and was fined 10s and costs 9s 6d. 

Also John Prestwood, baker of Cleethorpes 

for delivering bread from a cart without 

being provided with scales was fined with 

costs 11s. 

Also Henry Hollex was charged with 

assaulting Mr. Gutteridge of the Dolphin 

Hotel Cleethorpes. Case Dismissed. 

Also Charles Rowson of Cleethorpes, 

fisherman for drunkenness was fined 10s 

and 10s 6d costs. 

Also Austin Baker of Cleethorpes for being 

drunk on licensed premises was fined 5s 

and 9s 6d costs. 

Also George Dobbs for being disorderly on 

licensed premises (The Dolphin Hotel 

Cleethorpes) was fined 10s and 14s costs 

and for assaulting Mr. Gutteridge he was 

further fined 10s and 15s costs. 

Also Jesse Reed of Charles-street 

Cleethorpes pleaded guilty of stealing a 

boat value £5 the property of Charles 

Robinson Cleethorpes. Prisoner was found 

near Spurn with the boat and when near 

Cleethorpes returning he jumped 

overboard. Committed for a month. 

July 1879 Thomas Jones and John Day 

were charged with begging at Cleethorpes. 

Jones was sentenced to 14 days and Day 21 

days with hard labour. 

Also Albert Dunnett Cleethorpes was 

summoned for being on licensed premises 

during prohibited hours. Adjourned. 

Also Amos Appleyard fisherman for using 

a pleasure boat and carrying passengers 

without being licensed was fined including 

costs 19s, in default fourteen days. 

Also Eldred Brown summoned Samuel 

Chapman, Charles Wilson and George Isitt 

all of Cleethorpes for assaulting him. No 

evidence was offered against Chapman and 

Wilson and they were discharged. 
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Complainant stated on the night of the 28th 

ult he was returning to his van about 11.00 

pm when some persons called him a gipsy. 

He answered he was no more a gipsy than 

they, when he was knocked down and 

kicked several times, and he had not been 

able to work since. Two witnesses said they 

saw defendant kicking Brown when he was 

down. There were nearly 20 men round him 

and his face was covered with blood. The 

Bench said it was a brutal case and fined 

defendant £5 and in default committed him 

for a month. 

August 1879 Amos Appleyard of 

Cleethorpes summoned for being drunk and 

riotous did not appear and a warrant was 

issued. 

Also Mary Ann Barker for being drunk and 

riotous at Cleethorpes was fined 10s and 9s 

6d costs. 

Also Albert Webster charged with breaking 

into the yacht of the Rev. G.A. Gedge at 

Cleethorpes and stealing a pork pie, a 

leather strap and wax candles, was 

remanded for a week. 

September 1879 Joseph Acaster 17, tailor 

of Cleethorpes for indecently assaulting a 

girl aged 6 years was committed for two 

months hard labour.  

Also Eleanor White, Jane Atkinson and 

William Parker of Cleethorpes shop 

keepers were summoned for selling bread 

otherwise than by weight. Fined 1s and 10s 

costs. 

October 1879 George Appleyard, butcher 

for having a pair of scales 1 oz against 

purchasers was fined 1s and costs 10s 6d. 

Also John Coulbeck fisherman of 

Cleethorpes for being drunk and riotous 

(15th appearance) was committed for 

month, and with Charles Coulbeck, he was 

charged with assaulting Tom Gossip, and 

each defendant was fined 10s and costs 106 

6d. 

Also William Nuttall and John Mollinson 

of Grimsby were summoned for stealing 

potatoes value 2d the property of T. 

Chapman of Cleethorpes. Prosecutor said 

the boys had caused damage to crops to the 

value of £10. Each ordered to pay 14s. 

Also Joseph Burgess and John  Chapman, 

fishermen, George Bradley Cleethorpes 

were all charged with being drunk and 

riotous. Chapman did not appear, but sent 

his friend, his case was adjourned, the 

others fined 10s and 10s costs each. 

December 1879 Levi Stephenson, boatman 

summoned George Burgess of Cleethorpes 

with assaulting him. Fined 2s 6d and costs. 

Also Charles Baker of Cleethorpes pleaded 

guilty of being drunk and riotous, It being 

Baker's third time he was fined £1 and costs 

9s 6d. 

Also George Bancroft and Henry Croft of 

Cleethorpes for being drunk and riotous 

were each fined 5s and costs 10s. 

January 1880 Richard Green, fisherman 

Cleethorpes for being drunk and riotous 

(7th conviction) was fined 20s and costs 10s 

6d. 

Also Richard Appleyard of Cleethorpes for 

a similar offence (2nd conviction) was 

fined 10s and costs 10s 6d. 

March 1880 John Luggitt (Suggitt?) of 

Cleethorpes for being drunk and riotous 

was fined 10s and costs 9d 6f. 

Also Richard Green fisherman for being 

drunk and riotous (9th offence) was fined 

20s and costs 10s 6d. 

Also William Gutteridge fisherman for 

using a gun at Cleethorpes without a licence 

was fined 50s. 

April 1880 Richard Coulbeck and William 

Jacques  donkey drivers of Cleethorpes for 

cruelly beating two donkey's were fined 1s 

and costs 10s 6d. The Chairman said it was 

time such a practice  was put a stop to. 
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Also John Barker of Cleethorpes was 

summoned for keeping six carriages 

without a licence. The Excise stated that the 

defendant had been called upon three times 

and did not take out a licence until after he 

had been summoned. He did not appear, 

and was fined 10s and 9s costs. 

May 1880 John Chapman fisherman 

Cleethorpes for drunkenness (3rd offence 

within twelve months) was fined 20s and 

costs 10s 6d. 

Also Henry Croft fisherman Cleethorpes 

was summoned for assaulting Charles Day, 

Innkeeper by setting his dog on him, was 

fined 10s and costs £1 1s 6d. 

June 1880 Thomas Johnson of Cleethorpes 

for being drunk and disorderly was fined 

10s and 10s 6d costs. 

Also Henry Walmsley of Cleethorpes for 

allowing five donkey's to stray was fined 

10s 6d with costs. 

July 1880 Alfred Webb fisherman of 

Cleethorpes for being drunk and riotous 

was fined 10s and 10a costs. 

Also Richard Chapman of Cleethorpes was 

summoned for disobeying to have his child 

vaccinated. Adjourned. 

August 1880 Henry Walmsley of 

Cleethorpes for obstructing the highway 

was fined 5s and 16s costs. 

Also Edward Sellars of Cleethorpes for 

obstructing a footpath was fined 6s and 8s 

6d costs. 

Also Joseph Hardy was summoned for 

being on licensed premises i.e. The Dolphin 

Hotel, was fined 5s and costs 10s 6d. 

Also William Bullivant landlord of the 

Dolphin Hotel Cleethorpes for keeping his 

licensed premises open during prohibited 

hours was fined 40s and costs 14s 6d.  

 

(Dolphin Hotel) 

Also John Steward of Cleethorpes was 

charged by Henry B. Coulbeck of the same 

place with assaulting him. Fined 1s and 

costs 25s. 

Also Richard Green was charged with 

assaulting Levi Stephenson of Cleethorpes. 

Fined 5s and costs 10s 6d. 

Also William Cross alias Reeves was 

charged with stealing two gold studs the 

property of James Jarvis of Cleethorpes 

with whom he lodged. Prisoner pleaded 

guilty and was committed for two months. 

Also Frances Field of Cleethorpes was 

charged with selling a loaf of bread other 

than by weight. Fined 5s and 9s 6d costs. 

Also George Clayton of Cleethorpes was 

fined 1s and 9s 6d costs for selling bread 

other than by weight. 

Also William Smith, a Cleethorpes donkey 

driver was fined 5s and 10s 6d costs for 

cruelly beating a donkey at Cleethorpes. 

September 1880 Richard Chapman of 

Cleethorpes was summoned for neglecting 

to have his child vaccinated. Adjourned for 

seven days. 

Also Moses Walmsley and John Chapman 

(two old offenders both of Cleethorpes 

were summoned for being drunk and 

disorderly. Walmsley fined 40s and 9s 6d 

costs. Chapman was committed for a 

month's hard labour and ordered to pay 10s 

6d costs or seven days more. 
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Also George Humley of Cleethorpes for 

being drunk and disorderly was fined 10s 

and costs 9s 6d. 

October 1880 John Prestwood of 

Cleethorpes for being drunk and disorderly 

was fined 10s and 10s 6d costs. 

Also Richard Green of Cleethorpes for a 

like offence was fined 40s and 10s 6d costs, 

in default he went to prison for a month. 

Also Richard Chapman of Cleethorpes 

summoned for neglecting to have his child 

vaccinated did not  appear and was fined £1 

and 13s 6d costs. 

Also George Isitt fisherman, Cleethorpes 

was charged with being disorderly and 

refusing to quit the Lifeboat Hotel. It 

appeared in his evidence that defendant was 

supplied with beer when he was the worse 

for drink and the Bench dismissed the case. 

Defendant was also charged with wilfully 

breaking a mug value 4d and pleaded 

guilty. Fined 6d and damages and costs 11s 

10d.  

Also Thomas Riddington, cab driver of 

Cleethorpes for being drunk and disorderly 

(3rd offence) was fined 20s and 10s 6d 

costs, in default 14 days. 

Also John Coulbeck of Cleethorpes for 

being drunk and disorderly. There being 17 

convictions against him he was fined 40s 

and 9s 6d costs. 

Also Joseph Burgess of Cleethorpes for 

being drunk and disorderly (11th 

appearance) was fined 40s and costs, in 

default a month. 

Also Henry Rowson of Cleethorpes was 

summoned by G.F. Mashford under the 

Employment and Workmen Act. 

Withdrawn on paying costs 5s 6d. 

November 1880 John Chapman, George 

Sellars, George Taylor, Charles Vickers, 

J.W. Walmsley, Richard Coulbeck and 

Charles Johnson all of Cleethorpes, for 

obstructing the highway were each fined 1s 

and 8s 6d costs. 

Also Charles Johnson of 

Cleethorpes for being 

drunk and disorderly was 

fined 10s and 9s 6d. 

Also Robert Sleight of 

Cleethorpes was 

summoned for 

drunkenness. Fined 5s and 

9s 6d costs. 

Also James Jarvis of 

Cleethorpes for being drunk and disorderly 

was fined 10s and 10s 6d costs. 

Also Tom Chapman of Cleethorpes for 

neglecting to have his children vaccinated 

was fined 6d and 10s 6d costs. 

Also Robert Gostellow of Cleethorpes was 

ordered to send his three children to school 

and pay 10s 6d costs. 

Also Henry Croft of Cleethorpes was 

summoned by Ann Turner for assaulting 

her and was fined 10s and 15s 6d costs. 

Also John Stephenson grocer was brought 

before Judge Stephens by Poland, 

Robertson and Co, Tea Merchants to 

recover the sum of £4 17s. Verdict for the 

plaintiff for the full amount. 

December 1880 John William Walmsley of 

Cleethorpes was summoned for leaving a 

donkey and cart on a highway. Adjourned. 

Also Charles Baker of Cleethorpes for 

being drunk and disorderly was fined £1 

and costs 9s 6d. 

January 1881 John Kemp of Cleethorpes 

for cruelly kicking an ass was fined 1s and 

10s 6d costs. 

Also John Croft of Cleethorpes was 

charged with being drunk and disorderly. 

Fined 10s and 9s 6d costs. 

Also James White by "ringing the changes" 

from George Gray at Cleethorpes on the 

14th ult. Prisoner pleaded guilty. Supt. 

Jarvis stated that the prisoner had 

committed a fraud on several other parties. 

Committed for three months hard labour. 
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Also Fred Appleyard of Cleethorpes for 

drunkenness was fined 5s and 10s 6d costs. 

Also Edward Hopkins of Cleethorpes for 

drunkenness was fined 5s and 13s 6d costs. 

Also Edward E. Taylor, T.E.P. Marsh, 

Charles Winks, Thomas Shaw and Samuel 

Osborne all of Cleethorpes, for neglecting 

to have their children vaccinated were 

withdrawn but fresh proceedings will be 

taken. 

Also Samuel Chapman of Cleethorpes for 

being drunk at 

the Queens 

Hotel 

Cleethorpes was 

fined 10s and 

11s 6d costs.  

Also Charles 

Appleyard of Cleethorpes (several times 

convicted) for being drunk in the Lifeboat 

Inn was fined 20s and costs.  

February 1881Thomas Emmerson of 

Cleethorpes for allowing a horse and van to 

stand on the highway for an unreasonable 

time was fined 2s 6d and 9s 6d costs. 

Also Charles Favil of Cleethorpes was 

charged with selling coal otherwise than by 

weight. Case dismissed. 

March 1881 John Brown of Cleethorpes, 

farmer for keeping a dog without having an 

exemption was ordered to pay costs 6s. 

Also Robert Harper of Cleethorpes was 

summoned for keeping a dog without a 

licence. Dismissed. 

Also George Bancroft of Cleethorpes for 

drunkenness was fined 10s and costs 10s 

6d. 

Also Joseph Burgess of Cleethorpes was 

charged with being drunk and disorderly on 

the 25th and 26th ult. This was defendant's 

12th appearance. Fined 40s and 10s 6d 

costs or a month for the first offence and 

40s and 14s 6d or a month for the second 

offence. 

Also Thomas Ridlington of Cleethorpes 

was charged with being drunk and 

disorderly on the 25th ult and the 12th inst. 

This was his 3rd appearance for like 

offences. Fined 10s and 10s 6d or 14 days 

and 20s and 10s 6d costs for second 

offence. 

Also John Chapman of Cleethorpes for 

being drunk and disorderly (3 previous 

convictions) was committed for a month. 

Also George Hornley of Cleethorpes for 

being drunk and disorderly was fined 10s 

and 13s costs or 14 days. 

Also George Bancroft of Cleethorpes was 

summoned for being drunk and disorderly. 

Case adjourned for defendant to produce 

witnesses. 

 

April 1881 George Bancroft of Cleethorpes 

for being drunk and disorderly (10th 

appearance) was fined £1 and costs £1 10s 

6d. 

 

Also John Coulbeck of Cleethorpes an old 

offender who did not appear was fined 10s 

and 13s 9d costs for being drunk and 

refusing to quit licensed premises. 

Also Charles Rowson of Cleethorpes an old 

offender for being drunk and disorderly was 

fined 10s and 13s costs. 

May 1881 Richard Broughton and George 

Blow of Cleethorpes were find 10s and 9s 

6d costs for being drunk and disorderly. 

June 1881 Thomas Wood for begging at 

Cleethorpes was committed for seven days. 

Also Robert Hall a tramping gardener was 

charged with stealing a shovel value 2s 6d 

the property of William Eyre at Cleethorpes 

and for stealing a pair of shears the property 

of George Smith. Committed to the 

sessions. 

Also William Brown of Cleethorpes for 

cruelty to an ass by beating it with a stick 

was fined 2s 6d and 11s 6d costs. 
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Also Elizabeth Ann Atherton and David 

Broome were charged with stealing a cloth 

jacket from a refreshment booth the 

property of James Croft of Cleethorpes. 

Broome discharged Atherton £2 plus costs 

or fourteen days. 

Also Charles Saunby of Cleethorpes was 

charged with allowing a horse to stray on 

the highway. Fined 1s and costs 8s 6d. 

July 1881 Thomas Ridlington of 

Cleethorpes for being drunk and disorderly 

and Edward Bell of Cleethorpes for being 

drunk and furiously driving, were 

adjourned for personal attendance of 

defendants. 

Also Joseph Burgess of Cleethorpes for 

being drunk and disorderly was fined 20s 

and 10s 6d costs. 

Also Charles Baker of Cleethorpes, charged 

with being drunk and disorderly did not 

appear and a warrant was issued. 

Also Joseph Appleyard of Cleethorpes for 

being drunk and disorderly was fined 10s 

and costs 9s 6d. 

Also John Chapman of Cleethorpes a very 

old offender for being drunk and disorderly 

was fined 40s and costs 9s 6d. In default 14 

days hard labour. 

Also Seth Chatterton of Cleethorpes was 

charged as the bailee of 4 Venetian Window 

blinds value £6 the property of James Fox 

with unlawfully disposing of the same at 

Cleethorpes on the 14th ult. Discharged, the 

Magistrates regarding it as a case of debt. 

Also John Pearson of Cleethorpes was 

charged with embezzling £3 2s, £1 4s and 

£2 5s the money of his employer Henry 

CRANE picture dealer of Cleethorpes. 

Adjourned. 

August 1881 Julia Bowness, Mary Ann 

Revell, Robert Elvin and Elizabeth Gray, 

all of Cleethorpes were charged by the 

M.S.&.L. Railway with trespassing and 

refusing to leave when asked to do so. All 

were touting for business for lodgings.  

 

 

 

 

 

       

   

(Cleethorpes Station)  

Also Richard Broughton of Cleethorpes for 

being drunk and disorderly was fined 20s 

and 10s 6d. 

Also Charles Henry Wardale was charged 

by Albert Bowness both of Cleethorpes was 

assaulting him. Fined 1s and £2 2s costs. A 

cross summons was taken out by Wardale 

but was dismissed.  

Also John Pearson of Cleethorpes brought 

up on remand charged with embezzling 

certain monies the property of Henry Crane. 

Dismissed. 

Also Charles Tritton of Cleethorpes for 

obstructing a footpath was fined 1s and 

costs 9s 6d. 

Also George Clayton of Cleethorpes for 

cruelly ill- treating three donkey's was fined 

9s and 9s 6d costs. 

Also Joseph Burgess of Cleethorpes a very 

old offender, for being drunk and disorderly 

was fined 40s and costs 9s 6d. 

Also George Blow and Richard Appleyard 

of Cleethorpes both old offenders, for being 

drunk and disorderly were each fined 20s 

and costs Charles Mumby was summoned 

by Charles Saunby of Cleethorpes for 

assaulting him. Paid Costs 14s. 

September 1881 George Blow of 

Cleethorpes for being drunk and disorderly 

was fined 20s and costs 9s 6d. 

Also Annie Whittaker was charged with 

stealing a gold ring and other articles value 
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£1 5s the property  of Elizabeth Emmerson 

of Cleethorpes. Fined 10s and £1 2s 6d. 

October 1881  William Hall and George 

Walker both of Cleethorpes were 

summoned for game trespass in the day 

time. Hall was fined 10s and costs 15s 9d 

and Walker 20s and 15s 9d (second 

offence). 

Also Julia Bowness was charged by 

Isabella Sellars both of Cleethorpes with 

assaulting her. Fined 6d and 17s 10d costs. 

November 1881 Thomas Ridlington of 

Cleethorpes (an old offender) charged by 

Christopher Korkham, publican with 

refusing to quit licensed premises was fined 

40s and 10s 6d. 

December 1881 Charles Bancroft and Fred 

Pinder of Cleethorpes were summoned for 

being drunk on licensed premises. Bancroft 

- case adjourned. Pinder fined 10s and 10s 

costs. 

Also At the Town Hall in Nottingham a 

respectably dressed young man, Henry 

Hadley was charged on remand with having 

committed bigamy.  On 19th July 1875 

Henry Hadley married Emma Wright at Old 

Basford Church, they had one child. They 

had been married about six months when it 

was alleged he tried to cut her throat. After 

they had been married for 4 years he sold 

up the house and turned his wife out. She 

went first to live with her father, then her 

sister then to the workhouse. On 10 

September 1880 a marriage took place at St. 

Peter's Church Cleethorpes, when Henry 

Hadley married Ada Frances Wright  A 

couple of days after the wedding they went 

to live in Nottingham with his parents.  Ada 

had heard he had been married before but 

believed it was not legal. He had always 

treated her well. At the court he was 

committed for trial at the assizes. 

January 1882  John Sellars of Cleethorpes 

charged by Edward Stones landlord with 

refusing to quit licensed premises was fined 

10s and 17s 6d costs, and for assaulting Mr. 

& Mrs. Stones was fined 5s and costs in 

each case.  The defendant who was 

disorderly was asked to quit the premises. 

He became very violent, assaulting both the 

landlord and landlady. He was put out of the 

house two or three times. 

February 1882 George Wright of 

Cleethorpes was charged with neglecting to 

send his child to school. Fined 6d and costs 

42 6d. 

March 1882  Eliza Paddison of 

Cleethorpes for drunkenness was  fined 2s 

6d and 16s costs. 

Also William Sheardown of Cleethorpes, 

for selling bread otherwise than by weight 

was fined 1s and costs. 

April 1882 Henry Beesley of Cleethorpes 

for obstructing a footpath. Case dismissed. 

Also Henry Tindall, fisherman of 

Cleethorpes was charged with stealing 7 

stone coals from the yard of Ed. Bannister. 

One month with hard labour. 

Also George Henry Vitty of Cleethorpes for 

having matches in the same cart as 

petroleum was fined 1s and costs 10s 6d. 

Also Edward Stones of the Cross Keys  

Cleethorpes was charged with keeping his 

premises open during prohibited hours on 

the afternoon of the 7th inst. Fined £5, costs 

£1 4s 6d and licensed endorsed.  There was 

also a charge against Stones of harbouring 

prostitutes , but it was withdrawn on 

defendant paying 6s costs. 

Also Thomas Johnson of Cleethorpes for 

being drunk and disorderly was fined 10s 

and costs 10s 6d each. 

Also John Young of Cleethorpes for being 

drunk and disorderly was fined 20s and 

costs 13s. 

Also Joseph Burgess of Cleethorpes (an old 

offender) for being drunk on licensed 

premises was fined 40s and costs 9s 6d. 
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May 1882 George Wright sen of 

Cleethorpes for neglecting to send his three 

children to school was fined 6d and costs 4s 

6d for each child. 

June 1882 John Coulbeck of Cleethorpes 

(an old offender) for drunkenness was fined 

5s and 10s 6d costs. 

Also Frank Nicholson sen of Cleethorpes 

charged with neglecting to send his children 

to school was dismissed. 

Also Joseph Croft of Cleethorpes for 

neglecting to send his children to school 

was fined 6s and 4s 6s costs.    

  Also George Gray of Cleethorpes was 

fined 2s 6d and costs 8d for obstructing the 

highway. 

Also Alfred Burgess and Benjamin Low 

both of Cleethorpes were charged with 

being drunk and disorderly. Fined 10s and 

10s 6d costs. 

Also John Coulbeck of Cleethorpes for 

being drunk disorderly (16th appearance) 

was fined 40s and costs 10s 6d. 

A charge against George Vickers sen and 

John Applegate of Cleethorpes for 

neglecting to send their children to school 

was dismissed. 

Also George Blow of Cleethorpes (an old 

offender) summoned for being drunk and 

disorderly did not appear and a warrant was 

issued. 

Also John Stewart (or Steward) of 

Cleethorpes for being drunk and disorderly 

was fined 10s and 9s 6d costs. 

Also John Rowston of Cleethorpes for 

allowing five donkey's to stray on the 

highway was fined 1s and costs 7s. 

July 1882 George Rowson, grocer 

Cleethorpes was charged with selling 

adulterated mustard at Cleethorpes on the 

13th June. Fined 20s and 30s 6d each. 

Also Joseph Crumpton fisher monger of 

Cleethorpes was fined 16s including costs 

for having in his possession 42 lbs of fish 

unfit for the food of man. 

Also Charles  Rowston was summoned by 

Robert Wright both of Cleethorpes for 

wilful damage to grass. Fined 6s, damages 

and costs 9s 6d.  

Also George Blow of Cleethorpes for being 

drunk and disorderly was fined 30s and 

costs. 

August 1882 John Conyard of Cleethorpes 

for being drunk and disorderly was fined 

10s and 10s 6d costs. 

Also Moses Waumsley of Cleethorpes for 

being drunk and disorderly was fined 10s 

and 8s 6d costs. 

A charge against George Clayton and 

Henry Waumsley of Cleethorpes of an 

offence under the Lord's Day Act were each 

fined 1s and costs 10s 6d each 

September 1882 Frank Brown of 

Cleethorpes for allowing an ass to stray was 

fined 1s and costs 7s. 

Also John Smith of Cleethorpes for 

allowing an ass to stray was fined 1s and 

costs. 

Also Thomas Ridlington of Cleethorpes 

was charged by Charles  Bolton of the 

Waterloo Inn, Laceby with being drunk on 

his licensed premises. Case dismissed. 

Also John Turner of Cleethorpes for 

allowing two asses to stray was fined 2s and 

costs 7s. 

 

A charge against Robert Sleight of 

Cleethorpes of being drunk and disorderly 

was adjourned. 

 

October 1882 Robert Sleight of 

Cleethorpes for being drunk and disorderly 

was fined 10s and 11s 6d costs. 

 

Also Tobit Appleyard and Robert Arker 

both of Cleethorpes were charged with 

doing damage to underwood, were fined 

10s and 11s costs each. 
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November 1882 George Bancroft was 

summoned by Henry Croft, both of 

Cleethorpes for assaulting him, Case 

withdrawn on paying 5s costs. 

December 1882 Walter Joseph Robinson, 

clerk of Clee was summoned by Clara 

King, single woman of Cleethorpes as the 

father of her illegitimate child. Ordered to 

pay 4s per week until the child if 16 and the 

costs £4 6s 6d. 

Also George Bancroft of Cleethorpes an old 

offender for drunkenness was fined 5s and 

costs 10s 6d. 

Also Samuel Osborne, James Croft and 

Thos Burgess, three boys,  were charged by 

John O. Chapman (all of Cleethorpes) with 

going wilful damage to a coal-house. Fined 

6d, damages 7s 6d and costs 11s 10d each. 

Also William Brown of Cleethorpes for 

neglecting to send his children to school 

was fined 6s and 4s 6d costs. 

January 1883 William Mackrill, Alfred 

Lidgard, Henry Smith, Thomas Coulbeck, 

S. Chapman, Thomas Chapman & Edward 

Waumsley all of Cleethorpes were charged 

by Jonathan Russell with having unlawful 

possession of wheat which was washed 

ashore from the wreck of the 'Fiona'. Fined 

1s each and costs and to deliver up the 

wheat. 

Also William Jackson of Cleethorpes for 

being drunk and disorderly was fined 10s 

and costs 9s 6d. 

Also Joseph Burgess of Cleethorpes for 

being drunk and disorderly was fined 40s 

and 9s 9d costs. 

February 1883 Charles Lancaster, Charles 

Mumby and Samuel Coulbeck all of 

Cleethorpes charged with unlawfully 

breaking into a shop and stealing a tin of 

preserved pine-apple, 2 posts of jam, half a 

pound of tobacco, 5 lb of sweets and 45 

cigars the property of William Henry 

Savory at Cleethorpes. Fined £1 and costs 

6s 6d each. 

Also Elizabeth Croft, William Mudd and 

Robert Frederick Carr all of Cleethorpes 

were all charged with keeping dogs without 

a licence and fined 5s and costs 9s 6d each. 

Also John Coulbeck of Cleethorpes (an old 

offender) for drunkenness was fined 20s 

and costs 9s 6d. 

March 1883 Thomas Rogers was charged 

with stealing a purse containing one 

shilling, one fourpenny piece and one 

threepenny piece and two half pennies the 

property of Mary Jane Harper of 

Cleethorpes. Committed for trial at the 

Quarter Sessions. 

Also Alice Lancaster, 17 domestic servant 

charged with house breaking at Cleethorpes 

on the 11th March 1883 and stealing one 

sovereign the money of a girl named Bell, 

domestic servant. Two months with hard 

labour. 

Also Thomas Rogers 23, fisherman charged 

with stealing a purse and 1s 8d from the 

purse of Mary Jane Harper at Cleethorpes 

on the 23rd March 1883. Three months 

with hard labour. 

April 1883  Henry Hare a boy was charged 

with cruelly beating a donkey at 

Cleethorpes. His father appeared and said it 

was the first day he had been employed to 

drive. Fined including costs 11s 6d. 

May 1883 Alfred Levitt, Charles Coulbeck, 

John Smith, Solomon Rowston and Henry 

Coverdale, all of Cleethorpes were charged 

with obstructing a highway. None of the 

youths appeared but sent their friends. 

Adjourned to the next Petty Sessions for 

their attendance. 

Also Henry Croft for being drunk on 

licensed premises at Cleethorpes was fined 

20s and costs 10s 6d. 

June 1883 Henry Smith and John Smith, 

Cleethorpes for allowing their asses to 

Stray on the highway were fined, the former 

6d and the latter 1s 6d and costs 7s 6d each. 
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Also William Hall and John Kemp, 

Cleethorpes were summoned by the 

Inspector of Cleethorpes Local Board for 

applying for hire and not wearing their 

badges, Kemp dismissed, Hall 1s and 9s 6d. 

costs. 

Also Charles Nuttall, Clee summoned 

Richard Broughton, Cleethorpes for an 

assault. Allowed to be settled, defendant 

paying costs 7s. 

For leaving a train while in motion at 

Cleethorpes on the 17th September 1883 

Jonathan Cash landlord of the ‘Cross Keys 

Hotel’  was fined by the Grimsby 

Magistrates 20s and £1 2s 6d costs. 

John Nichols, 32 fisherman indicted for 

stealing a quantity of fishing nets, the 

property of William Cooper Cleethorpes on 

the 6th December 1883. Acquitted.  

John Chapman alias Duke, Cleethorpes was 

charged with being drunk and disorderly on 

the 21st  January 1884 at Cleethorpes. He 

was fined 10s and costs 15s 6d, there being 

24 previous convictions recorded against 

him. He was further charged with assaulting 

P.C. Blades whilst apprehending him. For 

this he was sentenced to two months' Hard 

Labour with the option of a fine. 

February 1884 James Earle for being 

drunk on licensed premises at Cleethorpes 

was fined 10s and 106 6d costs. 

March 1884 John Barker overseer of the 

poor for the parish of Cleethorpes was 

summoned by the Caistor Board of 

Guardians for non-payment of Union 

contributions amounting to £154 .He gave 

an undertaking to pay the amount by the 

27th inst and the Magistrates allowed him 

until that time. 

May 1884 The following were fined 5s 

each and costs for being found on licensed 

premises at Cleethorpes during prohibited 

hours on Good Friday: George Clark; 

Joseph  Burgess; Arthur Mortlock; Levi 

Betts; Michael Flemming; Joseph Wilson; 

Henry Smith; Thomas Jackson; Thomas 

Hayway;  Francis Hughes, Joseph Major, 

Elizabeth Flemming; Harriet Marshall and 

George Brightman. 

Also Charles Walmsley and Thomas 

Appleyard for allowing asses to stray were 

fined 1s and 7s costs each. 

Also For obstructing a highway at 

Cleethorpes with stalls on Good Friday 

William Booth; Charles Brown and Samuel  

Coxon were fined 2s 6d and 6s costs, 

Edward Lowe 5s and 6s costs and John 

Funnell 20s and 6s costs.  

William Moody alias Braton, a fisherman 

aged 20 years of age was charged with 

burglariously entering the house of Henry 

Croft 47 Highgate Cleethorpes on the 10th 

June 1884 and stealing a quantity of 

wearing apparel and other goods. The 

family retired to bed at ten o'clock leaving 

the doors and windows properly secured. 

During the night they were not disturbed, 

but at five in the morning Mrs. Croft came 

downstairs, and found the back window 

broken the back door open, the drawers and 

closets in a state of disorder and several 

things missing. The prisoner who was 

apprehended in Chapman's brickyard 

shortly after mid-night on Saturday last had 

pledged some of the articles stolen.  

Prisoner was further charged with breaking 

into the house of Mr. George Kenney, 

Weelsby-street Clee on the night of the 

11th June 1884.  In October 1882 he was 

sent to prison with hard labour for 12 

months. He was now committed for trial at 

the ensuing quarter sessions. 

John Steward a fisherman, for being drunk 

and refusing to quit the 'Cliff Hotel' 

Cleethorpes on the 10th June 1884 and 

assaulting Mr. Nuttell the landlord was 

fined 14s 6d including costs in each case.  

Also Henry Wilson an elderly farm 

labourer charged with stealing 4 lb of young 

potatoes the property of George M. 

Bellamy, market gardener of Cleethorpes. 

Fined £1 2s 6d including costs. 
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July 1884 Elizabeth Johnson of 

Cleethorpes for assaulting Eliza Tindall at 

Cleethorpes was fined 1s and 10s 6d costs. 

August 1884 Charles Johnson of 

Cleethorpes for being drunk and disorderly 

was fined 10s and 9s 6d costs. 

Also Richard Appleyard for a similar 

offence at Cleethorpes was fined 20s and 

10s 6d costs. 

Also Thomas William Mills for being 

drunk in charge of a horse and 'bus' at 

Cleethorpes was fined 10s and costs 9s 6d. 

Also Henry Berry, John Glynn and Randall 

Webster for obstructing the highway by 

hand carts at Cleethorpes were fined Berry 

2s 6d and Glynn and Webster 1s each and 

costs. 

September 1884 For drunkenness or being  

drunk and disorderly Frederick Forman of 

Cleethorpes fined 10s and costs 9s 6d; 

William Green Cleethorpes adjourned. 

John Coulbeck, Cleethorpes 10s and 9s 6d; 

Henry Holmes and Alfred Nuttell of 

Cleethorpes fined 5s and costs 9s. 

March 1885 Several persons from 

Cleethorpes were convicted of selling bread 

otherwise than by weight: Martha Penistan 

fined 2s 6d and 11s costs; Michael Webster 

fined 2s 6d and 11s costs; T.C. Gray 

(previously convicted fined 10s and 11s 

costs. 

Also Samuel Osborn Cleethorpes 

summoned for allowing a horse to stray on 

the highway was fined 1s and costs 7s. 

April 1886  Robert Simons and William 

Smith alias Kennedy, youths were charged 

with breaking into the house of George 

Bradley, 30 Highgate Cleethorpes and 

stealing therefrom a watch, a pound of 

butter and a pair of boots etc. Prosecutor is 

a fisherman and the evidence showed that 

Mrs. Bradley locked up her house on Good 

Friday and placed the key of the door in the 

copper. On her return she found the key in 

the door and the house ransacked. The 

prisoners were seen the next morning, 

chased and apprehended. They were 

committed for trial. 

October 1890  Frank Nicholson, Robert 

Gostelow and William Waumsley of 

Cleethorpes were each fined 5s for 

neglecting to send their children to school. 

June 1893 The following summons were 

taken out at the instance of the Grimsby 

Union against the following persons for 

neglecting to send their children to school 

at Cleethorpes and were fined 5s each 

including costs:  Mark Keightley, labourer 

Mill-road; Arthur Parks, pill maker 

Humber-street; Frank Nicholson, fisherman 

Wardle-street; Alfred Nuttall, refreshment 

house keeper, Market Place (2s 6d costs 

only); William Brewitt Cross-street; 

Thomas Gossop, joiner Market-place. All 

the above defendants had repeatedly 

disregarded the warnings of the Attendance 

Officer. 

December 1894 Joseph Hay, labourer of  

Cleethorpes was charged with a game 

trespass and also having a gun and game in 

his possession at Tetney. Fined 30s and 

costs, the gun and game to be forfeited or in 

default of payment 28 days with hard 

labour. 

At the County Police Court John William 

Alderson (16) of No. 24 Perseverance 

Terrace, Samuel Lancaster (15) of 69 High 

Street and Harry Norman (15) of 56 

Perseverance Terrace all of Cleethorpes 

were charged with having stolen between 

January 29th and February 8th 1897 a 

bird-net, value 1s, the property of Henry 

Croft, fisherman of 37 Highgate 

Cleethorpes. Alderson and Lancaster 

pleaded guilty but Norman denied being 

concerned in the offence and as Supt. 

Stennett said there was no evidence against 

him but the statement of the other 

defendants he was discharged.. Alderson 

was described as the ring- leader of the 

defendants, but the charge was not pressed 

and he was bound over for six months to 

come up for judgement when called upon. 
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Lancaster entered into a similar bond for 

three months. 

March 1897 Daniel Elias Christopher 

Thomas, a lad of Lovett-street Cleethorpes 

and Joseph Rudkin of Oxford Street, 

Cleethorpes were charged with stealing 

three pigeons the property of William Hill, 

labourer of 42 Tiverton-street, Cleethorpes.  

The boys pleaded guilty. Supt. Stennett said 

there was a systematic stealing of pigeons 

going on. Thomas was a very bad boy and 

was before the court in 1895. Even as late 

as last night when out on bail he was 

prowling about as it he intended to steal 

more pigeons. He was like a "spring-

headed-Jack" and went up and down 

spouts, and was altogether beyond his 

mother's control. Rudkin was fined 2s 6d 

and 10s 6d costs. Thomas was ordered to 

receive ten strokes with the birch rod. 

Also John C. Briggs (18) was summoned 

for stealing two pigeons value 2s from a 

pigeon cote at the rear of a house No. 42 

Tiverton-street Cleethorpes, the property of 

William Hill, labourer. The case was 

dismissed. 

Also John Osborne a youth was fined 2s 6d 

and 5s costs for not having proper control 

over his horse of which he was in charge of 

at Cleethorpes. 

Also For using obscene language at 

Cleethorpes Thomas Hunsley a middle-

aged man was fined 10s and 4s 6d costs. 

May 1897 At the County Court John 

Wilson a shoeblack was charged with 

acting as a pedlar on Whit Monday at 

Cleethorpes. He was fined 2s 6d and 6s 6d 

costs or seven days imprisonment. 

December 1897 James Nicholl of 

Alexandra-road Cleethorpes, hackney 

carriage driver, for obstructing the highway 

at Cleethorpes was fined 1s and costs 5d. 

At the Grimsby County Police Court in 

June of 1898 Jesse Ernshaw, a clerk at the 

Dock Office of the Great Central Railway 

Co. and residing at 42 Highgate 

Cleethorpes was remanded for offensive 

behaviour towards Alice Lodge, the wife of 

a painter residing at 5 Haigh Street, 

Cleethorpes. The circumstances as detailed 

by the complainant were that on the 25th 

May she was riding her bicycle on the 

Promenade when she saw defendant 

between the station and the Auckland 

Colonnade. He was standing against a 

lamp-post and when she got directly in front 

of him he behaved in an offensive manner. 

Witness jumped off the machine and said to 

him "You ought to be ashamed of yourself. 

A Young married man like you!  Don't 

think I don't know you, because I do". She 

afterwards complained to a lady about 

defendant's conduct and then jumping upon 

her machine, followed him until he finally 

jumped over a wall and ran along Suggitt's 

Lane.  Witness subsequently saw 

defendant's Brother in Law and also told 

two boys , the latter giving chase to the 

defendant.   In cross-examination, 

complainant said the offence took place 

about 7 pm in broad daylight. There were a 

number of people on the promenade. She 

had no grudge or spite against defendant 

and had never spoken to him. No 

encouragement was given to him and she 

could suggest no reason for his conduct. 

She knew he was a clerk in the Railway 

Company Office. Witness had no spite 

against his wife, nobody else witnessed the 

occurrence. Defendant never opened his 

mouth during the whole of the time.   Mrs. 

Knott of 95 Daubney-street deposed to 

complainant making a complaint to her 

about the man's conduct. Witness heard 

complainant say that she knew the man. She 

saw defendant re-arranging a top-coat he 

was wearing. The Chairman said there was 

a doubt as to the identity of the defendant 

who was therefore to be given the benefit of 

it, and discharged. The announcement was 

received with considerable applause. 

October 1890 John Smith farmer was fined 

9s 6d for allowing a number of cattle to 

stray on the highway at Cleethorpes. 

Defendant said he put them in a field, but 
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they came through a hole in the hedge of 

which he was not aware. 

June 1898 Henry Scott, donkey driver of 

Cleethorpes was charged with being drunk 

and disorderly at Cleethorpes and also with 

assaulting P.C. Betts at the same time. It 

was stated that whilst locking Scott up the 

officer was severely kicked by defendant. 

Fined 10s 6d or fourteen days for 

drunkenness and for the assault he was 

sentenced to one month with hard labour. 

October 1900 George Armour, 75 Mansell 

Street was fined 5s and 4s costs for using 

obscene language at Cleethorpes on 

October 5th. 

Also David Crowson 84 Barcroft Street was 

charged with not having proper lights on his 

vehicle at Cleethorpes. He had a load which 

projected  at the back of his rulley and 

should had had a light behind. Defendant 

pleaded guilty but said he was ignorant  of 

the regulation. This being his first case he 

was only ordered to pay the costs 3s 6d. 

December 1900 Charlotte Baister aged 28 

a single woman was sent to prison for seven 

days for sleeping out in Cleethorpes. She 

was found on the switchback on Christmas 

morning by P.C.  Fowler. 

Also Ellen Jones aged 60 a single woman 

was charged with being drunk and 

disorderly in Dolphin Street on the 26th. 

She was dismissed on promising not of 

offend again. 

Mar 1901  A game of football on the 

highway at Cleethorpes resulted in Thomas 

Wilkinson , a youth of Highgate 

Cleethorpes having to pay 6s 3d.  

November 1901 John Henry Alderson, 

fisherman Cleethorpes who failed to appear 

to a summons was arrested on a warrant. He 

admitted being drunk in the High-street and 

was fined 12s 6d. 

December 1901 George Davis, labourer of 

Cleethorpe was drunk and so disorderly on 

an electric tram car that he had to be turned 

off by Inspector Bowles and then he clung 

to the car P.C. Toule took charge of the 

prisoner who then violently kicked the 

constable in the ribs breaking his watch.  

Prisoner was fined 24s or 21 days 

imprisonment. 

Walter Reed,  9 Highgate, Cleethorpes had 

no light attached to a coal cart after dark on 

February 12th 1902. It seems that a kind 

hearted lady had given him a cup of tea and 

he was delayed. Ordered to pay the 

expenses 3s 6d. 

April 1905 John Ford was charged with 

begging at Cleethorpes and further with 

violently resisting lawful apprehension. He 

had a very bad  record and was sent to gaol 

for three months with hard labour. 

May 1905 For being drunk at Cleethorpes 

while in charge of a two year old child on 

the 6th inst. Harriet Bowes, a married 

woman was fined 10s and costs 

February 1906 John Robert Bingley, a 

middle-aged carter was before the Grimsby 

County Justices yesterday charged with 

maliciously causing the death of three 

cows, the property of Mr. John Smith 

farmer of Highgate, Cleethorpes.   

     
 (Farmer John Smith - Highgate)      

It will be remembered that on the 18th inst. 

Mr. Smith discovered two cows lying dead, 

while  a dozen horses and cows were ill. 

Two days later another heifer died and a 

veterinary surgeon who was called in, 

found that they had been poisoned. A fourth 

cow died on Monday last, while two horses 

continued in a serious condition. A quantity 

of hay and cut turnips were found in the 
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stable loft amongst which carbolic acid and 

weed killer had been mixed. Mr. John 

Smith stated that prisoner had been in his 

employ for some 14 years, and had had 

charge of his horses and cattle, part of his 

duties being to feed them.   On the 18th inst 

prisoner told him that two of the cows had 

died and that others were ill, adding that it 

was "a rummy do". The value of the four 

cows that had died was about £80.  Mr. J.H. 

TOFT, F.R.C.V.S. said in all cases the 

animals had died from internal paralysis 

produced by the destruction of the mucus 

membrane of the stomach by corrosive acid 

poisoning.   Inspector H. Hill of 

Cleethorpes said that he discovered an 

empty week killer tin and a drum of carbolic 

acid on a waste heap at Cleethorpes, and 

after cautioning prisoner he questioned him 

concerning them and the poisoned cattle 

food. Prisoner at first denied all knowledge 

of the things but when witness said he 

would have to accompany him to the police 

station he said "I did put some stuff out of 

the tins amongst the hay and turnips. I 

wanted to get away from Smith's and to go 

into the Union for a rest."   Asked if he had 

anything to say why he should not be 

committed for trial, Bingley replied "I'm 

sorry I did it, I didn't know it was poison or 

I should not have given them it."   He was 

committed to the Quarter Sessions for trial. 

Feb 1907 -An amusing assault case came 

before the Grimsby County Bench this 

morning. John Skelton 27 Highgate Terrace 

Cleethorpes was summoned for assaulting 

an old man named Henry Meller. In giving 

his evidence, complainant added to the 

effect by his animated gestures. He stated 

that while nailing upon a fence at the 

bottom of his yard, he was surprised to see 

defendant with a batten commence to knock 

it down again. He remonstrated, but the 

batten eventually struck him on the chest. 

Witness put up his hands to protect his face 

and the force of the blows on the fence, hit 

him on the hand and cut it.   With 

considerable dramatic power complainant 

said he was firmly convinced defendant had 

gone insane, and to attract attention he 

shouted out "The man's mad". In fact 

defendant's face at the time was not human 

in expression. He was just like a demon, 

with his eyeballs starting out of his head. 

The fence was not defendant's property, and 

he had nothing to do with it. Defendant's 

appearance in the dock did not suggest any 

demonic traits. In fact his behaviour was 

exemplary. He claimed that the fence was 

his property, and his reason for knocking it 

down was his objection to being hemmed 

in.  He certainly did not strike complainant. 

The bench bound him over to keep the 

peace for 12 months, and also ordered him 

to pay the costs. 

July 1907 Inspector Shotwell  representing 

the Gt. Central Railway Co. summoned 

three hackney carriage drivers at 

Cleethorpes - Edward Conroy, Sea View 

Street,  Percy Stead, Neptune Street and 

Ernest Cooke, Mill Road for importuning 

passengers contrary to the bye-laws. All 

pleaded guilty and were fined 1s and 6s 6d 

costs. 

 James Chadwick Key aged 17 fisherman 

and James Hambling, 19 trimmer were 

indicted for entering the dwelling house of 

Emily Fox at Cleethorpes and stealing 6s 3d 

her money on November 25th 1907and 

also for breaking into the dwelling house of 

James Walter Goff with intent to commit a 

felony at Cleethorpes. Key two years to 

Borstal, Hambling twelve months 

imprisonment with hard labour. 

January 1908 Herbert Edward Quinton, 

labourer was charged with obtaining by 

false pretences from Annie Ellen Dixon of 

Cleethorpes plus others. 5 years penal 

servitude. 

April 1908 Richard Carter a Grimsby 

fisherman was charged with sleeping out at 

Cleethorpes. he was found in a shelter on 

the Promenade and explained that his 

presence there was due to him having had a 

row with his wife. The Bench were in a 

complacent humour and Carter was told he 

might go saying it is to be hoped his 
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domestic differences will take a turn for the 

better. 

May 1908 At the County Police Court 

Frederick Simpson a labourer of Hull who 

was described by the Police as a typical 

tramp with a bad record, was committed for 

three months for sleeping out at 

Cleethorpes. 

June 1908 Edwin Hewson aged 46 a 

fisherman, for housebreaking at 

Cleethorpes was given three years' penal 

servitude. 

July 1908 - Took Poison to escape arrest: 

A young man was arrested in a Cleethorpes 

restaurant on a charge of theft. He begged 

to be allowed to have a drink. The constable 

granted this. The young man poured some  

salts of lemon in a jug of water and drank it 

off. He was conveyed to the hospital. 

October 1908 At the Lindsey Quarter 

Sessions held at Lincoln Ada Mary 

Wareham a married woman of Cleethorpes 

pleaded guilty to a series of thefts at 

Cleethorpes and she was sentenced to six 

months in the Second Division. 

June 1909 William Devonport, canvasser 

39 Market Place, Cleethorpes was 

remanded until Friday on a charge of 

stealing three £5 Bank of England notes 

belonging to John Briggs a visitor from 

Newcastle. Mr. Briggs was staying at 

Cleethorpes and he asked defendant if he 

could direct him to some lodgings. The next 

thing he remembered was he found himself 

in a stable the next morning and his money 

gone. Defendant initially denied knowing 

anything about it but ultimately confessed 

to having three notes. 

Jul 1912 George Pinder a clerk of 16 

Maygrove Terrace  was charged before the 

Grimsby County Justices with obtaining £9 

10s by false pretences from Thomas H. Hall 

of Cleethorpes and £16 from John W. 

Draper also of Cleethorpes. After formal 

evidence prisoner was remanded for a 

week. Bail being refused. 

August 1912 

By ingenious use of a piece of wire three 

Cleethorpes boys, Christopher Steward, 

Wm. Houghton and Edgar Phillips caused 

the whole of the automatic machines on a 

stretch of the Promenade to give up their 

contents of some 221 packets of chocolate. 

Charged with theft on Saturday, the boys 

were each ordered to receive two strokes of 

the birch. 

 

June 1914 Another big seizure of smuggled 

tobacco was revealed by a case in Grimsby 

County Police Court on Saturday in which 

William Castle, a ship's carpenter of 26 

Highgate Cleethorpes was charged with 

harbouring 220 lb of smuggled tobacco at 

that address. He pleaded guilty. Officers 

searched defendant's house and found the 

tobacco in two cases in a cupboard, the 

value being only £69 19s 10d., though 

defendant was liable to a fine of £208 19s 

6d. Castle who was away at the time of the 

raid said he had been out of work and his 

wife had been ill, and he had engaged in the 

traffic in order to keep the household going 

. The Bench fined defendant £60 19s 10 and 

costs or two month's with hard labour. 

April 1915 Three privates in the 3rd 

Manchester Regiment named James Seeley, 

Joseph Lamb and Walter Greenscale were 

found guilty of stealing 60 bottles of wine 

and other articles valued £14 from their 

billet at Cleethorpes. It was shown that the 

wine cellar of the billet had been broken 

into and a large number of empty wine and 

champagne bottles and empty cigar boxes 

were found. A corporal of the guard 

discovered all three defendants in the billet 

in a helpless state of intoxication. Seeley 

was sentenced to fourteen days with hard 

labour, and the other two seven days 

imprisonment.  

May 1915 At the Grimsby County Police 

Court a number of people resident in 

Cleethorpes were summoned for a breach 

of the Lighting restriction order and in the 

proved cases nominal penalties were 

imposed. 
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November 1915 Corporal Melia of the 3rd 

Manchester Regiment pleaded guilty to 

stealing two ducks and two bicycles at 

Cleethorpes. He said he was under the 

influence of drink at the time. He had been 

out at the front and since returning had not 

had the same control over himself. 

Superintendant Osbourne said there were 

previous convictions against prisoner and 

he was wanted by the Liverpool police. He 

was sentenced to three months  with hard 

labour. 

February 1916 A verdict of "Wilful 

Murder" was returned by a Coroner's Jury 

against Emily Morris aged 43 a married 

woman in respect of the death of James 

Johnson a fisherman familiarly known as 

"Cleethorpes Jimmie" who died from the 

effects of a knife wound. 

April 1916 THE CANON AND THE 

POLICE:  A claim to be immune from 

minor prosecution led to a sharp passage-at-

arms between Canon F.H. Dalby, rector of 

Cleethorpes who was summoned at 

Grimsby for allowing his dog to stray at 

night, and Superintendent Osborn the 

deputy chief constable.   I fetched the dog 

from the police station the next morning 

and I submit it is a case where my time and 

the time of the police need not have been 

wasted over a small matter like this. It is all 

very well in times of peace but under the 

present conditions it is unnecessary.   The 

Superintendent said if Canon Dalby 

commits an offence he has just as much 

right to be brought here as anyone else. He 

was ordered to pay 6s 6d costs. 

September 1918 A Belgian refugee, 

Elizabeth Marie Frederis was charged with 

visiting Cleethorpes without reporting her 

arrival to the Police. It was said she left 

Sheffield after notifying the police there 

and went to Cleethorpes where she stayed 

for a week with a German. "A German" said 

Mr. Letten, one of the Magistrates "who has 

given permission for a German to live at 

Cleethorpes?"  Superintendant Osbourn 

replied it was a legal German. She stayed 

with a woman who is by birth a Russian, but 

who married a German. The German, 

therefore is in law a "German".  The 

German husband is interred.  The bench 

cautioned defendant and discharged her, 

In December 1918 Edith Mary Roebuck, 

widow of Cleethorpes was prosecuted by 

the N.S.P.C.C.. Her daughter Marjorie was 

seen by P.C. Summerfield, who arrested her 

as she had relieved a lady of her purse. 

Hidden in her boots were six Treasury 

notes. When police visited their home  they 

found a little girl alone in the house, crying. 

The place was dirty and untidy. A few 

crusts in the pantry was the only food. The 

mother had not been near the house for 

some days. She was eventually discovered 

living in Grimsby with a soldier who was 

on leave. She was sent to prison for one 

month with hard labour. 

A BIRCH-PROOF BOY: The nine-year-

old Cleethorpes boy whose series of 

offences led to a “birching by instalments” 

decision at Grimsby, was again before the 

magistrates there on Saturday 4th June 

1921 on two further charges of house 

breaking. After hearing the opinions of two 

doctors the magistrates sent the boy to 

Buxton Industrial School to remain until he 

is 16 years of age. 

November 1921 Arthur Vernon a motor 

driver of Cleethorpes was charged with 

failing to furnish the Commissioners of 

Customs and Excise a proper account of 

returns from a Charity Match. Fined £4 

including £3 19s costs. 

February 1923 A nineteen year old 

Cleethorpes youth, Albert Lee Carroll who 

was found trying doors late at night was 

sent to prison for two months by the 

Magistrates. 

February 1924 When John Grant a 

labourer of Cleethorpes was summoned for 

cruelty to a dog, it was stated that he had 

sent the dog to the dust destructor tied up in 

a sack. Workmen saw something move in 

the sack and upon opening it a live terrier 
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fell out. The defendant was fined 42s and 

ordered to pay 21s costs. 

 

1930’s - Destructive Boys: When two 

eleven year old Cleethorpes Boys were 

fined 15s each at the County Police Court 

on Saturday for doing wilful damage to 

bottles it was stated that the boys had taken 

60 lemonade bottles to Blundell Park and 

there smashed them up to get the glass 

stoppers out and use them as marbles. 

1930’s Railway Carriage Lodgings: The 

use of railway carriages as free lodgings 

seem to be becoming quite the thing at 

Cleethorpes for at the County Police Court 

on Saturday morning before Major G.L. 

Bennett and Mr. W. Maltby four men had 

to answer charges of sleeping out in railway 

carriages a t Cleethorpes. The first pair 

were Thomas Smith (21) and Albert Carroll 

(18) both describes as fishermen and their 

permanent addresses were given as Nelson 

Street and Garibaldi Street respectively. 

Both had been turned out of their homes as 

being incorrigibly lazy and their families 

washed their hands of them. Smith was said 

to have stayed in bed all day and barricaded 

the door so that he could not be disturbed. 

Both men were stated to have stolen from 

relatives recently and Inspector Shatwell 

said a book belonging to Smith had been 

found near the scene of a recent robbery 

now being investigated. Both men were 

sent to prison for  a month with hard labour. 

Similar allegations of laziness were made 

against the other two men Sidney Hill of 

London and Ernest H. Holness (19) of 

Clerke Street, New Cleethorpes both of 

whom were fined £1 or 14 days in default. 

February 1939 On a charge of shop 

breaking Roland William F. Otter (18) of 

Oole-road Cleethorpes was remanded at 

Grimsby County Police Court. Supt. 

Durham said defendant was charged that 

with another youth younger than himself he 

broke and entered the shop of William 

Conway Ltd., 5 Mill Road, Cleethorpes and 

stole £3 in money and a bottle of French 

Brandy. 

July 1939 A quarrel between neighbours at 

Cleethorpes finished up at the County 

Court. Mrs. Lilian Jagger, 6 Mill Place 

Cleethorpes summoned Mrs. Gertrude 

Clarke 1 Mill Place for assault. 

 

 
Mill Place 

 

 It was alleged by Mrs. Jagger that trouble 

arose over an allegation by Mrs. Clarke that 

the children of some visitors calling for tea 

at Mrs. Jagger's had interfered with Mrs. 

Clarke's door.  Mrs. Clarke it was stated 

assaulted the mother of one of the children 

and then turned on Mrs. Jagger, struck her 

in the face and stamped on her foot. The 

Bench found there was a clear case against 

Mrs. Clarke and fined her £3. 

July 1939 Joseph Johnson a Grimsby 

lumper who was found drunk and incapable 

in Fairview Avenue Cleethorpes was fined 

5s. 

 

July 1939 A case of indecent assault 

against Samuel Cox aged 67 of Oxford-

street Cleethorpes was dismissed on 

payment of 19s costs. 

 

April 1940 A girl of 11 who admitted 

stealing £2 from her mother and buying her 

boyfriend cigarettes and a bottle of beer was 

placed on probation and forbidden to 

associate with certain company at 

Cleethorpes. 

 

June 1940 Reginald Beales a fish merchant 

of Cleethorpes was fined 20s for exceeding 

the speed-limit in the blackout. 

 



Law and Order in Bygone Cleethorpes 

Also John Tuke, a confectioner of 

Kingsway, Cleethorpes was charged with 

driving a car without due care and attention 

and for having defective tyres on the car. He 

was fined £1-10s-0d with £1-3s-6d costs for 

careless driving and 10s for the tyres. 

 

February 1945 Richard Scrafton aged 26 a 

soldier from Hull pleaded guilty to stealing 

eight gallons of petrol from a garage at 

Cleethorpes. 

 

March 1945 Reginald Goddard aged 32 a 

married man of Haigh-street Cleethorpes 

was fined £5 for receiving 3 gallons of 

United States paint,  value £3 all of which 

was recovered by the police. 

 

 
 

August 1945 Because his cat attacked War 

Service Pigeons 

William C. 

Locking of 

Cleethorpes was 

ordered to pay 

£5-10s-0d 

damages. 

December 1947 John W. Logan of the 

Leeds Arms Cleethorpes pleaded guilty to 

several summonses including those of 

selling Methylated spirits mixed with a 

beverage, unlawfully possessing a beverage 

(whisky, Methylated spirit and water) and 

receiving spirits without a permit from an 

unauthorised person. 

Leeds Arms 

 

Also Maximum penalties totalling £3,650 

were imposed on Carl Mumby aged 40 a 

Company Director of St. Peter's Avenue 

who faces 16 summonses for dealing in 

illicit  whisky. He was given one week to 

pay or 12 months imprisonment. 

May 1950 Roland William Fred Otter (29) 

of Dale-road Cleethorpes pleaded not guilty 

to house breaking at Sheffield along with 

two other men from Grimsby. When being 

questioned by Sergeant Makin he collapsed 

on the pavement and was taken to hospital. 

When searched he had hacksaw blades, a 

torch and cotton gloves. He was bailed.  

September 1950 

Stanley Drinkwater 

aged 22 of Brereton-

avenue Cleethorpes, a 

Grimsby Town 

supporter, pleaded 

guilty to being drunk 

and disorderly at Hull. He was fined 7s 6d.  
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The end of our story 

What we’ve learned and how the story continues 

 

Our history of Policing in Cleethorpes starts in the 1790’s and comes up to date with the 

closure of Cleethorpes Police Station in 2019. 

But we’ve concentrated on the earlier history, researched newspapers and archives and 

largely stopped our history around the 1960s.  As we get later into the twentieth century, local 

policing in Cleethorpes began to change.  Policing in Cleethorpes became more centralised 

from Grimsby, Humberside or Lincolnshire. So, we decided as part of our funded project 

running in 2018/19 to stick to the older records and take our look further back into time.  We 

hope the end result is an interesting compendium of stories from that period of history. 

That’s not to say we’ve found out everything, and of course we’re still keen that this 

historical record continues to grow.  This publication will no doubt be reissued over the 

coming years and, importantly, our records are online on our website 

www.cleethorpescops.org.uk which we expect to grow and develop too over the years. 

We’ll be doing more research ourselves, but we’d like to have volunteers help us out.  And if 

you’re connected to policing in Cleethorpes in any way, then we’d still love to hear from you 

and record your stories, insights and anecdotes.  Get in touch with us via the website. 
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Further information 

Read this publication and further information online on our website: 

www.cleethorpescops.org.uk 

Contact VANEL if you have anything to share about this project or the website or the 

publication. 

hello@cleethorpescops.org.uk 

www.vanel.org.uk 

VANEL 

23 Bargate, Grimsby, North East Lincolnshire, DN34 4SS 

01472 231123 

A copy of this publication can be downloaded for free (.pdf) from the website. 

If you have stories or memories about policing in Cleethorpes over the years, then we’d love 

to hear from you.  Or if you’d like to volunteer to maintain our website, continue our research 

or support the programme in other ways then please contact VANEL or the Blue Lights 

Brigade. 

Blue Lights Brigade is a VANEL delivered project involving ex-emergency service personal 

as community volunteers and was closely involved with the development of this project. 

www.bluelightsbrigade.org.uk 

 

 


